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EDITOR’S PREFACE. 

O no fmall portion of the outer 
world the prefent edition of the 
earliell originally printed and en- 
graved “ Conllitutions of Eng- 
lilh Freemafonry,” will, doubtlefs, polfefs 
an intereft in an antiquarian point of view. 
To the “ initiated,” however, they will be 
of far higher importance, inafmuch as 
whilft they will be found to fet forth cer- 
tain peculiarities which have a hidden 
meaning, not to be underftood by any but 
themfelves, they will proclaim what Free- 
mafonry really is — a noble inflitution 
founded upon principles of the moll pro- 
found loyalty to the Crown, the inculcation 
of the moll earnell adherence to the grand 
rules of morality and virtue, and alfo upon 
the firmelt balis of “ brotherly love, relief, 
and truth.” 

b 



Digitized by C.ooQle 



X 


Editor's Preface. 

In all probability, however, to not a few 
even of the Brethren, the contents of the 
reprints of this volume may caufe fome 
furprife, inafmuch as although “ Anti- 
quity’s Pride” has always been claimed as 
“on the fide” of “the landmarks of the 
Order,” the chief caufes for its being fo 
are feldom thought of, and, efpecially in 
the prefent age, but too rarely regarded. 
At a period like the prefent, when very 
little that is time-honoured, by reafon of 
its ancient conftitution or lengthened main- 
tenance, is regarded either with favour or 
confideration, it will fcarcely be expected 
that much credence will be given by the 
“non-initiated” to the traditional ftatements 
which thefe reprints were intended to re- 
veal, fo far as it is admiflible for other per- 
fons than the “initiated” to be informed 
concerning “ the fecret arts and hidden myf- 
teries” of the Craft. But, it may naturally 
be hoped, that an intereft will be univerfally 
revived amongllits members by their re-pub- 
lication, and that a large number of Free- 
mafons will at once admit and maintain 
that the reafons affigned are both pofitive 
and valid as to the lengthened and preferved 
exiftence of the Craft from the earliell ages. 
That there is an entire abfence of myth in 
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the “ Hiftory of Freemafons,” &c., as pre- 
fixed to each of the “ Conftitutions” in- 
cluded in this volume, is by no means to be 
fuppofed, and much lefs to be infilled upon. 
Yet the very earneftnefs with which the 
details of that “ Hiftory ” are related, claim 
for them a confideration of the higheft mo- 
ment. That the principles of the Order 
are coeval with the earlieft events that 
tranfpired in the world’s tranfadtions, as 
related in “the Volume of the Sacred Law,” 
no one who has ever lludied that “ Book 
of Light” from a Mafonic point of view 
will either doubt or deny. The inferences 
are, indeed, pofitive that at the period of 
“ the great difperfion,” if not earlier, thofe 
principles were exillent, inafmuch as there 
can be little queftion that “ the fpeech-con- 
founded dwellers of the plain in the land of 
Shinar ” 1 carried away with them to the 
feveral localities whither they were driven, 
“certain fubftituted fymbols” whereby, not 
only in their own day, but in after ages, and 
even unto all time, they themfelves and their 
defcendants would be able fo to make them- 
felves known as to be recognifed as Brethren, 
“femper, ubique, et ab omnibus.” That 


1 Genefis xi. 1-9. 
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xii Editor's Preface. 

this method of recognition ftill exifts is 
pofitive. Wherever the foot of man treads, 
or the procefs of exploration is carried, 
there fimilar “iigns, tokens, and words;” 
the identical ceremonies, however they may 
be varied in detail ; and the felf-fame in- 
culcation of “ level fteps and upright con- 
duit ” are difcovered ; whilft tradition varies 
but in the very flighteft degree from fo 
much of thofe principles which our Brethren 
in the laft century — fo far as was per- 
miffible — made known by means of the 
documents now for the firft time collected 
in one volume. 

The circumftances immediately con- 
nected with the original publication of 
thefe “ Books of Conftitutions ” will be 
found diftin&ly, although fomewhat briefly, 
fet out in the late Bro. William Prefton’s 
“ Illuftrations of Mafonry” as edited, with 
additions and explanatory notes, by the late 
learned antiquarian and thoroughly well 
verfed “ matter in the myftic art,” the Rev. 
George Oliver, D.D. By thefe illuttrations 
the true caufes which afterwards led to the 
confolidation of the Northern and Southern 
Lodges of England in 1813 may be afcer- 
tained, no lefs than the circumftances under 
which it was deemed advifable that thofe 
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“ Conftitutions” (hould not only be re- 
duced to writing, but printed and circulated 
amongft the then exifting Lodges . 1 From 
Bro. Prefton’s narrative, we difcover that : 2 

u On the 24th of June, 1721, Grand Matter Payne 
and his wardens, with the former grand officers, and 
- the matters and wardens of twelve lodges, met the 
Grand Matter ele£t at the Queen’s Arms Tavern in 
St. Paul’s Church-yard, where the Grand Lodge was 
opened in ample form. Having confirmed the pro- 
ceedings of the Laft Grand Lodge, feveral gentlemen 
were initiated into Mafonry at the requeft of the duke 
of Montagu ; and, among the reft, Philip lord Stan- 
hope, afterwards earl of Chefterfield. From the 
Queen’s Arms the Grand Lodge marched in proceffion 
in their clothing to Stationers’-hall in Ludgate-ftreet, 
where they were joyfully received by one hundred 
and fifty brethren, properly clothed. The Grand 
Matter having made the firft proceffion round the hall, 
took an affe&ionate leave of his brethren ; and being 
returned to his place, the duke of Montagu was pro- 
claimed his fucceffor for the enfuing year. The 


1 According to Bro. Prefton, u the only diftin&ion 
which the Grand Lodge in the North ” at or about 
that time, appeared to have retained, after the revival 
of Mafonry in the South, was in the title that was 
claimed, viz. cc The Grand Lodge of all England,” 
while that in the South patted only under the denomi- 
nation of cc the Grand Lodge of England,” much after 
the fame manner that whilft the Archbifhop of Can- 
terbury enjoys the defignation of u Primate of all 
England” the Archbifhop of York bears only that of 
44 Primate of England.” 

2 Vide pp. 165-168. 
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f eneral regulations which had been compiled by Mr. 

ayne in 1721, and compared with the ancient records 
and immemorial ufages of the Fraternity, were read, 
and met with general approbation ; after which Dr. 
Defaguliers delivered an elegant oration on Mafonry. 

Soon after his ele&ion the Grand Matter gave con- 
vincing proofs of his zeal and attention, by com- 
manding Dr. Defaguliers and James Anderfon A.M., 
men of genius and education, to revife, arrange, and 
digeft the Gothic conftitutions, old charges, and gene- 
ral regulations. This talk they faithfully executed ; 
and at the enfuing Grand Lodge held at the Queers 
Arms St. Paul's Church-vard, on the 27th of De- 
cember 1721, being the femval of St. John the Evan- 
gelift, the fame was prefented for approbation. A 
committee of fourteen learned brothers was appointed 
to examine the manufcript, and make their report. 
On this occafion feveral very inftruftive le&ures were 
delivered, and much ufeful information given by a 
few old Mafons. 

At a Grand Lodge held at the Fountain Tavern in 
the Strand, in ample form, on the 25th of March 
1722, the committee reported, that they had perufed 
the manufcript, containing the hiftory, charges, regu- 
lations, &c. of Mafonry, and, after fome amendments, 
had approved thereof. The Grand Lodge ordered the 
whole to be prepared for the prefs, and printed with all 
poflible expedition. This order was ftri£tly obeyed, 
and within lefs than two years the Book of Conftitu- 
tions appeared in print under the following title : “The 
Book of Conftitutions of the Free-Mafons : containing 
the Hiftory, Charges, Regulations, &c. of that Moft 
Ancient and Right Worfhipful Fraternity. For the 
Ufe of the Lodges." London, 1723. 

In January 1722-3, the duke of Montagu refigned 
the office of Grand Mafter in favour of the duke of 
Wharton, who was very ambitious to attain it. His 
refignation proceeded from the motive of reconciling 
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the brethren to this nobleman, who had incurred their 
difpleafure, by having convened, in oppofition to the 
refolutions or the Grand Lodge on the 25th of March, 
an irregular affembly of Mafons at Stationers’-hall, on 
the feftival of St. John the Baptift, in order to get 
himfelf ele&ed Grand Mafter. The duke of Wharton, 
fenfible of the impropriety of his conduft, publicly 
acknowledged his error ; and promifing in future a 
ftrift conformity and obedience to the refolutions of 
the Society, he was, with the general confent of the 
brethren, approved as Grand Mafter eleft for the 
enfuing year. His grace was regularly inverted and 
inftalled on the 17th of January 1722-3 by the duke 
of Montagu, and congratulated by upwards of twenty- 
five lodges, who were prefent in the Grand Lodge on 
that occafion. The diligence and attention of the 
duke of Wharton to the duties of his new office foon 
recovered and eftablifhed his reputation in the Society, 
and under his patronage Mafonry made a confiderable 
progrefs in the South of England.” 

In reprinting thefe “Ancient Conftitu- 
tions,” except in the inftance in which they 
were at firft engraved, the felf-fame form 
of type, &c. originally ufed, has been, as far 
as practicable, adopted, and in each cafe 
every portion of their detail is reproduced, 
except the words of various Mafonic “ an- 
thems, fongs, glees,” &c., printed at the 
end of the 1723 and 1730 editions, which 
being now quite out of date, and of no im- 
portance whatever, as fpecimens of poetic 
compofition — but rather the reverfe — Qr as 
illuftrative of the Order, are omitted. 
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Not only, therefore, as a highly finished 
and unique fpecimen of modern printing, 
after the manner moft in ufe at the com- 
mencement of the laft century, but much 
more as a valuable means of illuftration of 
what Mafonry “ was, and is, and is to be” 
through all time, is this edition of the 
“ Ancient Conftitutions” now published, 
with the aflured conviction that it will uni- 
verfally meet with the approbation of the 
members of the Order, not only on this 
account, but becaufe of its being a reliable 
means of information, both for themfelves 
and others, that the Fraternity poflefles 
many much more valuable, eflential, and 
important elements than belong to a mere 
Benefit Society, and that Freemafonry is 
indeed far fuperior to a widely difleminated 
focial or convivial club — a character that is 
but too generally, by miftake, attributed 
to it. 


John Edmund Cox, D.D.* 
P.G.C., &c. 


The following brief account of the feveral 
noblemen, G. Ms., under whofe aufpices 
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the included “Conftitutions” were originally 
publiflied, will not be without intereft. 

John, fecond duke of Montagu, adted as 
Lord High Conftable of England at the 
coronation of George I. His grace mar- 
ried Mary, daughter and coheirefs of the 
celebrated general, John, Duke of Marl- 
borough, and had three fons who all died 
young. In the fame reign he filled feveral 
public fituations of the higheft honour; 
he was a Knight both of the Garter and of 
the Bath, and at the accefiion of George 
II. was continued in favour, and at the 
coronation of that monarch carried the 
fceptre with the crofs. He died 5th July, 
1749, when all his honours became ex- 
tindt. — See Burke’s “Dormant and Extindt 
Peerage,” pp. 374-5, ed. London, 1866. 

Philip, fixth baron and fecond marquis, 
created Duke of Wharton 20th January, 
1715. He afterwards went over to the 
caufe of the Pretender, and was attainted 
by Parliament, a.d. 1728. After a life of 
political intrigue he retired at laft into the 
Spanifh monaftery of St. Bernard, near 
Tarragona, and died there 31ft May, 1731, 
aged thirty-two, when all his honours, fave 
the barony of Wharton independently of 
the attainder, became extindt. — Id. p. 582. 

c 
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Henry, Earl Kingfton, of Boyle, co. 
Rofcommon, fucceeded to the title and 
family eftates on the death of his brother 
John, 1720, and died 1740. — Burke’s 
“ Peerage and Baronetage,” p. 653, ed. 
London, 1871. 

John, Lord Lovel, and Holland, co. 
Somerfet, in the peerage of Great Britain, 
fucceeded in 1691 ; and was elevated to the 
Irifli peerage by patent, dated 21ft April, 
1715, as Baron Perceval of Burton, co. 
Cork, and created Vifcount Perceval of 
Kanturk in fame county, Feb. 25th, 1722. 
In 1732 he obtained a charter to colonife 
the province of Georgia in America, and 
being nominated Prefident thereof, was ad- 
vanced to an earldom in the Irifli peerage 
by patent, 6th Nov. 1733, as Earl of Eg- 
mont. He died ift of May, 1748. — Id. 
pp. 404-5. 

Lord St. George U flier St. George, the 
fon and heir of Sir George St. George, of 
Carrickdrumrufk, co, Leitrim, who had 
been created an Irifli peer as Lord St. 
George, in 1715, is evidently the nobleman 
to whom the dedication of the Irifli 
“ Ancient Conftitutions” was made, al- 
though he himfelf does not appear to have 
been elevated in the peerage of Ireland as 
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Lord St. George of Hartley St. George, 
co. Leitrim, until 1763, which dignity 
expired at his deceafe, without male iftue, 
in 1775. His only daughter, Emilia 
Olivia, married William Robert, fecond 
Duke of Leinfter, and was mother of Au- 
guftus Frederick, third and prefent Duke of 
Leinfter, the M. W. G. M. of Mafons, Ire- 
land. — Id. pp. 690, 983. 
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THE PUBLISHER TO THE 
SUBSCRIBERS. 

H E following particulars of the re- 
prints contained in this volume, 
will, I truft, be interefting to the 
fubfcribers in general, and to the 
Mafonic ftudent in particular. 

The fuperintendence of a reproduction 
of thefe early and rare editions of the 
“Ancient Conftitutions, hiftory,” &c., of 
the Freemafons of England and Ireland, 
has been attended with confiderable labour ; 
but the large and influential lift of fub- 
fcribers’ names, received in refponfe to my 
venture, has been an additional inducement 
to me to fpare no expenfe in reproducing 
them in accordance with the profpeCtus 
iflued in October laft. 

The Conftitutions of 1722 are reprinted 
from a copy, which, as far as I can afcertain, 
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is unique. It came into my pofleffion about 
a quarter of a century ago, bound up at the 
end of the fcarce 1723 edition of the Con- 
ftitutions ; and from that time I have been 
fearching for another unfuccefsfully. On 
making enquiry I learn that the work is 
unknown at the Britifh Mufeum, the 
Bodleian, and other public Libraries. 

The Conjiitutions of 1723 are reprinted 
from a 4to volume, the firft book printed 
by authority and by order of the Grand 
Lodge of England, after the revival. Copies 
of thefe “ Conftitutions,” when in good 
condition, and with the engraved frontif- 
piece by John Pine, are rare to meet with 
and highly prized. The frontifpiece in this 
volume is a reduced facfimile copy by the 
Woodbury procefs, from the original 4to. 
engraving by John Pine. The old fongs 
at the end of this volume are not reprinted. 
(Vide Ed.’s Preface, p. xv.) 

The Conjiitutions of 1726 are reprinted 
from a MS. in my pofleffion. Bro. Ben- 
jamin Cole engraved the plates, with fight 
alterations, from this, or from a fimilar MS. 
apparently written by the fame fcribe, the 
firft of which appeared a. d. 1728,* dedi- 

* In 1869, Bro. Hughan, of Truro, reproduced a 
fac-fimile of this Edition in lithograph, but only a 
limited number of copies (70) were ifliied. 
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cated to the Rt. Hon. the Lord Kingfton, 
Grand Matter ; and the fecond, a ., d . 1731, 
dedicated to the Rt. Hon. the Lord Lovel, 
Grand Matter. 

I have in my pofleflion three copies of 
Bro. Cole’s engraved edition, and at the 
end of, I prefume, the firft, or that of 
1728-9 (it being without a date), is a col- 
lection of fix pages of fongs engraved ; 
whilft both the fecond and third copies 
have printed title pages dated 1731, as well 
as the engraved title. They appear to have 
been printed from the fame engraved plates 
of fifty-one pages, from the circumftance of 
the engraver not having corrected the word 
“permanent” on the nth line of page 30, 
and having omitted the letters “ en ” making 
it “ permant.” In one of the copies, bound 
up at the end of the engraved plates, is a 
pamphlet of forty pages, printed in London, 
1729, but with no printer’s name on the 
title, giving the fpeech of the Junior Grand 
Warden (Dr. F. Drake), delivered at a 
Grand Lodge, held at York, Dec. 27, 
1726, before the R. W. Charles Bathurtt, 
Efq., Grand Matter; alfo a fpeech deli- 
vered at a Lodge held at the Carpenter’s 
Arms, Silver Street, Golden Square, London, 
31ft Dec. 1728, by R. W. Edward Oakley, 
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late Prov. S. G. W. in Carmarthen, South 
Wales. The laft four pages contain the 
Prologue and Epilogue, fpoken on the 
30th of Dec. 1728, before the Rt. Hon. 
the Lord Kingfton, Grand Mailer, at the 
Theatre Royal, Drury Lane, who befpoke 
a play and other entertainments. At the 
end of this volume is a collection of fongs, 
&c. printed in London, 1731, by B. Creake 
and B. Cole, and at the back of the title is 
a curious advertifement alking “ Right 
Worlhipful Mailers, Wardens, and Worthy 
Brethren to favour the printers with any 
LeClure, Speech, or Song for inferting in 
the future editions of this Book.” In this 
copy a curious engraving is inferted as a 
frontifpiece, figned “ B. Cole, Sculp.” This 
I have carefully reproduced by the Wood- 
bury procefs, and given as a frontifpiece to 
the re-print. No defcription of it is offered, 
it fcarcely being required, fince, although 
ancient, it fpeaks for itfelf. 

In the third copy, the fpeech of Dr. 
Drake is the fecond edition , London, printed 
by B. Creake and B. Cole, 1734, a fecond 
collection of fongs is added, but the fpeech 
of Bro. Oakley is omitted. 

I alfo poffefs a Mafonic traCl of twenty 
pages, printed in 4to., the title of which is 


Digitized by 



the Subfcribers. xxv 

as follows : “ The beginning and firft foun- 
dation of the moft worthy Craft of 
Mafonry, with the charges thereunto be- 
longing. By a deceafed Brother, for the 
benefit of his widow. London : printed 
for Mrs. Dodd, at the Peacock without 
Temple Bar. 1739* Price Sixpence.” 
This, apparently, is copied from a fimilar 
MS., to the one reprinted in this volume. 
On page 4 of this traft, after defcribing the 
feventh fcience, Aftronomy, the next para- 
graph commences : Note, “ I pray you” 
&c. The words in italics are left out in 
Cole’s engraved Conftitutions, and on the 
laft line of the laft page is printed : “ Te 
fhall keep ; fo help you God and your 
Hallicb/w.” Cole ufes the words, “ You 
fhall keep, fo help you God and your 
Hallidcw.” From this reading and from 
minor alterations in portions of the text, I 
fhould think the printer, or editor, had 
never feen Cole’s book. 

The following notice of this fcarce 
old Mafonic tradt is reprinted from the 
“Freemafon’s Quarterly Review,” 1843, 
pages 525-6. 

“This is a quaint produ&ion, evidently written 
with good fenfe, and not without tafte or fair preten- 
fion to that knowledge of his profeflton which a Mafon 
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of that time might lay claim to, who had profited by 
the limited opportunities of confulting printed works. 
Mafonic giants were fcarce in thofe days, for even the 
work of Anderfon, which has been handed down as 
a text-book of circumftance, is not without its faults, 
and fome of thefe have very materially been engrafted 
on the late Bro. Dodd’s pamphlet. 

M The moral code, as delivered in the charges, is 
in the language of the day, fevere ; and the tefts have 
fuch reference to the capability of labour, as would 
almoft make it appear that cc fpeculative” mafonry 
was at the time hardly in the afcendant ; thus no man 
could be admitted but u whole of limbs, as a man 
ought to be.” And again, u that he have his right 
limbs as a man ought to have.” The pamphlet is not 
without its value, even in the prefent day, for it has 
become a link in Mafonic antiquity. The poffeflbr of 
this copy, which chance has thrown in his way, might 
be envied, but that envy is not a Mafonic virtue.” 


In 1751 Bro. Benj. Cole reproduced 
u The Antient Conftitutions, &c.” in a 
printed form in 8vo. adding the Rev. 
Brother Entick’s Ledture, delivered at the 
King’s Head in the Poultry, London, on 
the 20th March 1751 ; alfo re-printed in 
this volume are the fpeeches of Bro. Dr. 
Francis Drake, delivered at York, and Bro. 
Edward Oakley, delivered in London. The 
colledtion of Songs and Odes is alfo added 
at the end. Thefe “ Conftitutions” appear 
to have been printed verbatim from the en- 
graved copy of 1 728. 
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The fourth of thefe r e-fir ints is from a copy 
of the firll book of “ Conftitutions,” printed 
in Dublin, 1 and is copied from the 1723 
edition of “ The Book of Conftitutions, 
printed in London, for the ufe of the 
Lodges in England and Wales,” and is 
re-printed, with alterations in fome of the 
laws, to fuit the Lodges under the Irilh 
Conftitution. 

The engraved frontifpiece in 4to. as in 
this edition, is copied from the one in the 
London edition ; and at the bottom of the 
plate is “ Engraved by Phill Simms in 
Dames Street, Dublin.” It has this pecu- 
liarity, that it has been engraved on the 
copper-plate, fo that the figures, &c., in- 
cluding Euclid’s problem in the centre are 
reverfed. In confequence I have trans- 
ferred the frontifpiece from this to the 
1723 London edition. 

In conclufion, I would draw the atten- 
tion of the Subfcribers to the carefully 
engraved woodcuts of the arms of H.R.H. 
the Prince of Wales, and of his Grace the 
Duke of Montagu, fpecially cut for the 
purpofe of heading the Dedication pages 


1 This copy was formerly in the pofleilion of the 
late Bro. Thos. Hewitt, Barrifter at Law, Cork. 
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of thefe reprints; alfo to the engraved 
emblem of the rank of a Paft Grand 
Matter, with the plume of feathers intro- 
duced in the centre (being appropriate to 
H.R.H. the Prince of Wales), damped in 
gold on the cover ; thus fhowing my wilh 
to produce a volume worthy of the Sub- 
fcribers and of the tafte of the prefent age. 

Richard Spencer. 
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THE 

PREFACE. 

F any Thing could have efcaped 
SI j the Cenfures of this litigious 
$gl {p -Age l if the mojl innocent inaffen- 
fgjjjgsgsgsg fve Set of 'Men inthe Worldcould 
be free from Satyr and Sarcafm , 
one would have thought the Ancient and 
Noble Society o/’Free-Mafons Jhould have 
been the Men . What have they not to 
recommend them to the World, and gain 
the Favour and Protection of wife and ho‘ 
nejl Men ? 

As their Art is the mojt Ancient , fo 
their ProfeJJion of it is moft Honourable. 
The Necejfity the World was early in of 
the ProfeJJion of a Mafon, proves their 
A 2 Ufe- 
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Ufefulnefs ; for I believe it will not be 
doubted , that Men had Houfes before they 
had Cloaths, as they had Altars before 
they had Temples . Cain built a City, 
and Abel, no doubt, built an Altar , 
when he offered his Sacrifice to the 
LORD. 


THUS ufeful, and thus ancient , it 
cannot be wondered if the World honour'd 
them with all the Tokens of RefpeSl, 
which in thofe Days they were capable of, 
and perhaps more than we have yet an 
Account of 

THESE Honours, and this Refpebl, 
it cannot be doubted brought Men of Va- 
lue among them , who thought it not be- 
low them to wear the Badge of the So- 
ciety, and to acknowledge themfelves to 
be Favourers of their Greatnefs , as they 
were Lovers of Art. 

UNDER the P rote £l ion of fuch Per- 
fons of Honour and Interejl, it is not to 
be exprefs'd what mighty Fabricks they 
have erebled, what glorious Buildings 
they have rais'd, from the Temple of So- 
lomon 
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lomon to the magnificent Pile of St. Pe- 
ter’s at Rome. 

HOW this Society has been preferv’d ; 
How regularly they have a Sled ; on what 
wholefome Laws they have been founded ', 
and how carefully they have obferv'd and 
regarded thofe Laws , as the jufi Ce- 
ment of the Society, that is partly to be 
feen in this TraSl, and it will fpeak for 
itfelfi 

NOR is their Value leffen d or aba- 
ted at all by the Dufi and Scandal rais'd 
by any Men againft them, or by the Free- 
dom they have taken to banter and rally 
them. The Dirt thrown at them flyes 
back on thofe that caft it, and the Ho- 
nour of the Society of Free-Mafons re- 
mains entire. So that none of the Per- 
fons of Honour who have lately grac'd the 
Society with their Prefence, have yet feen 
any Reafon to be ajharrid of them, or to 
withdraw their Protection from them. 

MUCH more might be faid to their 
Honour , but the following Piece of An- 
tiquity is fujficient, and will give every 
Reader an Authentick Account of them. 

It 
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It has yet feen the World but in Frag- 
ments, but is now put together as a 
Thing of too much Signifcancy to pafs 
our Obfervation, and which will effeBu- 
ally vindicate the Ancient Society of Free- 
Mafons from all that has or can be faid 
againjl them. 



THE 
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THE 

HISTORY 

O F 

Free Mafons, &c. 

Mniofotp fa* 
fljer of Reuben, 
tottbtbeSKatfbom 
of tbe dSlorious 
£>on, t!)ro’ tf)e 
dSootmefs of tne 
Qlv<&W,Wbm 
l&enons in one 
dSobtyab, be tottf) our idegtnnmg, 

anti 
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anti gibe us i)ts (Bxatt ft to gobem 
our lUbes, tt)at toe map come to 
ftis Blits, tfjat neber ftall ftabe end* 

Amen. 

G OOD Brethren and Fellows, our 
Purpofe is to tell you how, and in 
what manner the Craft of Mafonry was 
begun, and afterwards how it was found- 
ed by worthy Kings and Princes, and o- * 
ther wife Men, hurtful to none, and 
alfo to them that be true, we will declare 
doth belong to every Free Mafon to 
keep firm good Faith, if you take Heed 
thereunto it is well worthy to be kept, 
which is contain’d in the Seven Liberal 
Sciences as follows, viz. 

Imprimis, It’s Grammar that teaches a 
Man to fpeak truly, and write truly. 

II. It’s Rhetorick that teaches a Man to 
fpeak fair, and in fubtle Terms. 

III. It’s Logick that teaches a Man to 
difcern Truth from Falfhood. 


IV. It’s 
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IV. It’s Arithmetick that teaches a Man 
to Accompt, and reckon all manner of 
Numbers. 

V. It’s Geometry that teaches Mett and 
Meafure of any Thing, and from thence 
cometh Mafonry. 

VI. It’s Mujick that teacheth Song and 
Voice. 

VII. It’s AJironomy which teacheth to 
know the Courfe of the Sun, Moon, 
and other Ornaments of Heaven. 

Note, I pray you, That thefe Seven 
are contain’d under Geometry , for it teach- 
eth Mett and Meafure, Ponderation and 
Weight for every Thing in and upon the 
whole Earth for you to know ; that e- 
very Craftfman works by Meafure ; He 
or She that buys or fells, is by Weight or 
Meafure ; Hufbandmen, Navigators, Plan- 
ters, and all of them, ufe Geometry ; 
for neither Grammar, Rhetorick, Logick, 
nor any other of the faid Sciences can fub- 
fift without Geometry, ergo , mod worthy 
and honourable. 


B 


You 
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You afk me how this Science was in- 
vented ; my Anfwer is this, That before 
the General Deluge, which is commonly 
called Noah's Flood, there was a Man 
called Lantech, as you may read in the 
Fourth Chapter of Genejis, who had two 
Wives, the one called Ada, the other 
Zilla ; by Ada he begat two Sons, Jabal 
and Jubal ; by Zilla he had one Son 
called Tubal, and a Daughter called 
Naamah. Thefe four Children found 
the beginning of all Crafts in the World : 
"Jabal found out Geometry , and he divided 
Flocks of Sheep, and Lands ; he firft built 
a Houfe of Stone and Timber. Jubal 
found out Mujick ; Tubal found out the 
Smith’s Trade or Craft, alfo of Gold, Sil- 
ver, Copper, Iron and Steel ; Naamah 
found out the Craft of Weaving. And 
thefe Children knew that GOD would 
take Vengeance for Sins, either by Fire 
or Water, wherefore they did write thefe 
Sciences, that they had found, on two 
Pillars of Stone, that they might be 
found after that GOD had taken Ven- 
geance ; the one was Marble, that would 
not burn, the other was Latrefs, that 
would not drown in Water ; fo that the 
one would be preferved, and not con- 
fumed, if GOD would any People fhould 

live 
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live upon the Earth. It refteth now to 
tell you how thefe Stones were found, 
whereon the faid Sciences were written, 
after the faid Deluge : It fo pleafed God 
Almighty, that the Great Hermarmes , 
whofe Son Lunie was, who was the Son 
of Sem, who was the Son of Noah. The 
faid Hermarmes was afterwards called 
Hermes , the Father of Lunie, he found 
one of the two Pillars of Stone. He 
found thefe Sciences written thereon, and 
taught them to other Men. And at the 
Tower of Babylon , Mafonry was much 
made on ; for the King of Babylon , who 
was Nemorth , was a Mafon , and ferv’d 
the Science ; and when the City of Ni- 
nevah, and other Cities of the Eajt, 
fhould be built, Nemorth fent thither 
Threefcore Mafons, at the Defire of the 
King of Ninevah ; and when they went 
forth, he gave them a Charge after this 
manner, That they fhould be true one to 
another, and love one another, that he 
might have Worfhip by them in fending 
them to his Cozen the King. He alfo 
gave them Charge concerning their Sci- 
ence; and then it was the firft time that 
any Mafon had Charge of his Work. Al- 
fo Abraham , and Sarah his Wife, went 
into Egypt, and taught the Egyptians the 

Seven 
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Seven Liberal Sciences; and he had an 
ingenious Schollar called Euclydes, who 
perfectly learned the faid Liberal Sciences. 

It happen’d in his Days, the Lords and 
States of the Realm had fo many Sons un- 
lawfully begotten by other Men’s Wives, 
that the Land was burthen’d with them, 
having fmall Means to maintain them 
withal; the King underftanding thereof, 
caufed a Parliament to be called or fum- 
moned for Redrefs, but being fo Num- 
berlefs that no Good could be done with 
them, he caufed Proclamation to be made 
through the Realm, that if any Man 
could devife any Courfe how to main- 
tain them, to inform the King, and he 
thou Id be well rewarded ; whereupon 
Euclydes came to the King, and faid 
thus. My noble Sovereign, if I may have 
the Order of Government of thofe Lords 
Sons, I will teach them the Seven Libe- 
ral Sciences, whereby they may live ho- 
neftly like Gentlemen, provided that you 
will grant me Power over them by vir- 
tue of your Dominion ; which was imme- 
diately effected, and there Euclydes gave 
them thefe Admonitions following : 

I. To be true to their King. 

II. To 
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II. To be true to the Mafter they ferve. 

III. To be true, and love one ano- 
ther. 

IV. Not to mifcall one another, &c. 

V. To do their Work fo duly, that they 
may deferve their Wages at their Ma- 
iler’s Hands. 

VI. To ordain the wifeft of them Mafter 
of the reft of the Work. 

VII. To have fuch reafonable Wages, that 
the Workman may live honeftly, and 
with Credit. 

VIII. To come and alfemble together in 
the Year, to take Council in their Craft 
how they may work beft to ferve their 
Lord and Mafter, for his Profit, and 
their own Credit, and to corredt fuch 
as have offended. 

Note, That Mafonry was heretofore 

term’d Geometry , and fithence the Chil- 
dren of Ifrael came to the Land of Be- 

theft , which is now called Emens, in the 

Country 
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Country of Jerufalem, where they began 
a Temple, which is now called the Tem- 
ple of Jerufalem : And King David 
loved Mafons well and cheriih’d them, 
for he gave them good Payment, and 
gave them a Charge, as Euclydes had 
given them before in Egypt , and further, 
as hereafter followeth ; and after the 
Deceafe of King David, Solomon his 
Son finiihed the Temple that his Father 
had began ; he fent for Mafons of divers 
Nations, to the Number of Four and 
Twenty Thoufand, of which Number 
Four Thoufand were eledted and created 
Mailers and Governors of the Work. And 
there was a King of another Region or 
Country, called Hiram, who loved well 
King Solomon , and he gave him Timber 
for the Work ; and he had a Son called 
Amon , and he was Mailer of Geometry, 
and he was chief Mailer of all his Mafons, 
of Carving- Work, and of all other Work 
of Mafonry that belong’d to the Temple, 
as appears by the Bible in Lib. Regum 
Cap. 4. And King Solomon confirmed all 
Things concerning Mafons, that David 
his Father had given in Charge ; and 
then Mafons did travel divers Countries, 
fome to augment their Knowledge in the 
faid Art, and to inilrudt others. 

And 


Digitized by C.ooQle 



( 9 ) 

And it happen’d that a curious Mafon 
named Memongrecus , that had been at 
the building of Solomon's Temple, came 
into France, and taught the Science of 
Mafonry to the Frenchmen ; and there 
was a King of France called Carolus 
Martel , who loved greatly Mafonry , who 
fent for the faid Memongrecus, and learn- 
ed of him the faid Sciences, and became 
one of the Fraternity; and thereupon 
began great Works, and liberally did pay 
his Workmen : He confirm’d unto them 
a large Charter, and was yearly prefent 
at their Afifembly, which was a great Ho- 
nour and Encouragement unto them ; and 
thus came the Science into France. 

The Knowledge of Mafonry was un- 
known in England, until St. Alban came 
thither, who inftrudfed the King in the 
faid Science of Mafonry , and alfo in Di- 
vinity, who was a Pagan : He walled 
the Town now called St. Alban ; he be- 
came in high Favour with the King, in- 
fomuch that he was Knighted, and made 
the King’s Chief Steward, and the Realm 
was governed by him under the faid King. 
He greatly cherifhed and loved Mafons, 
and truly paid them their Wages Weekly, 
which was 3 s. 6 d. the Week. He alfo 
purchafed for them a Charter from the 

King 
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King to hold a General Alfembly and 
Council Yearly. He made many Mafons, 
and gave them fuch a Charge as is here- 
after declared. 

It happen’d prefently after the Martyr- 
dom of St. Alban , who is truly term’d 
England ’ s Proto-Martyr , that a certain 
King invaded the Land, and deftroy’d 
moll of the Natives by Fire and Sword, 
that the Science of MaJ'onry was much 
decay’d, until the Reign of King Athel- 
Jlon, which fome write Adlejlon , who 
brought the Land to Peace and Rell, 
from the infulting Danes. He began to 
build many Abbies, Monafteries, and other 
Religious Houfes, as alfo Caftles and di- 
vers Fortrefles for Defence of his Realm. 
He loved Mafons more than his Father; 
he greatly ftudy’d Geometry, and fent into 
many Lands for Men expert in the Science. 
He gave them a very large Charter, to 
hold a Yearly Aflembly, and Power to 
correct Offenders in the faid Science ; and 
the King himfelf caufed a General Af- 
fembly of all Mafons in his Realm, at 
York, and there made many Mafons , 
and gave them a deep Charge for Obfer- 
vation of all fuch Articles as belonged 
unto Mafonry, and delivered them the 
faid Charter to keep ; and when this Af- 

fembly 
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fembly was gathered together, he caufed 
a Cry to be made, that if any of them 
had any Writing that did concern Ma- 
fonry , or could inform the King of any 
Thing or Matter that was wanting in the 
faid Charge already delivered, that they 
or he ftiould Ihew them to the King, or 
recite them to him ; and there were fome 
in French , fome in Greek , and fome in 
Englijh, and other Languages, whereupon 
the King caufed a Book to be made, 
which declared how the Science was firft 
invented, and the Utility thereof, which 
Book he commanded to be read, and 
plainly declared, when any Man was to 
be made a Mafon that he might fully un- 
derftand what Articles, Rules and Orders 
he was obliged to obferve ; and from that 
time unto this Day Mafonry hath been 
much refpedted and preferved, and divers 
new Articles have been added to the faid 
Charge, by good Advice and Confent of 
the Mailers and Fellows. 


c 


Tunc 
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U»«j <?x Senioribus veniat librum 
illi qui Injur andum reddat & ponat 
Manum in libro vel fupra librum dum 
Articulus & Precepta Jibi legentur. 


Saying thus by way of Exhortation, 

M Y loving and refpedted Friends and 
Brethren, I humbly befeech you, 
as you love your Soul’s eternal Welfare, 
your Credit, and your Country’s Good, 
to be very Careful in Obfervation of thefe 
Articles that I am about to read to this 
Deponent; for ye are obliged to perform 
them as well as he, fo hoping of your 
Care herein, I will, by God’s Grace, be- 
gin the Charge. 

I. Tam to admonifh you to honour God 
in his holy Church ; that you ufe no He- 
refy, Schifm and Error in your Under- 
ftandings, or difcredit Men’s Teachings. 


II. To 
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II. To be true to our Sovereign Lord 
the King, his Heirs and lawful Succeflors ; 
committing no Treafon, Mifprifion of 
Treafon, or Felony; and if any Man (hall 
commit Treafon that you know of, you 
{hall forthwith give Notice thereof to his 
Majefty, his Privy Counfellors, or fom^ 
other Perfon that hath Commiffion to en- 
quire thereof. 

III. You {hall be true to your Fellows 
and Brethren of the Science of Mafonry , 
and do unto them as you would be done 
unto. 

IV. You {hall keep Secret the obfcure 
and intricate Parts of the Science, not 
difclofing them to any but fuch as ftudy 
and ufe the fame. 

V. You {hall do your Work truly and 
faithfully, endeavouring the Profit and 
Advantage of him that is Owner of the 
faid Work. 

VI. You {hall call Mafons your Fel- 
lows and Brethren, without Addition of 
Knaves, or other bad Language. 


VII. You 
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VII. You fhall not take your Neigh- 
bour’s Wife Willinoufly, nor his Daughter, 
nor his Maid or his Servant, to ufe un- 
godly. 

VIII. You fhall not carnally lye with 
any Woman that is belonging to the Houfe 
where you are at Table. 

IX. You fhall truly pay for your Meat 
and Drink, where you are at Table. 

X. You fhall not undertake any Man’s ' 
Work, knowing yourfelf unable or unex- 
pert to perform and effedt the fame, that 
no Difcredit or Afperfion may be imputed 
to the Science, or the Lord or Owner of 
the faid Work be any wife prejudic’d. 

XI. You fhall not take any Work to 
do at exceflive or unreafonable Rates, 
to deceive the Owner thereof, but fo as 
he may be truly and faithfully ferv’d with 
his own Goods. 

XII. You fhall fo take your Work, that 
thereby you may live honeftly, and pay 
your Fellows the Wages as the Science 
doth require. 

XIII. You 
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XIII. You fhall not fupplant any of 
your Fellows of their Work, (that is to 
fay) if he or any of them hath or have 
taken any Work upon him or them, or he 
or they ftand Matter or Matters of any 
Lord or Owner’s Work, that you ftiall 
not put him or them out from the faid 
Work, altho’ you perceive him or them 
unable to finifti the fame. 

XIV. You (hall not take any Apprentice 
to ferve you in the faid Science of Ma- 
fonry , under the Term of Seven Years; 
nor any but fuch as are defcended of 
good and honeft Parentage, that no Scan- 
dal may be imputed to the faid Science of 

Mafonry. 

XV. You fhall not take upon you to 
make any one Mafon , without the Privity 
or Confent of fix, or five at leaft of your 
Fellows, and not but fuch as is Freeborn, 
and whofe Parents live in good Fame and 
Name, and that hath his right and per- 
fedt Limbs, and able of Body to attend 
the faid Science. 


XVI. You 
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XVI. You fhall not pay any of your 
Fellows more Money than he or they 
have deferv’d, that you be not deceiv’d 
by flight or falfe Working, and the Owner 
thereof much wrong’d. 

XVII. You fhall not flander any of 
your Fellows behind their Backs, to im- 
pair their Temporal Eftate or good 
Name. 

XVIII. You (hall not, without very 
urgent Caufe, anfwer your Fellow dog- 
gedly or ungodly, but as becomes a lo- 
ving Brother in the faid Science. 

XIX. You fhall duly reverence your 
Fellows, that the Bond of Charity and 
mutual Love may continue fledfafl and 
liable amongfl you. 

XX. You fhall not (except in Chriji- 
mas time) ufe any lawlefs Games, as 
Dice, Cards, or fuch like. 

XXI. You fhall not frequent any Houfes 
of Bawdery, or be a Pander to any of 
your Fellows or others, which will be 
a great Scandal to the Science. 

XXII. You 
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XXII. You fhall not go out to drink 
by Night, or if Occafion happen that 
you mu ft go, you fhall not ftay paft 
Eight of the Clock, having fome of 
your Fellows, or one at the leaft, to 
bear you Witnefs of the honeft Place you 
were in, and your good Behaviour, to 
avoid Scandal. 

XXIII. You fhall come to the Yearly 
Aflembly, if you know where it is kept, 
being within Ten Miles of the Place of 
your Abode, fubmitting your felf to the 
Cenfure of your Fellows, wherein you 

have to make fatisfadtion, 

or elfe to defend by Order of the King’s 
Laws. 

XXIV. You fhall not make any Mould, 
Square, or Rule to mould Stones withal, 
but fuch as are allowed by the Fra- 
ternity. 

XXV. You fhall fet Strangers at Work, 
having Employment for them, at leaft a 
Fortnight, and pay them their Wages 
truly, and if you want Work for them, 
then you fhall relieve them with Money to 

defray 
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defray their reafonable Charges to the 
next Lodge. 

XXVI. You lhall truly attend your 
Work, and truly end the fame, whether 
it be Talk or Journey-Work, if you 
may have the Payment and Wages ac- 
cording to your Agreement made with the 
Mailer or Owner thereof. 

All thefe Articles and Charge, which 
I have now read unto you, you lhall 
well and truly obferve, perform and 
keep to the bell of your Power, 
and Knowledge, So help you God, 
and the true and holy Contents of 
this Book. 

and mojeoder 31 a. b. do i)m 
in tt)e |&jeience of d5od airmgfttp, 
and of mp ifellotos and B^etdren 
dere pretent, pjomtfe and declare, 
Cdat 31 drill not at anp Ctme 
dereafter dp anp art oi Ctrcum^ 
Gance todattoeder, dtrettlp oi in* 
dtrettlp, publtfd, dtfcoder, redeal 
o? made Imoton anp of tpete St* 
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This Charge belongeth to ap- 
prentices. 


Imprimis. ~\T O U lhall truly ho- 
JL nour God, and his holy 
Church, the King, your Mailer, and 
Dame ; you lhall not abfent yourfelf, 
but with the Licence of one or both 
of them, from their Service, by Day or 
Night. 

II. You lhall not Purloyn or Steal, 
or be Privy or accelfary to the Purloyning 
or Stealing to the Value of Six-pence 
from them or either of them. 

III. You lhall not commit Adultery 
or Fornication in the Houfe of your 
Mailer, with his Wife, Daughter or 
Maid. 


IV. You 
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IV. You {hall not difclofe your Ma- 
tter’s or Dame’s Secrets or Councils, which 
they have reported unto you, or what is 
to be concealed, fpoken or done within 
the Privities of their Houfe, by them, or 
either of them, or by any Free-Ma- 
fon. 

V. You {hall not maintain any difo- 
bedient Argument with your Matter, 
Dame, or any Free-Mafon. 

VI. You {hall reverently behave your 
felf towards all Free-Mafons, ufing nei- 
ther Cards, Dice, or any other unlaw- 
ful Games, Chrijimas Time except- 
ed. 


VII. You {hall not haunt, or fre- 
quent any Taverns or Ale-houfes, 
or fo much as go into any of them, 
except it be upon your Matter or your 
Dame , their or any of their Af- 
fairs, or with their or the one of their 
Confents. 

VIII. You {hall not commit Adultery 
or Fornication in any Man’s Houfe, 

where 
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where you (hall be at Table or at 
Work. 

IX. You {hall not marry, or contract 
yourfelf to any Woman during your 
Apprenticeship. 

X. You {hall not fteal any Man’s Goods, 
but efpecially your Matter’s, or any of 
his Fellow Mafons , nor fuffer any to 
fteal their Goods, but {hall hinder the 
Telon, if you can ; and if you cannot, 
then you {hall acquaint the faid Matter and 
his Fellows prefently. 




Addi- 
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Additional Orders and Confti- 
tutions made and agreed up- 
on at a General AJfembly 

held at , on the 

Eighth Day of December, 

1663. 

I. r I ''HAT no Perfon, of what Degree 
JL foever, be accepted a Free- 
Mafon, unlefs he lhall have a Lodge 
of five Free-Mafons at the leaft, where- 
of one to be a Mafter or Warden of 
that Limit or Divifion where fuch Lodge 
(hall be kept, and another to be a 
Workman of the Trade of Free-Ma- 
fonry. 

II. That no Perfon hereafter (hall 
be accepted a Free-Mafon , but fuch as 

are 
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are of able Body, honeft Parentage, good 
Reputation, and Obfervers of the Laws 
of the Land. 

III. That no Perfon hereafter, which 
(hall be accepted a Free-Mafon, (hall be 
admitted into any Lodge, or AlTembly, 
until he hath brought a Certificate of 
the Time and Place of his Acception, 
from the Lodge that accepted him, un- 
to the Mafter of that Limit and Divi- 
fion, where fuch Lodge was kept, 
which faid Mafter (hall enroll the fame 
on Parchment in a Roll to be kept for 
that Purpofe, and give an Account of 
all fuch Acceptions, at every General 
Aflembly. 

IV. That every Perfon, who is now 
a Free-Mafon, (hall bring to the Mafter 
a Note of the Time of his Acception„ 
to the end the fame may be enrolled 
in fuch Priority of Place, as the Perfon 
deferves, and to the end the whole Com- 
pany and Fellows may the better know 
each other. 

V. That for the future the faid So- 
ciety, Company and Fraternity of Free- 

Mafons, 
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Mafons , {hall be regulated and governed 
by one Mafter, and as many Wardens as 
the faid Company {hall think fit to 
chufe at every Yearly General Aflem- 
bly. 

VI. That no Perfon {hall be accepted 
a Free-Mafon , unlefs he be One and 
Twenty Years Old, or more. 

VII. That no perfon hereafter be ac- 
cepted a Free-Mafon , or know the Se- 
crets of the faid Society, until he {hall 
have firft taken the Oath of Secrecy here 
following, viz. 

31 a. b. Do pere in tpe defence ot 
dSoD Sllmlgptp, anD of mp jfellotos 
anti Bjetpren pere pjefent, pjomtfe 
ant) Declare, Cpat 31 totll not at 
anp Ctme pereafiter Dp anp % tf oi 
Ctrcumftance topatfoePer, Dtretflp 
o? tnDtretflp, puDltfl), DtfcoDer, re- 
peal o? matte trnoton anp of tpe* 
ft Secrets, | DnPtfico o? Coun* 
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hrmahl h* ^ me bctta&tV (bail 
!ZI tt it , t llmotX)n unto me* ^yoheto 

2® Still tJ)f tru( ant) (if.).. 
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TO 

His Grace the DUKE of 

MONTAGU. 



My Lord , ■ 

fiY Order of his Grace the Duke 
of Wharton, the prefent Right 
Worfhipful Grand-Master of 
the Free- Mafons ; and, as his 
Deputy , I humbly dedicate this Book of 
the Conjlitutions of our ancient Fraternity to 
your Grace , in Teftimony of your honour- 
able, prudent, and vigilant Difcharge of the 
Office of our Grand-Master laft Year. 

I need not tell your Grace what Pains 
our learned Author has taken in com- 
piling and digefting this Book from the 

old 
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old Records, and how accurately he has 
compar’d and made every thing agreeable 
to Hijlory and Chronology , fo as to render 
thefe New Constitutions a juft and 
exad Account of Mafonry from the Be- 
ginning of the World to your Grace's 
Mastership, ftill preferving all that was 
truly ancient and authentick in the old 
ones: For every Brother will be pleas’d 
with the Performance, that knows it had 
your Grace’s Perufal and Approbation, 
and that it is now printed for the Ufe of 
the Lodges , after it was approv’d by the 
Grand-Lodge, when your Grace was 
Grand-Master. All the Brotherhood 
will ever remember the Honour your 
Grace has done them, and your Care 
for their Peace, Harmony, and lafting 
Friendfhip : Which none is more duly 
fenfible of than, 

My LORD , 

Your Grace’s 
Mojl oblig'd , and 

Mojl obedient Servant, 
And Faithful Brother, 

J. T. Desaguliers 
Deputy Grand-Mafter. 
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THE 


CONSTITUTION, 
Hiftory, Laws , Charges , Orders , 
Regulations , and Ufages , 

OF THE 

Right Worfhipful FRATERNITY of 

Accepted Free MASONS; 

COLLECTED 

From their general RECORDS, and 
their faithful TRADITIONS of 
many Ages. 

TO BE READ 

At the Admiffion of a New Brother, when the 
Mafter or Warden fhall begin, or order fome 
other Brother to read as follows : 

DAM, our firft Parent, created 
after the Image of God, the 
great Architect of the Vniverfe , 
mu ft have had the Liberal Sci- 
ences, particularly Geometry , written on his 
Heart; for even iince the Fall, we find 
the Principles of it in the Hearts of his 
Offspring, and which, in procefs of time, 
have been drawn forth into a convenient 

Method 



Year of 
the World 


4003. 

before 

Chrift. 
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Method of Proportions , by obferving the 
Laws of Proportion taken from Mechanifm : 
So that as the Mechanical Arts gave Occa- 
fion to the Learned to reduce the Elements 
of Geometry into Method, this noble Science 
thus reduc’d, is the Foundation of all thofe 
Arts, (particularly of Majonry and Archi- 
tecture) and the Rule by which they are 
conducted and perform’d. 

No doubt Adam taught his Sons Geo- 
metry, and the ufe of it, in the feveral 
Arts and Crafts convenient, at leall, for 
thofe early Times ; for Cain, we find, 
built a City, which he call’d Consecrated, 
or Dedicated, after the Name of his eldeft 
Son Enoch ; and becoming the Prince of 
the. one Half of Mankind, his Pofterity 
would imitate his royal Example in im- 
proving both the noble Science and the 
ufeful Art.* 

Nor can we fuppofe that Seth was lefs 
inftrudted, who being the Prince of the 
other Half of Mankind, and alfo the prime 
Cultivator of Ajlronomy , would take equal 

Care 


* As other Arts were alio improv’d by them, viz . 
working in Metal by Tubal Cain, Mufic by Jubal, 
Pajiorage and Tent-Making by Jabal, which laft is 
good Architecture . 
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Care to teach Geometry and Mafonry to his 
Offspring, who had alfo the mighty Ad- 
vantage of Adam's living among them.* 
But without regarding uncertain Ac- 
counts, we may fafely conclude the old 
World , that lafted 1656 Years, could not 
be ignorant of Mafonry ; and that both 
the Families of Seth and Cain eredted many 
curious Works, until at length Noah, the 
ninth from Seth, was commanded and 
directed of God to build the great Ark, 
which, tho’ of Wood, was certainly fabri- 
cated by Geometry, and according to the 
Rules of Mafonry. 

Noah, and his three Sons, Japhet, 
Shem, and Ham, all Mafons true, brought 
with them over the Flood the Traditions 
and Arts of the Ante-deluvians, and amply 

communicated 


* For by fome Veftiges of Antiquity we find one 
of 'em, godly Enoch, (who dy'd not, but was trans- 
lated alive to Heaven) prophecying of the final Confla- 
gration at the Day of Judgment (as St. Jude tells us) and 
likewife of the General Deluge for the Punifhment of 
the World : Upon which he erefted his two large 
Pillars, (tho' fome afcribe them to Seth) the one of 
Stone , and the other of Bricky whereon were engraven 
the Liberal Sciences, Zzfc. And that the Stone Pillar 
remain'd in Syria until the Days of Vefpafian the 
Emperor. 
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communicated them to their growing Off- 
fpring; for about ioi Years after the 
Flood, we find a vaft Number of ’em, if 
not the whole Race of Noah, in the Vale 
of Shitiar, employ’d in building a City and 
large Tower, in order to make to themfelves 
a Name, and to prevent their Difperfion. 
And tho’ they carry’d on the Work to a 
monftrous Height, and by their Vanity 
provok’d God to confound their Devices, 
by confounding their Speech, which occa- 
fion’d their Difperfion ; yet their Skill in 
Mafonry is not the lefs to be celebrated, 
having fpent above 53 Years in that pro- 
digious Work, and upon their Difperfion 
carry’d the mighty Knowledge with them 
into diftant Parts, where they found the 
good ufe of it in the Settlement of their 
Kingdoms, Commonwealths , and Dynajlies. 
And tho’ afterwards it was loft in moft Parts 
of the Earth, it was efpecially preferv’d in 
Shinar and Ajfyria , where Nimrod,* the 

Founder 


* Nimrod, which fignifies a Rebel, was the Name 
given him by the holy Family, and by Mofes} but 
among his Friends in Chaldea, his proper Name was 
Belus, which fignifies Lord ; and afterwards was 
worfhipped as a God by many Nations, under the 
Name of Bel, or Baal, and became the Bacchus of the 
Ancients, or Bar Chus, the Son of Chus. 
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Founder of that Monarchy, after the Dif- 
perfion, built many fplendid Cities, as 
Ereck , Accad, and Calneh , in Shinar ; 
from whence afterwards he went forth into 
Assyria, and built Niniveh, Rehoboth, 
Caleh , and Rhejin. 

In thefe Parts, upon the Tygris and Eu- 
phrates, afterwards flourifh’d many learned 
Priejls and Mathematicians , known by the 
Names of Chaldees and Magi, who pre- 
ferv’d the good Science, Geometry, as the 
Kings and great Men encourag’d the Royal 
Art. But it is not expedient to fpeak 
more plain of the Premifes, except in a 
formed Lodge. 

From hence, therefore, the Science and 
Art were both tranfmitted to latter Ages 
and diftant Climes, notwithftanding the 
Confulion of Languages or Dialedts, which, 
tho’ it might help to give Rife to the 
Mafons Faculty and ancient univerfal 
Practice of converting without fpeaking, 
and of knowing each other at a Diftance, 
yet hinder’d not the Improvement of Ma- 
fonry in each Colony, and their Communi- 
cation in their diftindt National Dialed!. 

•And, no doubt, the Royal Art was 
brought down to Egypt by Mitzraim, 
the fecond fon of Ham , about fix Years 
f after 
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after the Confufion at Babel , and after the 
Flood 160 Years, when he led thither his 
Colony ; (for Egypt is Mitzraim in He- 
brew) becaufe we find the River Nile’s 
overflowing its Banks, foon caus’d an Im- 
provement in Geometry , which confequently 
brought Mafonry much in requeft : For the 
ancient noble Cities, with the other magni- 
ficent Edifices of that Country, and par- 
ticularly the famous Pyramids, demon- 
ftrate the early Tafte and Genius of that 
ancient Kingdom. Nay, one of thofe 
Egyptian Pyramids * is reckon’d the Firjt 
of the Seven Wonders of the World, the 
Account of which, by Hiftorians and 
Travellers, is almoft incredible. 

The Sacred Records inform us well that 
the eleven great Sons of Canaan (the 
youngeft Son of Ham ) foon fortified them- 
felves in ftrong Holds, and ftately walled 

Cities, 


* The Marble Stones, brought a vaft way from the 
Quarries of Arabia , were moft of ’em 30 r oof long j 
and its Foundation cover’d the Ground of 700 Foot 
on each Side, or 2800 Foot in Compafs, and 481 in 
perpendicular Height. And in perfecting it were em- 
ploy’d every Day, for 20 whole Y ears, 360,000 Men, 
by fome ancient Egyptian King , long before the 
Israelites were a People, for the Honour of his Em- 
pire, and at laft to become his Tomb. 
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Cities, and eredted moil beautiful Temples 
and Manlions ; for when the Ifraelites, 
under the great Jo/hua, invaded their 
Country, they found it fo regularly fenc’d, 
that without the immediate Intervention 
of God in behalf of his peculiar People, 
the Canaanites were impregnable and in- 
vincible. Nor can we fuppofe lefs of the 
other Sons of Ham, viz. Chu/h, his eldeft, 
in South Arabia , and Phut, or Phuts, (now 
called Fez ) in Weft Africa. 

And furely the fair and gallant Pofterity 
of Japhet, (the eldeft Son of Noah ) even 
fuch as travell’d into the Ifles of the Gen- 
tiles, muft have been equally lkill’d in 
Geometry and Mafonry ; tho’ we know 
little of their Tranfadtions and mighty 
Works, until their original Knowledge was 
almoft loft by the Havock of War, and by 
not maintaining a due Correfpondence 
with the polite and learned Nations ; for 
when that Correfpondence was open’d in 
After-Ages, we find they began to be moft 
curious Architedts. 

The Pofterity of Shem had alfo equal 
Opportunities of cultivating the ufeful Art, 
even thofe of ’em that planted their Colo- 
nies in the South and Eaft of AJia ; much 
more thofe of ’em, that in the great AJfy- 
rian 
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rian Empire, liv’d in a feparate State, or 
were blended with other Families: Nay, 
that holy Branch of Shem (of whom, as 
concerning the Flelh, Christ came) could 
not be unlkilful in the learned Arts of Af- 
fyria ; for Abram, after the Confufion at 
Babel about 268 Years, was called out of 
Ur of the Chaldees , where he learned Geo- 
metry, and the Arts that are perform’d by 
it, which he would carefully tranfmit to 
IJhmael, to Ifaac, and to his Sons, by Ketu- 
rah ; and by Ifaac , to Efau, and Jacob , 
and the twelve Patriarchs : Nay, the Jews 
believe that Abram alfo inftruCted the 
Egyptians in the Affyrian Learning. 

Indeed, the feleCt Family long ufed 
Military Architecture only, as they were 
Sojourners among Strangers ; but before 
the 430 Years of their Peregrination were 
expired, even about 86 Years before their 
Exodus, the Kings of Egypt forc’d moft of 
them to lay down their Shepherds Inftru- 
ments, and Warlike Accoutrements, and 
train’d them to another fort of Architecture 
in Stone and Brick, as holy Writ, and other 
Hiftories, acquaint us; which God did 
wifely over-rule, in order to make them 
good Mafons before they pofTeff’d the pro- 
mif’d Land, then famous for moft curious 
Mafonry. And 
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And while marching to Canaan , thro’ 

Arabia , under Mofes, God was pleafed to in- 
fpire Bezaleel, of the Tribe of Judah, and 
Aholiab, of the Tribe of Dan, with Wif- 
dom of Heart for erecting thatmoft glorious a. m. 
Tent, or Tabernacle, wherein the She- 2 *'+- 
chinah relided; which, tho’ not of Stone Ante'ch. 
or Brick, was framed by Geometry, a mod 
beautiful Piece of Architecture, (andprov’d 
afterwards the Model of Solomon's Temple) 
according to the Pattern that God had 
fhewn to Moses in the Mount ; who 
therefore became the General Master- 
Mason, as well as King of JeJfurun, being 
well {kill’d in all the Egyptian Learning, 
and divinely infpir’d with more fublime 
Knowledge in Mafonry. 

So that the Ifraelites, at their leaving 
Egypt, were a whole Kingdom of Mafons, 
well inftrudted, under the Conduit of their 
Grand Master Moses, who often mar- 
fhall’d them into a regular and general 
Lodge, while in the Wildernefs, and gave 
them wife Charges, Orders, &c. had they 
been well obferv’d ! But no more of the 
Premifes mud be mention’d. 

And after they were polfefs’d of Canaan, a. m. 
the Ifraelites came not fhort of the old In- 
habitants in Mafonry, but rather vaftly im- Ante cb. 

prov’d 
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prov’d it, by the fpecial Direction of Hea- 
ven ; they fortify’d better, and improv’d 
their City-Houfes and the Palaces of their 
Chiefs, and only fell fhort in /acred Archi- 
tecture while the Tabernacle flood, but no 
longer; for the fineft facred Building of 
the Canaanites was the Temple of Dagon in 
Gaza of the Philijlines, very magnificent, 
and capacious enough to receive 5000 
People under its Roof, that was artfully 
fupported by two main Columns ;* and was 
a wonderful Difcovery of their mighty 
Skill in true Mafonry, as muft be own’d. 

But Dagon' s Temple, and the fineft 
Structures of Tyre and Sidon, could not be 
compared with the Eternal God’s Tem- 
ple at Jerufalem, begun and finifh’d, to 
the Amazement of all the World, in the 
fhort fpace of /even Tears and fix Months, 
by that wifeft Man and moft glorious King 

of 


* By which the glorious Sampson pull’d it down 
upon the Lords of the Pbili/iines y and was alfo in- 
tangled in the fame Death which he drew upon his 
Enemies for putting out his Eyes, after he had reveal’d 
his Secrets to his Wife, that betray’d him into their 
Hands ; for which Weaknefs he never had the Honour 
to be number’d among Mafons : But it is not con- 
venient to write more of this. 
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of Ifrael, the Prince of Peace and Architec- 
ture, Solomon (the Son of David, who 
was refufed that Honour for being a Man 
of Blood) by divine Direction, without the 
Noife of Work-mens Tools, though there 
were employ’d about it no lefs than 3,600 
Princes,* or Majler-Mafons, to conduit the 
Work according to Solomon's Directions, 
with 80,000 Hewers of Stone in the Moun- 
tain, or Fellow Craftfmen, and 70,000 La- 
bourers, in all 153,600 

befides the Levy under Adoni-' \ 
ram to work in the Mountains I 
of Lebanon by turns with the | 3 °> 000 

Sidonians , viz. - J 

being in all 183,600 

for which great Number of ingenious 

Mafons, 


# In i Kings v. 16. they are call’d Dnn Harodim , 
Rulers or Provofts aflifting King Solomon , who were 
fet over the Work, and their Number there is only 
3,300: But 2 Chron . ii. 18. they are called OTifto 
Menatzchim , Overfeers and Comforters of the People 
in Working, and in Number 3,600 $ becaufe either 
300 might be more curious Artifts, and the Overfeers 
of the faid 3,300, or rather, not fo excellent, and only 
Deputy- Majlers, to fupply their Places in cafe of Death 
or Abfence, that fo there might be always 3,300 aSting 
Majlers compleat ; or elfe they might be the Overfeers 
of the 70,000 VnD wn IJh Sabbal , Men of Burden, or 

Labourers, 
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Mafons, Solomon was much* oblig’d to 
Hiram, or Huram , King of ’Tyre, who 
fent his Mafons and Carpenters to Jerufa- 
lem , and the Firs and Cedars of Lebanon to 
Joppa , the next Sea-port. 

But above all, he fent his Namefake 
Hiram, or Huram, the moft accomplifh’d 
Mafon upon Earth.* 

And the prodigious Expence of it alfo 
enhaunceth its Excellency ; for befides 

King 


Labourers, who were not Mafons, but ferved the 
8o,ooo avn IJh Cbotzeb, Men of Hewing, called 
alfoCD'Vn^ GA/W//w,Stone-Squarers and Sculpturers; and 
alfo Bonai, Builders in Stone, part of which belong’d 
to Solomon , and part to Hiram y King of Tyre^ i Kings 
v, 18. 

* We read (2 Chron. ii. 13.) Hiram, King of Tyre , 
(called there Huram) in his Letter to King Solomon, 
fays, I have fent a cunning Man , cnmV le Huram 
Abhi , not to be tranflated according to the vulgar 
Greek and Latin , Huram my Father , as if this Archi- 
te& was King Hiram’s Father ; for his Defcription, 
ver. 14. refutes it, and the Original plainly imports, 
Huram of my Father* s> viz . the Chief Majler-Mafon of 
my Father, King Abibalus ; (who enlarg’d and 
beautify’d the City of Tyre , as ancient Hiftories in- 
form us, whereby the Tyrians at this time were moft 
expert in Mafonry) tho’ fome think Hiram the King 
might call Hiram the Architedfc Father , as learned and 
fkillful Men were wont to be call’d of old Times, or 
as Jofeph was call’d the Father of Pharaoh ; and as 

the 
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King David's vaft Preparations, his richer 
Son Solomon, and all the wealthy Ifrae- 

lites. 


the fame Hiram is call’d Solomon's Father, (2 Chron . 
iv. 16.) where ’tis faid 

noVu; rut* onn rmw 

Shelo?noh lammelech Abhif Chur am ghnafah 
Did Huram, his Father , make to King Solomon. 

But the Difficulty is over at once, by allowing the 
Word Abif to be the Surname of Hiram the Mafon, 
called alfo {Chap. ii. 13.) Hiram Abi, as here Hiram 
Abif ; for being fo amply defcrib’d, (Chap. ii. 14.) we 
mayeafily fuppofe his Surname would not be conceal’d : 
And this Reading makes the Senfe plain and compleat, 
viz. that Hiram, King of Tyre, fent to King Solomon 
his Namefake Hiram Abif, the Prince of Architects, 
defcrib’d (1 Kings vii. 14.) to be a Widow's Son of 
the Tribe of Naphthali ; and in (2 Chron. ii. 14.) the 
faid King of Tyre calls him the Son of a Woman of the 
Daughters of Dan ; and in both Places, that his Father 
was a Man of Tyre; which Difficulty is remov’d, by 
fuppofing his Mother was either of the Tribe of Dan , 
or of the Daughters of the City called Dan in the 
Tribe of Naphthali , and his deceafed Father had been 
a Naphthalite , whence his Mother was call’d a Widow 
a/" Naphthali ; for his Father is not call’d a Tyrian by 
Defcent, but a Man of Tyre by Habitation ; as Obed 
Edom the Levite is call’d a Gittite by living among the 
Gittites, and the Apoftle Paul a Man of Tarfus. But 
fuppofing a Miftake in Tranfcribers, and that his 
Father was really a Tyrian by Blood, and his Mother 
only of the Tribe either of Dan or of Naphthali , that 
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lites , and the Nobles of all the neighbour- 
ing Kingdoms, largely contributed towards 
it in Gold, Silver, and rich Jewels, that 
amounted to a Sum almoft incredible. 

Nor do we read of any thing in Canaan 
fo large, the Wall that inclof’d it being 
7700 Foot in Compafs ; far lefs any holy 
Strudture lit to be nam’d with it, for ex- 
actly proportion’d and beautiful Dimen- 
lions, from the magnificent Porch on the 
Eajl , to the glorious and reverend Sanfium 
SanSiorum on the Weft, with moft lovely 
and convenient Apartments for the Kings 
and Princes, Priejis and Levites, Ifraelites, 

and 


can be no Bar againft allowing of his vaft Capacity ; 
for as his Father was a Worker in Bra/s , fo he himfelf 
was fill'd with Wifdom and Underfianding , and Cunning 
to work all Works in Brafs : And as King Solomon 
fent for him, fo King Hiram, in his Letter to Solomon , 
fays, And now 1 have fent a cunning Man, endued with 
Underfianding, Jkilful to work in Gold , Silver , Brafs , 
Iron , Stone , Timber , Purple , Blue , fine Linnen and 
Crimfon ; alfo to grave any manner of Graving, and to 
find out every Device zvhich Jhall be put to him , with thy 
cunning Men , and with the cunning Men of my Lord 
David thy Father . This divinely infpired Workman 
maintain’d this Chara&er in ere&ing the Temple, and 
in working the Utenfils thereof, far beyond the Per- 
formances of Aholiab and Bezaleel, being alfo univer- 
fally capable of all forts of Mafonry. 
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and Gentiles alfo ; it being an Houfe of 
Prayer for all Nations, and capable of re- 
ceiving in the Temple proper, and in all its 
Courts and Apartments together, no lefs 
than 300,000 People, by a modeft Calcula- 
tion, allowing a fquare Cubit to each 
Perfon. 

And if we confider the 1453 Columns 
of Parian Marble, with twice as many 
Pillajlers, both having glorious Capitals of 
feveral Orders, and about 2246 Windows, 
befides thofe in the Pavement, with the 
unfpeakable and coftly Decorations of it 
within ; (and much more might be /aid) we 
mud conclude its Profpedl to tranfcend 
our Imagination ; and that it was juftly 
efteem’d by far the fined Piece of Mafonry 
upon Earth before or fince, and the chief 
Wonder of the World; and was dedicated, 
or confecrated, in the moft folemn manner, a. m. 
by King Solomon. 

But leaving what mull not, and indeed Ant « ch. 
cannot, be communicated by Writing, we 
may warrantably affirm, that however am- 
bitious the Heathen were in cultivating of 
the Royal Art , it was never perfedcd, 
until God condefcended to inftrudt his 
peculiar People in rearing the above-men- 
tion’d (lately Tent, and in building at 

length 
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length this gorgeous Houfe , fit for the 
fpecial Refulgence of his Glory , where he 
dwelt between the Cherubims on the 
Mercy-Seat , and from thence gave them 
frequent oraculous Refponfes. 

This moll fumptuous, fplendid, beau- 
tiful, and glorious Edifice, attracted foon 
the inquifitive Artifts of all Nations to 
fpend fome time at Jerufalem, and furvey 
its peculiar Excellencies, as much as was 
allow’d to the Gentiles ; whereby they foon 
difcover’d, that all the World, with their 
joint Skill, came far fhort of the Ifraelites, 
in the Wifdom and Dexterity of Archi- 
tecture, when the wife King Solomon was 
Grand Master of the Lodge at Jerufalem , 
and the learned King Hiram was Grand 
Master of the Lodge at Lyre, and the 
infpired Hiram Abif was Mafer of Work, 
and Mafonry was under the immediate 
Care and Diredtion of Heaven, when the 
Noble and the Wife thought it their Honour 
to be aflifting to the ingenious Mafer s 
and Craftfmen, and when the Lemple of the 
True God became the Wonder of all 
Travellers, by which, as by the mod perfedt 
Pattern, they corredted the Architecture of 
their own Country upon their Return. 

So that after the Eredtion of Solomon's 

Temple, 
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Temple, Mafonry was improv’d in all the 
neighbouring Nations ; for the many Ar- 
tifts employ’d about it, under Hiram Abif, 
after it was finifh’d, difpers’d themfelves 
into Syria, Mefopotamia , AJfyria, Chaldea, 
Babylonia, Media , Perjia, Arabia , Africa , 
Leffer Afa, Greece, and other Parts of 
Europe, where they taught this liberal Art 
to the free born Sons of eminent Perfons, 
by whofe Dexterity the Kings, Princes, and 
Potentates, built many glorious Piles, and 
became the Grand Masters, each in his 
own Territory, and were emulous of excel- 
ling in this Royal Art ; nay, even in India, 
where the Correfpondence was open, we 
may conclude the fame : But none of the 
Nations, nor all together, could rival the 
Ifraelites, far lefs excel them, in Mafonry ; 
and their Temple remain’d the conftant 
Pattern.* Nay, 


* For tho* the Temple of Diana at Ephefus is fup- 
pos’d to have been firft built by fome of Japhefs 
Pofterity, that made a Settlement in Jonia about the 
Time of Mofe s ; yet it was often demolifh’d, and then 
rebuilt for the fake of Improvements in Mafonry; 
and we cannot compute the Period of its laft glorious 
Ere6Hon (that became another of the Seven Wonders of 
the World) to be prior to that of Solomon 9 s Temple; 
but that long afterwards the Kings of Leffer Afta 
join’d, for 220 Years, in finifhingit, with 107 Columns 

of 
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Nay, the Grand Monarch Nebu- 
chadnezar could never, with all his un- 
fpeakable Advantages, carry up his Mafonry 
to the beautiful Strength and Magnificence 
of the Temple Work, which he had, in 
a. m. warlike Rage, burnt down, after it had re- 
main’d in Splendor 416 Years from its 
AnteCh. Confecration. For after his Wars were 
over, and general Peace proclaim’d, he 
fet his Heart on Archite£lure, and became 
the Grand Master-Mason ; and having 
before led captive the ingenious Artifts of 
yudea, and other conquer’d Countries, he 
rais’d indeed the largeft Work upon Earth, 
even the Walls* and City, the Palaces and 

Hanging- 

of the fineft Marble, and many of ’em with moft ex- 
quifite Sculpture (each at the Expence of a King , by 
the Majler-Mafons Dresiphon and Archiphron) to 
fupport the planked Cieling and Roof of pure Cedar , 
as the Doors and Linings were of Cyprefs : Whereby 
it became the Miftrefs of Lejfer Jfia, in Length 425 
Foot, and in Breadth 220 Foot : Nay, fo admirable a 
Fabrick, that Xerxes left it Handing when he burnt 
A. M. all the other Temples in his Way to Greece ; tho’ at 

3648. laft it was fet on Fire and burnt down by a vile 

3 S 6 - Fellow, only for the Lull of being talk’d of, on the 

Ante Ch. ver y £) a y that Alexander the Great was born. 

• In Thicknefs 87 Foot, in Height 350 Foot, and 
in Compafs 480 Furlongs, or 60 Britijh Miles in an 
exa£t Square of 1 5 Miles a Side, built of large Bricks, 

cemented 
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Hanging-Gardens, the Bridge and Temple 
of Babylon, the Third of the Seven 

Wonders 


cemented with the hard Bitumen of that old Vale of 
S binar y with ioo Gates of Bra/s , or 25 a-fide, and 250 
Towers ten Foot higher than the Walls. 

From the faid 25 Gates in each Side went 25 
Streets in ftrait Lines, or in all 50 Streets , each 1 5 
Miles long, with four half Streets next the Walls, 
each 200 Foot broad, as the entire Streets were 150 
Foot broad : And fo the whole City was thus cut 
out into 676 Squares , each being 2 Miles and 4 in 
Compafs ; round which were the Houfes built three 
or four Stories high, well adorn’d, and accommo- 
dated with Yards , Gardens , li fc. A Branch of the 
Euphrates run thro’ the Middle of it, from North to 
South, over which, in the Heart of the City, was 
built a ftately Bridge , in Length a Furlong, and thirty 
Foot in Breadth, by wonderful Art, for fupplying the 
Want of a Foundation in the River. At the two 
Ends of this Bridge were two magnificent Palaces, 
the Old Palace^ the Seat of ancient KingSy at the Eaft 
End, upon the Ground of four Squares ; and the New 
Palace at the Weft End, built by Nebuchadnezzar y 
upon the Ground of nine Squares, with Hanging - 
Gardens (fo much celebrated by the Greeks) where 
the loftieft Trees could grow as in the Fields, ere&ed 
in a Square of 400 Foot on each Side, carried up by 
Terra cesy and fuftain’d by vaft Arches built upon Arches , 
until the higheft Terrace equal’d the Height of the 
City -Walls , with a curious Aquedutt to water the 
whole Gardens. Old Babel improv’d, ftood on the 
Eaft Side of the River, and the New Town on the 
Weft Side, much larger than the Oldy and built in 
order to make this Capital exceed old Ninivehy tho’ it 

never 
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Wonders of the World, tho’ vaflly inferior, 
in the fublime Perfection of Mafonry, to 

the 


never had fo many Inhabitants by one Half. The 
River was begirt with Banks of Brick, as thick as the 
City Walls, in Length twenty Miles, viz. fifteen Miles 
within the City, and two Mites and a half above and 
below it, to keep the Water within its Channel ; and 
each Street that crofs’d the River had a brazen Gate 
leading down to the Water on both Banks; and 
Weft of the City was a prodigious Lake , in Compafs 
160 Miles, with a Canal from the River into it, to 
prevent Inundations in the Summer. 

In the Old Town , was the Old Tower of Babel, at 
the Foundation a Square of half a Mile in Compafs, 
confiding of eight fquare Towers built over each 
other, with Stairs on the out-fide round it, going up 
to the Obfervatory on the Top, 600 Foot high (which 
is 19 Foot higher than the higheft Pyramid) whereby 
they became the firft Aftronomers. And in the 
Rooms of the Grand Tower , with arched Roofs, fup- 
ported by Pillars 75 Foot high, the idolatrous Worfhip 
of their God Belus was perform’d, till now, that this 
mighty Mafon and Monarch ere&ed round this ancient 
Pile a Temple of two Furlongs on every Side, or a 
Mile in compafs ; where he lodg’d the facred T ro- 
phies of Solomon’s Temple , and -the golden Image 90 
Foot high, that he had confecrated in the Plains of 
Dura , as were formerly in the Tower lodg’d many 
other golden Images, and many precious things, that 
were afterwards all feiz’d by Xerxes, and amounted 
to above 2 1 Millions Sterling. 

And when all was finifh’d, King Nebuchadnezzar 
walking in State in his Hanging- Gardens, and from 
thence taking a Review of the whole City, proudly 

boafted 
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the holy, charming, lovely Temple of God. 
But as the JewiJh Captives were of fpecial 
ufe to Nebuchadnezzar in his glorious 
Buildings, fo being thus kept at work, 
they retain’d their great Skill in Mafonry, 
and continu’d very capable of rebuilding 
the holy Temple and City of Salem upon 
its old Foundations, which was order’d by 
the Edidt or Decree of the Grand Cyrus, 
according to God’s Word, that had foretold 
his Exaltation and this Decree : And 
Cyrus having conftituted Zerubbabel, 
the Son of Salathiel (of the Seed of David, 
by Nathan , the Brother of Solomon , whofe 
Royal Family was now extindt) the Head, 
or Prince of the Captivity, and the Leader 


boafted of this his mighty Work; faying, Is not this 
Great Babylon, that I have built for the Houfe of the 
Kingdom , by the Might of my Power , and for the Honour 
of my Majejly ? but had his Pride immediately rebuk’d 
by a Voice from Heaven, and punifh’d by brutal Mad- 
nefs for feven Years, until he gave Glory to the God 
of Heaven, the Omnipotent Architect of the Univerfe y 
which he publifh’d by a Decree thro’ all his Empire, 
and dy’d next Year, before his Great Babylon was 
little more than half inhabited (tho’ he had led many 
Nations captive for that purpofe) ; nor was it ever 
fully peopled; for in 25 Years after his Death, the 
Grand Cyrus conquer’d it, and remov’d the Throne 
to Shujhan in Persia. 

H 
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of the Jews and Ifraelites returning to 
Jerufalem , they began to lay the Founda- 
tion of the Second Temple, and would 
have foon finifh’d it, if Cyrus had liv’d ; 
but at length they put on the Cape-Stone, 
in the 6 th Year of Darius, the Perjian 
Monarch, when it was dedicated with Joy, 
and many great Sacrifices, by Zerubbabel 
the Prince and General Majler-Mafon of 
the Jews, about 20 Years after the Decree 
of the Grand Cyrus. And tho’ this Temple 
of Zerubbabel came far fhort of Solomon's 
Temple, was not fo richly adorn’d with 
Gold and Diamonds, and all manner of 
precious Stones, nor had the Shechinah and 
the holy Relicks of Mofes in it, &c. yet 
being rais’d exadtly upon Solomon's Foun- 
dation, and according to his Model, it was 
flill the moft regular, fymmetrical, and 
glorious Edifice in the whole World, as 
the Enemies of the Jews have often tefti- 
fy’d and acknowledg’d. 

At length the Royal Art was carry ’d 
into Greece, whofe Inhabitants have left us 
no Evidence of fuch Improvements in 
Mafonry, prior to Solomon's Temple ; * for 

their 


* The Grecians having been long degenerated into 

Barbarity, 
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their moil ancient Buildings, as the Cittadel 
of Athens , with the Parthenion, or Temple 
of Minerva, the Temples alfo of Thefeus , of 
Jupiter Olympius, &c. their Porticos alfo, 
and Forums, their Theatres and Gymnajiums, 
their public Halls , curious Bridges, regular 
Fortifications, llout Ships of War, and {lately 
Palaces, were all erected after the Temple 
of Solomon, and moil of them even after the 
Temple of Zerubbabel. 

Nor do we find the Grecians arriv’d 
to any confiderable Knowledge in Geometry, 
before the Great Thales Milejius, the Philo- 
fopher, who dy’d in the Reign of Belljhazzar, a. m. 
and the Time of the JewiJfo Captivity. But 
his Scholar, the Greater Pythagoras, AnteCh. 
prov’d the Author of the 47th Propojition 
of Euclid's firft Book, which, if duly ob- 
ferv’d, is the Foundation of all Mafonry, 
facred, civil, and military.* 

The 


Barbarity, forgetting their original Skill in Mafonry, 
(which their Fore-fathers brought from AJfyria) by 
their frequent Mixtures with other barbarous Nations, 
their mutual Invafipns, and wafting bloody Wars; 
until by travelling and correfponding with the Afeaticks 
and Egyptians , they reviv’d their Knowledge in Geo- 
metry and Mafonry both, though few of the Grecians 
had the Honour to own it. 

* Pythagoras travell’d into Egypt the Year that 

Thales 


I 
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The People of Lejfer AJia about this 
Time gave large Encouragement to Mafons 
for eredting all forts of fumptuous Buildings, 
one of which muft not be forgot, being 
ufually reckon’d the Fourth of the Seven 
Wonders of the World, viz. the Mauf oleum, 
or Tomb of Maufolus King of Caria, be- 
tween Lycia and Jonia, at Halicarnajfus , 
on the Side of Mount Taurus in that King- 
dom, at the Command of Artemisia his 
mournful Widow, as the fplendid Tefti- 
mony of her Love to him, built of the 
moft curious Marble, in Circuit 41 1 Foot, 
in Height 25 Cubits, furrounded with 26 
Columns of the moft famous Sculpture , and 
the whole open on all Sides, with Arches 
73 Foot wide, perform’d by the four prin- 
cipal Majter-Mafons and Engravers of thofe 

Times, 


Thales dy’d, and living there among the Priefts 22 
Years, became expert in Geometry , and in all the 
Egyptian Learning , until he was captivated by Cam - 
byjes King of Perjia , and fent to Babylon , where he 
was much converfant with the Chaldean Magi, and 
the learned Babylonijh Jews, from whom he borrow’d 
great Knowledge, that render’d him very famous in 
Greece and Italy , where afterwards he flourifli’d and 
dy’d ; when Mordecai was the prime Minifter of State 
to Ahajhuerus King of Perfia , and ten Years after 
Zerubbabel’s Temple was finifh’d. 
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Times, viz. the Eaft Side by Scopas, the 
Weft by Leochares the North by Briax, 
and the South by Timotheus. 

But after Pythagoras, Geometry be- 
came the darling Study of Greece, where 
many learned Philofophers arofe, fome of 
whom invented fundry Propolitions, or 
Elements of Geometry , and reduc’d them to 
the ufe of the mechanical Arts.* Nor need 
we doubt that Mafonry kept pace with a. m. 
Geometry; or rather, always follow’d it 
in proportion’d gradual Improvements, AnteCh. 
until the wonderful Euclid of Tyre flou- 
rifh’d at Alexandria ; who gathering up 
the fcatter’d Elements of Geometry, digefted 
them into a Method that was never yet 
mended, (and for which his Name will be 
ever celebrated) under the Patronage of 

Ptolomeus, 


* Or borrow’d from other Nations their pretended 
Inventions, as Anaxagoras , Oenopides , Brifo , Antipho , 
Democritus , Hippocrates , and Theodoras Cyrenaus y the 
Mafter of the divine Plato, who amplify’d Geometry , 
and publifh’d the Art Analytic ; from whofe Academy 
came forth a vaft Number, that foon difpers’d their 
Knowledge to diftant Parts, as Leodamus , Theatetus , 
Archytas , Leon y Eudoxus , Menaichmus y and Xenocrates , 
the Mafter of AriJlotle y from whofe Academy alfo came 
forth Eudemus y TheophraJlus y AriJlaus y Ifidorus , Hypftcles y 
and many others. 
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Ptolomeus, the Son of Lagus King of 
Egypt, one of the immediate SuccefTors of 
Alexander the Great. 

And as the noble Science came to be 
more methodically taught, the Royal Art 
was the more generally efteem’d and im- 
prov’d among the Grecians, who at length 
arriv’d to the fame Skill and Magnificence 
in it with their T eachers the AJiatics and 
Egyptians. 

The next King of Egypt, Ptolomeus 
Philadelphus, that great Improver of the 
liberal Arts, and of all ufeful Knowledge, 
who gather’d the greateft Library upon 
Earth, and had the Old Tejlament (at leaft 
the Pentateuch ) firft tranflated into Greek, 
became an excellent ArchiteB, and Gene- 
ral Master-Mason, having, among his 
other great Buildings, erected the famous 
Tower of Pharos,* the Fifth of the Seven 
JVonders of the World. 

We 


* On an I (land near Alexandria , at one of the 
Mouths of the Ntle % of wonderful Height and moft 
cunning Workmanfhip, and all of the fineft Marble; 
and it coft 800 Talents, or about 480,000 Crowns. 
The Mafter of Work, under the King, was Siftratus , a 
moft ingenious Mafon ; and it was afterwards much ad- 
mir’d by Julius Cafar , who was a good Judge of moft 
Things, though chiefly converfant in War and Poli- 
ticks. 
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We may readily believe, that the Afri- 
can Nations, even to the Atlantick Shore, 
did foon imitate Egypt in fuch Improve- 
ments, though Hiftory fails, and there are 
no Travellers encourag’d to difcover the 
valuable Remains in Mafonry of thofe once 
renowned Nations. 

Nor fhould we forget the learned IJland 
of Sicily, where the prodigious Geome- 
trician Archimedes did flourish,* and was a. m. 
unhappily flain when Syracufe was taken |79*- 
by Marcellas, the Roman General : For Ante Ch. 
from Sicily, as well as from Greece , Egypt, 
and Ada, the ancient Romans learnt both 

the 


ticks. It was intended as a Light-Houfe for the Har- 
bour of Alexandria , from which the Light-Houfes in 
the Mediterranean were often call’d Pharos . Though 
fome, inftead of this, mention, as the Fifth Wonder, 
the great Obelisk of Semiramis , 150 Foot high, and 
24 Foot fquare at Bottom, or 90 Foot in Circuit at 
the Ground, all one intire Stone, rifing pyramidically, 
brought from Armenia to Babylon about the Time of 
the Siege of Troy , if we may believe the Hiftory of 
Semiramis. 

* While Eratosthenes and Conon flourifti’d in 
Greece , who were fucceeded by the excellent Apol- 
lonius of Perga , and many more before the Birth of 
Chrijl , who, though not working Mafons, yet were 
good Surveyors ; or, at leaft, cultivated Geometry, which 
is the folid Bafis of true Mafonry, and its Rule. 
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the Science and the Art, what they knew 
before being either mean or irregular ; but 
as they fubdu’d the Nations, they made 
mighty Difcoveries in both ; and, like wife 
Men, led captive, not the Body of the 
People, but the Arts and Sciences, with the 
moft eminent Profeflors and Practitioners, 
to Rome; which thus became the Center 
of Learning, as well as of imperial Power, 
until they advanc’d to their Zenith of Glory, 
under Augustus Caesar, (in whofe Reign 
was born God's Messiah, the great Archi- 
tect of the Church) who having laid the 
World quiet, by proclaiming univerfal 
Peace, highly encourag’d thofe dexterous 
Artifts that had been bred in the Roman 
Liberty, and their learned Scholars and 
Pupils; but particularly the great Vitru- 
vius, the Father of all true Architects to 
this Day. 

Therefore it is rationally believ’d, that 
the glorious Augustus became the Grand- 
Majier of the Lodge at Rome, having, be- 
fides his patronizing Vitruvius, much pro- 
moted the Welfare of the Fellow-Craftf- 
men, as appears by the many magnificent 
Buildings of his Reign, the Remains of 
which are the Pattern and Standard of true 
Mafonry in all future Times, as they are 

indeed 
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indeed an Epitome of the AJiatic , "Egyptian , 
Grecian , and Sicilian Architecture, which 
we often exprefs by the Name of the Au- 
gustan Stile, and which we are now 
only endeavouring to imitate, and have not 
yet arriv’d to its Perfection. 

The old Records of Mafons afford large 
Hints of their Lodges, from the Beginning 
of the World, in the polite Nations, ef- 
pecially in Times of Peace, and when the 
Civil Powers, abhorring Tyranny and 
Slavery, gave due Scope to the bright and 
free Genius of their happy Subjects ; for 
then always Mafons, above all other Ar- 
tifts, were the Favourites of the Eminent, 
and became neceffary for their grand Un- 
dertakings in any fort of Materials, not 
only in Stone, Brick, Timber, Plaifler; 
but even in Cloth or Skins, or whatever 
was us’d for Tents, and for the various 
forts of Architecture. 


Nor fhould it be forgot, that Painters 
alfo, and Statuaries ,* were always reckon’d 



* For it was not without good Reafon, the Ancients 
thought that the Rules of the beautiful Proportions in 
Building were copied, or taken from the Proportions 
of the Body natural : Hence Phidias is reckon’d in 
the Number of ancient Mafons, for ere&ing the 

i Statue 


Digitized by C.ooQle 



( 34 ) 

good Mafons, as much as Builders , Stone- 
cutters, Bricklayers , Carpenters , joiners, 
Vpholders or Tent-Makers , and a vaft many 
other Craftfmen that could be nam’d, who 
perform according to Geometry , and the 
Rules of Building ; though none fince 
Hiram Abif has been renown’d for Cun- 
ning in all parts of Mafonry : And of this 
enough. 

But among the Heathen, while the 
noble Science Geometry* was duly culti- 
vated, 


Statue of the Goddefs Nemefis at Rhamnus y io Cubits 
high ; and that of Minerva at Athens , 26 Cubits high ; 
and that of Jupiter Olympius, fitting in his Temple 
in Achaia y between the Cities of Elis and Pifa y made 
of innumerable fmall Pieces of Porphyry , fo exceeding 
grand and proportion’d, that it was reckon’d one of 
the Seven Wonder s y as the famous Colossus at Rhodes 
was another, and the greateft Statue that ever was 
ere&ed, made of Metal, and dedicated to the Sun, 70 
Cubits high, like a great Tower at a diftance, at the 
Entry of an Harbour, ftriding wide enough for the 
largeft Ships under fail, built in 12 Years by Cares, a 
famous Mafon and Statuary of Sicyon , and Scholar to 
the great Lyfippus of the fame Fraternity. This 
mighty Colossus, after ftanding 56 Years, fell by an 
Earthquake, and lay in Ruines, the Wonder of the 
World, till Anno Dom. 600, when the Soldan of Egypt 
carry’d off its Relicks, which loaded 900 Camels. 

* By Menelaus, Claudius y Ptolomeus , (who was alfo 
the Prince of Ajlronomers ) Plutarch y Eutocius (who 

recites 
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vated, both before and after the Reign of 
Augufius, even till the Fifth Century of the 
Chriftian Mr a, Mafonry was had in great 
Efteem and Veneration : And while the 
Roman Empire continu’d in its Glory, 
the Royal Art was carefully propagated, 
even to the (Lfltlttld CftUlC, and a Lodge 
eredted in almoft every Roman Garrifon ; 
whereby they generoufly communicated 
their Cunning to the northern and weftern 
Parts of Europe , which had grown bar- 
barous before the Roman Conqueji, though 
we know not certainly how long ; becaufe 
fome think there are a few Remains of 
good Mafonry before that Period in fome 
Parts of Europe , raifed by the original Skill 
that the firft Colonies brought with them, 
as the Celtic Edifices, eredted by the ancient 
Gauls , and by the ancient Britains too, who 
were a Colony of the Celtes, long before the 
Romans invaded this I (land.* But 


recites the Inventions of Philo , Diocles, Nicomedes , 
Spborus, and Heron the learned Mechanick) Kteftbus 
alfo, the Inventer of Pumps (celebrated by Vitruvius , 
Proclus , Pliny , and Athenaus ) and Geminus, alfo 
equalled by fome to Euclid; fo Diophantus , Nicomachus, 
Serenus , Proclus , Pappus , Theon , &c. all Geome- 
tricians, and the illuftrious Cultivaters of the me- 
chanical Arts. 

* The Natives within the Roman Colonies might be 

firft 
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But when the Goths and Vandals, that 
had never been conquer’d by the Romans , 
like a general Deluge, over-ran the Roman 
Empire, with warlike Rage and grofs Ig- 
norance they utterly deftroy’d many of the 
fineft Edifices, and defac’d others, very few 
efcaping ; as the Afiatic and African Na- 
tions fell under the fame Calamity by the 
Conquefts of the Mahometans, whofe 
grand Defign is only to convert the World 
by Fire and Sword, inftead of cultivating 
the Arts and Sciences. 

Thus, upon the Declenfion of the Roman 
Empire, when the Britifh Garrifons were 
drain’d, the Angles and other lower 
Saxons, invited by the ancient Britons to 

come 


firft inftrufted in building of Citadels and Bridges , and 
other Fortifications neceflary ; and afterwards, when 
their Settlement produc’d reace, and Liberty, and 
Plenty, the Aborigines did foon imitate their learned 
and polite Conquerors in Mafonry, having then 
Leifure and a Difpofition to raife magnificent Struc- 
tures. Nay, even the Ingenious of the neighbouring 
Nations not conquer’d, learnt much from the Roman 
Garrifons in Times of Peace and open Correfpon- 
dence, when they became emulous of the Ro?nan 
Glory , and thankful that their being conquer’d was the 
means of recovering them from ancient Ignorance 
and Prejudices, when they began to delight, in the 
Royal Art . 
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come over and help them againft the Scots 
and Picts, at length fubdu’d the South 
Part of this IJland, which they call’d Eng- 
land, or Land of the Angles ; who being 
a-kin to the Goths, or rather a fort of Van- 
dals, of the fame warlike Difpofition, and 
as ignorant Heathens, encourag’d nothing 
but War, till they became Chriftians ; and 
then too late lamented the Ignorance of 
their Fathers in the great Lois of Roman 
Mafonry, but knew not how to repair it. 

Yet becoming a free People (as the old 
Saxon Laws teftify) and having a Difpofi- 
tion for Mafonry , they foon began * to imi- 
tate 


No doubt feveral Saxon and Scotijh Kings, with 
many of the Nobility, great Gentry, and eminent 
Clergy, became the Grand Majlers of thofe early 
Lodges, from a mighty Zeal then prevalent for build- 
ing magnificent Chriftian Temples ; which would alfo 
prompt them to enquire after the Laws , Charges , 
Regulations , Cujloms , and Ufages y of the ancient 
Lodges, many of which might be preferv’d by Tradi - 
tiony and all of them very likely in thofe Parts of the 
Britijh IJlands that were not fubdu’d by the S axons , 
from whence in time they might be brought, and 
which the Saxons were more fond of, than careful to 
revive Geometry and Roman Mafonry ; as many in all 
Ages have been more curious and careful about the 
Laws , Forms , and Ufages of their refpe£tive Societies, 
than about the Arts and Sciences thereof. 

But neither what was convey’d, nor the Manner 

how, 
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tate the AJiatics , Grecians , and Romans, in 
eredting of Lodges and encouraging of 
Mafons ; being taught, not only from the 
faithful Traditions and valuable Remains of 
the Britons, but even by foreign Princes, 
in whofe Dominions the Royal Art had 
been preferv’d much from Gothic Ruins, 
particularly by Charles Martell King 
of France, who, according to the old 
Records of Mafons, fent over feveral ex- 
pert Crafts-men and learned Architects into 
England, at the Defire of the Saxon Kings : 
So that during the Heptarchy, the Gothic 
Architecture was as much encourag’d here, 
as in other Chriftian Lands. 

And though the many Invafions of the 
Danes occafion’d the Lofs of many Re- 
cords, yet in Times of Truce or Peace they 
did not hinder much the good Work, 
though not perform’d according to the 
Augujlan Stile ; nay, the vaft Expence laid 
out upon it, with the curious Inventions 
of the Artifts to fupply the Roman Skill, 
doing the beft they could, demonftrate 

their 


how, can be communicated by writing; as no Man 
indeed can underftand it without the Key of a Fellow 

Craft. 
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their Efteem and Love for the Royal Art , 
and have render’d the Gothic Buildings 
venerable, tho’ not imitable by thofe that 
reliffi the ancient Architecture. 

And after the Saxons and Danes were An.Dom. 
conquer’d by the Normans, as foon as the Io66- 
Wars ended and Peace was proclaim’d, the 
Gothic Mafonry was encourag’d, even in 
the Reign of the Conqueror ,* and of his Son 
King William Rufus, whp built Wejl- 
minJler-Hall, the largeft one Room perhaps 
in the Earth. 

Nor did the Barons Wars, nor the many • 
bloody Wars of the fubfequent Norman 
Kings, and their contending Branches, much 
hinder the moft fumptuous and lofty Build- 
ings of thofe Times, rais’d by thq great 
Clergy , (who enjoying large Revenues, 
could well bear the Expence) and even by 
the Crown too ; for we read King Ed- 
ward III. had an Officer call’d the King’s 
Free- 


* William the Conqueror built the Tower of London, 
and many ftrong Caftles in the Country, with feveral 
religious Edifices, whofe Example was follow’d by 
the Nobility and Clergy, particularly by Roger de 
Montgomery , Earl of Arundel , the Archbifhop of York , 
the Biftiop of Durham , and Gundulph Biftiop of 
RocheJler y a mighty Architect. 
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Free-Mafon, or General-Surveyor of his 
Buildings, whofe Name was Henry 
Yevele, employ’d by that King to build 
feveral Abbies, and St. Stephen’s Chappel 
at IVeJlminJler , where the Houfe of Com- 
mons now fit in Parliament. 

But for the further Inftrudtion of Candi- 
dates and younger Brethren, a certain Re- 
cord of Free-Mafons, written in the Reign 
of King Edward IV. of the Norman Line , 
gives the following Account, viz. 

That though the ancient Records of the 
Brotherhood in England were many of 
them deftroy’d or loft in the Wars of the 
Saxons and Danes , yet King Athelstan, 
(the Grandfon of King Alfrede the Great, 
a mighty Architect) the firft anointed King 
of England, and who tranflated the Holy 
Bible into the Saxon Tongue, when he had 
brought the Land into Reft and Peace, 
built many great Works, and encourag’d 
many Mafons from France, who were ap- 
pointed Overfeers thereof, and brought 
with them the Charges and Regulations of 
the Lodges preferv’d fince the Roman 
Times, who alfo prevail’d with the King 
to improve the Constitution of the Eng- 
lifh Lodges according to the foreign Model, 
and to increafe the Wages of working 
Mafons , That 
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That the faid King’s youngeft Son, 
Prince Edwin, being taught Mafonry, 
and taking upon him the Charges of a 
Master-Mason, for the Love he had to 
the faid Craft, and the honourable Prin- 
ciples whereon it is grounded, purchafed a 
free Charter of King Atheljian his Father, 
for the Mafons having a CorreBion among 
themfelves, (as it was anciently exprefs’d) 
ora Freedom and Power to regulate them- 
felves, to amend what might happen amifs, 
and to hold a yearly Communication and 
General AfTembly. 

That accordingly Prince Edwin fum- 
moned all the Mafons in the Realm to 
meet him in a Congregation at York, who 
came and compofed a General Lodge , of 
which he was Grand Master ; and hav- 
ing brought with them all the Writings 
and Records extant, fome in Greeks fome in 
Latin y fome in French , and other Languages, 
from the Contents thereof that Ajfembly 
did frame the Constitution and Charges 
of an Eng/i/h Ledge , made a Law to pre- 
ferve and obferve the fame in all time 
coming, and ordain’d good Pay for working 
Mafons , &c. 

That in procefs of time, when Lodges 
were more frequent, the Right Worfhipful 

k the 
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the Majier and Fellows , with Confent of 
the Lords of the Realm, (for moft great 
Men were then Mafons) ordain’d, that for 
the future, at the Making or Admiffion of 
a Brother, the Constitution fhould be 
read, and the Charges hereunto annex’d, 
by the Mafler or Warden ; and that fuch 
as were to be admitted Majler-Mafons , or 
Matters of Work, fhould be examin’d 
whether they be able of Cunning to ferve 
their refpedtive Lords, as well the Loweft 
as the Higheft, to the Honour and Wor- 
fhip of the aforefaid Art, and to the Profit 
of their Lords; for they be their Lords 
that employ and pay them for their Service 
and Travel. 

And belides many other things, the faid 
Record adds, That thofe Charges and Laws 
of Free-Masons have been feen and 
perufed by our late Sovereign King Henry 
VI. and by the Lords of his honourable 
Council, who have allow’d them, and faid 
that they be right good and reafonable to 
be holden, as they have been drawn out 
and colledted from the Records of ancient 
Times.* 

Now 


* In another Manufcript more ancient, we read : 

u That 
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Now though in the third Year of the 
faid King Henry VI. while an Infant of 
about four Years old, the Parliament made 
an Adi, that affedled only the working 
Mafonsy who had, contrary to the Statutes 

for 


u That when the Majler and Wardens meet in a 
44 Lodge , if need be, the Sheriff' of the County, or the 
44 Mayor of the City, or Alderman of the Town, in 
44 which the Congregation is held, fhould be made 
44 Fellow and Sociate to the Majler y in help of him 
44 againft Rebels , and for upbearing the Rights of the 
44 Realm. 

44 That enter'd Prentices at their making were 
44 charg’d not to be Thieves, or Thieves-Maintainersj 
44 that they fhould travel honeftly for their Pay, and 
44 love their Fellows as themfelves, and be true to the 
44 King of England , and to the Realm , and to the Lodge . 

44 That at fuch Congregations it fliall be enquir’d, 
44 whether any Matter or Fellow has broke any of the 
44 Articles agreed to. And if the Offender, being 
44 duly cited to appear, prove Rebel , and will not at- 
44 tend, then the Lodge fliall determine againft him 
44 that he fliall forfwear (or renounce) his Mafonry , 
44 and fliall no more ufe this Craft ; the which if he 
44 prefume for to do, the Sheriff of the County fliall 
44 prifon him, and take all his Goods into the King’s 
44 Hands, till his Grace be granted him and iffued : 
44 For this Caufe principally have thefe Congregations 
44 been ordain’d, that as well the loweft as the higheft 
44 fhould be well and truly ferved in this Art forefaid 
44 throughout all the Kingdom of England \ 

44 Amen^fo mote it be” 
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for Labourers, confederated not to work 
but at their own Price and Wages; and 
becaufe fuch Agreements were fuppos’d to 
be made at the General Lodges, call’d in 
the Adi Chapters and Congregations 
of Masons, it was then thought expedient 
to level the faid Adi againft the faid Con- 
gregations :* Yet when the faid King 
Henry VI. arriv’d to Man’s Eftate, the 
Mafons laid before him and his Lords the 

above- 


* Tertio Henrici Sexti , Cap . L An . Dorn. 1425. 

Title. Mafons fhall not confederate themfelves 
in Chapters and Congregations. 

44 Whereas by yearly Congregations and Con - 
44 federacies, made by the Mafons in their General 
44 AJfemhlies , the good Courfe and EfFe6t of the Sta- 
44 tutes for Labourers be openly violated and broken, 
44 in Subverfion of the Law, and to the great Damage 
44 of all the Commons, our faid Sovereign Lord the 
44 King, willing in this Cafe to provide a Remedy, by 
44 the Advice and Affent aforefaid, and at the fpecial 
44 Requeft of the Commons , hath ordained and eftab- 
44 lifhed, that fuch Chapters and Congregations fhall not 
44 be hereafter holden ; and if any fuch be made, they 
44 that caufe fuch Chapters and Congregations to be 
44 aflembled and holden, if they thereof be convift, 
44 fhall be judged for Felons , and that the other Mafons 
44 that come to fuch Chapters and Congregations be 
44 punifh’d by Imprifonment of their Bodies, and make 
44 Fine and Ranfome at the King’s Will.” 

Co. Inft. 3. p. 99. 
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above-mention’d Records and Charges , who, 
*tis plain, review’d them, and folemnly ap- 
prov’d of them as good and reafonable to be 
holden : Nay, the faid King and his Lords 
mull have been incorporated with the Free- 
Mafonsy before they could make fuch Re- 
view of the Records ; and in this Reign, 
before King Henry's Troubles, Mafons 
were much encourag’d. Nor is there any 
Inftance of executing that Adi in that, or 
in any other Reign lince, and the Mafons 
never negledted their Lodges for it, nor 
ever thought it worth while to employ 
their noble and eminent Brethren to have it 


repeal’d ; becaufe the working Mafons, 
that are free of the Lodge, fcorn to be 
guilty of fuch Combinations ; and the other 
free Mafons have no Concern in Trefpalfes 
againll the Statutes for Labourers.* 


The 


* That A£fc was made in ignorant Times, when 
true Learning was a Crime, and Geometry condemn’d 
for Conjuration ; but it cannot derogate from the 
Honour of the ancient Fraternity , who to be fure 
would never encourage any fuch Confederacy of their 
working Brethren. But by Tradition it is believ'd, 
that the P arliament-Men were then too much in- 
fluenc’d by the illiterate Clergy , who were not ac- 
cepted Mafons, nor underftood Archite&ure (as the 
Clergy of fome former Ages) and generally thought 

unworthy 
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The Kings of Scotland very much en- 
courag’d the Royal Art, from the earlieft 
Times down to the Vnion of the Crowns, 
as appears by the Remains of glorious 
Buildings in that ancient Kingdom, and by 
the Lodges there kept up without Interrup- 
tion many hundred Years, the Records and 
Traditions of which teftifythe great Refpedt 
of thofe Kings to this honourable Frater- 
nity, who gave always pregnant Evidence 
of their Love and Loyalty, from whence 
fprung the old Toaft among Scots Mafons, 
•viz. God bless the King and the 
Craft ! 

Nor was the royal Example negledted 
by the Nobility , Gentry, and Clergy of 
Scotland, who join’d in every thing for 
the good of the Craft and Brotherhood, the 

Kings 


unworthy of this Brotherhood ; yet thinking they had 
an indefeafible Right to know all Secrets, by vertue of 
auricular Confejfion , and the Mafons never confeffing 
any thing thereof, the faid Clergy were highly offended, 
and at firft fufpefting them of Wickednefs, reprefented 
them as dangerous to the State during that Minority, 
and foon influenc’d the Parliament- Men to lay hold of 
fuch fuppofed Agreements of the working Mafons, for 
making an A6t that might feem to refleft Difhonour 
upon even the whole worjhipful Fraternity , in whofe 
Favour feveral A&s had been both before and after 
that Period made. 
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Kings being often the Grand Majlers, until, 
among other things, the Mafons of Scot- 
land were impower’d to have a certain 
and fix’d Grand Majier and Grand Warden , 
who had a Salary from the Crown, and 
alfo an Acknowledgment from every New 
Brother in the Kingdom at Entrance, whofe 
Bufinefs was not only to regulate what 
might happen amifs in the Brotherhood, 
but alfo to hear and finally determine all 
Controverfies between Mafon and Lord, to 
punifh the Mafon, if he deferv’d it, and to 
oblige both to equitable Terms : At which 
Hearings, if the Grand Majier was abfent 
(who was always nobly born) the Grand 
Warden prefided. This Privilege remain’d 
till the Civil Wars, but is now obfolete ; 
nor can it well be reviv’d until the King 
becomes a Mafon, becaufe it was not actu- 
ally exerted at the Vnion of the King- 
doms. 

Yet the great Care that the Scots took 
of true Mafonry, prov’d afterwards very 
ufeful to England ; for the learned and 
magnanimous Queen Elizabeth, who 
encourag’d other Arts, difcourag’d this ; 
becaufe, being a Woman, fhe could not be 
made a Mafon, tho’, as other great Women, 

Ihe 


1640. 


1707. , 
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fhe might have much employ’d Mafons, 
like Semiramis and Artemijia.* 

But upon her Demife, King James VI. 
of Scotland fucceeding to the Crown of 
England, being a Mafon King, reviv’d the 
Englijh Lodges; and as he was the Firji 
King of Great-Britain, he was alfo the 
Firji Prince in the World that recover’d 
the Roman Architecture from the Ruins of 
Got hick Ignorance : For after many dark 
or illiterate Ages, as foon as all Parts of 
Learning reviv’d, and Geometry recover’d 
its Ground, the polite Nations began to 
difcover the Confulion and Impropriety of 
the Gothtck Buildings ; and in the Fifteenth 
and Sixteenth Centuries the Augustan 

Stile 


* Elizabeth being jealous of any Aflemblies of her 
Subje&s, whofe Bufinefs (he was not duly appriz’d of, 
attempted to break up the annual Communication of 
Mafons , as dangerous to her Government : But, as old 
Mafons have tranfmitted it by Tradition, when the 
noble Perfons her Majefty had commiflioned, and 
brought a fufficient Poffe with them at York on St. 
yohn’s Day, were once admitted into the Lodge , they 
made no ufe of Arms, and return’d the Queen a moft 
honourable Account of the ancient Fraternity, where- 
by her political Fears and Doubts were difpell’d, and 
(he let them alone, as a People much refpe&ed by the 
Noble and the Wife of all the polite Nations, but ne- 
gle£ted the Art all her Reign. 
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Stile was rais’d from its Rubbifh in Italy , 
by Bramante, Barbaro, Sansovino, 
Sangallo, Michael Angelo, Raphael 
Urbin, Julio Romano, Serglio, La- 
baco, Scamozi, Vignola, and many other 
bright Architects ; but above all, by the 
Great Palladio, who has not yet been 
duly imitated in Italy , though juftly rival’d 
in England by our great Majler-Mafon 
Inigo Jones. 

But though all true Mafons honour the 
Memories of thofe Italian Architects, it 
muft be own’d, that the Augujlan Stile was 
not reviv’d by any crown’d Head, before 
King James the Sixth of Scotland, and 
Firft of England, patroniz’d the faid 
glorious Inigo "Jones , whom he employ’d 
to build his Royal Palace of White-Hall ; 
and in his Reign over all Great-Britain, 
the Banqueting-House, as the firft piece 
of it, was only rais’d, which is the fineft 
one Room upon Earth ; and the ingenious 
Mr. Nicholas Stone perform’d as Majler- 
Mafon under the Architect Jones. 

Upon his Demife,his Son King Charles 
I. being alfo a Mafon , patroniz’d Mr. Jones 
too, and firmly intended to have carried on 
his Royal Father’s Defign of White-Hall, 
according to Mr. Jones’s Stile ; but was 

l unhappily 
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unhappily diverted by the Civil Wars.* 
After the Wars were over, and the Royal 
Family reftor’d, true Majonry was likewife 
reftor’d ; efpecially upon the unhappy Oc- 
cafion of the Burning of London, Anno 
1 666 ; for then the City-Houfes were re- 
built more after the Roman Stile, when 
King Charles II. founded the prefent St. 
Paul’s Cathedral in London, (the old Gothick 

Fabrick 


* The Plan and Profpedl of that glorious Defign 
being ftill preferv’d, it is efteem’d by fkillful Archite&s 
to excel that of any other Palace in the known Earth, 
for the Symmetry, Firmnefs, Beauty, and Conveniency 
of Archite&ure ; as indeed all Majier Jones’s Defigns 
and Erections are Originals, and at firft View difcover 
him to be the Architect : Nay, his mighty Genius 
prevail’d with the Nobility and Gentry of all Britain , 
(for he was as much honour’d in Scotland as in England ) 
to affect and revive the ancient Stile of Masonry, too 
long neglected ; as appears by the many curious 
Fabricks of thofe Times, one of which fhall be now 
mention’d, the leaft, and perhaps one of the fineft, the 
famous Gate of the Phyfic Garden at Oxford, rais’d 
by Henry Danvers Earl of Danby, which coft 
his Lordjhip many hundred Pounds, and is as curious 
a little piece of Mafonry as ever was built there before 
or fince, with the following Infcription on the Front 
of it, viz. 

GLORIA DEI OPTIMI MAXIMI, HONORI CAROLI REGIS, 

IN USUM academia: et reipublica, anno 1632. 

henricus comes danby. 
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Fabrick being burnt down) much after the 
Style of St. Peter’s at Rome, condudted by 
the ingenious Arcnitedt, Sir Christopher 
Wren. That King founded alfo his royal 
Palace at Greenwich, according to Mr. 
Inigo Jones's Defign (which he drew before 
he dy’d) condudted by his Son-in-Law Mr. 
Web : It is now turn’d into an Hofpital 
for Seamen. He founded alfo Chelfea- 
College , an Hofpital for Soldiers ; and at 
Edinburgh he both founded and finifh’d 
his royal Palace of Haly-Rood-House, 
by the Defign and Condudt of Sir Wil- 
liam Bruce Bart, the Mafter of the 
Royal Works in Scotland :* So that 
befides the Tradition of old Mafons now 
alive, which may be rely’d on, we have 
much reafon to believe that King Charles 
II. was an Accepted Free-Mafon , as every 
one allows he was a great Encourager of 
the Craftfmen. 

But 


* It was an ancient Royal-Palace , and rebuilt after 
the Augujlan Style , fo neat, that, by competent Judges, 
it has been efteem’d the fineft Houfe belonging to the 
Crown : And though it is not very large, it is both 
magnificent and convenient, both Infide and Outfide, 
with good Gardens, and a very large Park ; and all 
other adjacent Accommodations. 
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But in the Reign of his Brother King 
James II. though fome Roman Buildings 
were carried on, the Lodges of Free-Mafons 
in London much dwindled into Ignorance, 
by not being duly frequented and culti- 
vated. But* after the Revolution , Anno 

1688, 


* But by the royal Example of his Brother King 
Charles II. the City of London erected the famous 
Monument , where the Great Fire began, all of folid 
Stone, 202 foot high from the Ground, a Pillar of the 
Dorick Order, 15 Foot diameter, with a curious Stair- 
Cafe in the Middle of black Marble, and an iron 
Balcony on the Top (not unlike thofe of Trajan and 
Antoninus at Rome) from whence the City and Suburbs 
may be view’d ; and it is the higheft Column we know 
upon Earth. Its Pedejial is 21 Foot fquare, and 40 
Foot high, the Front of which is adorn’d with moft 
ingenious Emblems in Bajfo Relievo , wrought by that 
famous Sculptor , Mr. Gabriel Cibber , with large Latin 
Infcriptions on the Sides of it; founded Anno 1671, 
and finifh’d Anno 1677. 

In his Time alfo the Society of Merchant Adven- 
turers rebuilt the Royal Exchange of London (the 
old one being deftroy’d by the Fire) all of Stone, after 
the Roman Style, the fineft Stru&ure of that ufe in 
Europe , with the King’s Statue to the Life, of white 
Marble, in the Middle of the Square (wrought by the 
famous Mafler-Carver and Statuary , Mr. Grinlin 
Gibbons, who was juftly admir’d all over Europe , for 
his rivalling, if not furpafling, the moft fam’d Italian 
Matters) on the Pedeftal of which is the following 
Infcription, viz . 

Carolo 
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1 688, King William, though a warlike 
Prince, having a good Tafte of Architec- 
ture, 


Carolo II. Cjesari Britannico 
Patrije Patri 

Regum Optimo Clementissimo Augustissimo 
Generis Humani Delicijs 
Utriusque Fortune Victori 
Pacis Europje Arbitro 
Marium Domino ac Vindici 
Societas Mercatorum Adventur. Anglic 
Qvje per CCCC jam prope annos 
Regia Benignitate floret 
Fidei Intemeratje et Gratitudinis jEternje 
Hoc Testimonium 
Venerabunda Posuit 
Anno Salutis Humanje MDCLXXXIV. 

To Charles II. Emperor of Britain 
Father of his Country 
Best most merciful and August of Kings 
Delight of Mankind 
In Adversity and Prosperity unmov’d 
Umpire of Europe’s Peace 
Commander and Sovereign of the Seas 
The Society of Merchant Adventurers of 
England 

Which for near CCCC Years 
By Royal Favour Flourisheth 
Of unshaken Loyalty and eternal Gratitude 
This Testimony 
Has in Veneration erected 
In the Year of Salvation MDCLXXXIV. 

Nor fhould we forget the famous Theatre of Ox- 
ford, built by Arch bi/hop Sheldon, at his foie Coft, 

in 
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ture, carried on the aforefaid two famous 
Hofpitals of Greenwich and Chelfea , built the 
fine part of his royal Palace of Hampton 
Court, and founded and finilh’d his in- 
comparable Palace at Loo in Holland, 
&c. And the bright Example of that 
glorious Prince, (who by moft is reckon’d 
a Free-Mafon ) did influence the Nobility , 
the Gentry, the Wealthy and the Learned 
of Great-Britain, to aflfedt much the 
Augujlan 


in that King’s Time, which, among his other fine 
Works, was defign’d and conducted alfo by Sir Chrif- 
topher Wren the King’s Architect; for it is juftly 
admir’d by the Curious : And the Musjeum adjoining 
to it, a fine Building rais’d at the Charge of that illus- 
trious University, where there have been fince ereCled 
feveral more Roman Buildings, as Trinity-College Ckappel, 
Allhallows Church in High-street , Peckwater-Square in 
Chr [ft- Church College , the new Printing- Houfe , and 
the whole of Queen 9 s-College rebuilt, &c. by the liberal 
Donations of fome eminent Benefactors, and by the 
publick Spirit, Vigilancy, and Fidelity of the Heads of 
Colleges , who generally have had a true Tafte of Roman 
Architecture. 

The learned University of Cambridge not having 
had the Management of fuch liberal Donations, have 
not fo many fine Structures ; but they have two of the 
moft curious and excellent in Great-Britain of their 
kind, the one a Gothick Building, King’s-College 
Ch appel (unlefs you except King Henry VII! s Chappel 
in Wejiminjier-Abbey)\ and the other a Roman Building, 
Trinity-College Library. 
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Augujlan Style ; as appears by a vaft Num- 
ber of moft curious Edifices erected fince 
throughout the Kingdom : For when in 
the Ninth Year of the Reign of our late 
Sovereign Queen Anne, her Majejly and 
the Parliament concurr’d in an Adt for 
eredting 50 new Parijh-Churches in London , 
Wejlminjler , and Suburbs ; and the Queen 
had granted a Commiflion to feveral of the 
Miniflers of State, the principal Nobility, 
great Gentry, and eminent Citizens, the two 
Archbijhops , with feveral other Bifhops and 
dignify’d Clergymen, to put the Adt in exe- 
cution ; they order’d the faid New Churches 
to be rais’d according to the ancient Roman 
Style, as appears by thofe that are already 
rais’d ; and the prefent honourable Com- 
missioners having the fame good Judgment 
of Architedture, are carrying on the fame 
laudable grand Dejign, and are reviving the 
ancient Style, by the Order, Countenance, 
and Encouragement of his prefent Majejly 
King George, who was alfo gracioufly 
pleas’d to lay the JirJl Stone in the Founda- 
tion of his Parifh Church of St. Martin’s 
in Campis, on the South-Eaft Corner (by 
his Majefty’s Proxy for the time, the pre- 
fent Bijbop of Salijbury ) which is now 

rebuilding, 
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rebuilding, ftrong, large, and beautiful, at 
the Coft of the Parifhioners .* 

In Ihort, it would require many large 
Volumes to contain the many fplendid In- 
ftances of the mighty Influence of Mafonry 
from the Creation, in every Age, and in 
every Nation, as could be collected from 
Hiftorians and Travellers : But efpecially 

in 


* The Bijhop of Salijbury went in an orderly Pro- 
ceflion, duly attended, and having levell’d the firjl 
Stone , gave it two or three Knocks with a Mallet, 
upon which the Trumpets founded, and a vaft Mul- 
titude made loud Acclamations of Joy ; when his 
Lordjhip laid upon the Stone a Purfe of ioo Guineas , 
as a Prefent from his Majefty for the ufe of the 
Craftfmen. The following Infcription was cut in the 
Foundation Stone , and a Sheet of Lead put upon it, viz. 

D. S. 

Serenissimus Rex Georgius 
Per Deputatum suum 
Reverendum admodum in Christo Patrem 
Richardum Episcopum Sarisburiensem 
S uMMUM SUUM ElEEMOSYNARIUM . 

Adsistente (Regis Jussu) 

Domino Tho. Hewet Equ, Aur. 

./Edificiorum Regiorum Curatore 
Principali 

Primum hujus Ecclesi^e Lapidem 
P oSUIT 

Martij 19 0 Anno Dom. 1721. 

Annoque Regni sui octavo. 

Sacred 
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in thofe Parts of the World where the 
Europeans correfpond and trade, fuch Re- 
mains of ancient, large, curious, and mag- 
nificent Colonading , have been difcover’d 
by the Inquilitive, that they can’t enough 
lament the general Devaluations of the 
Goths and Mahometans ; and muft con- 
clude, that no Art was ever fo much en- 
courag’d as this ; as indeed none other is 
fo extenfively ufeful to Mankind.* 

Nay, if it were expedient, it could be 

made 


Sacred to God 

His most Excellent Majesty King George 
By his Proxy 

The Right Reverend Father In Christ 
Richard Lord Bishop of Salisbury 
His Majesty’s Chief Almoner 
Assisted (At His Majesty’s Command) 

By Sir Thomas Hewet Knight 
Of His Majesty’s Royal Buildings 
Principal Surveyor 
The First Stone of this Church 
Laid 

This 19 th of March Anno Domini 1721 
And the Eighth Year of his Reign. 

* It were endlefs to recount and defcribe the many 
curious Roman Buildings in Great-Britain alone, 
ere&ed fince the Revival of Roman Mafonry ; of which 
a few may be here mention’d, befides thofe already 
fpoken of, viz. 

m The 
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made appear, that from this ancient Fra- 
ternity, the Societies or Orders of the War- 
like 


The Queen's Houfe at Greenwich . Belonging to the Crown. 
The great Gallery in Somerfet-Gar - 

dens The Crown. 

Gunnerjbury-Houfe near Brentford , Mid- 

dlefex PofTefs’d by the Duke of 

<$ueenjbury. 

Lindfay-Houfe , in Lincoln 1 s-Inn- Fields . Duke of Ancajler. 
York-Stairs at the Thames in York- 
Buildings . 

St. PauPs -Church in Covent-Garden , 
with its glorious Portico. 

The Building and Piazza of Covent- 

Garden Duke of Bedford. 

Wilton-Cafile in Wiltjhire Earl of Pembroke. 

CaJlle-AJbby in Northamptonjhire . . Earl of Strafford. 

Stoke- Park in ditto Arundel , Efq. 

Wing- Houfe in Bedfordjhire .... Hon. Wm. Stanhope Efq . 

Chevening-Houfe in Kent Earl Stanhope. 

Ambrofe-Bury in Wiltjbire .... Lord Car let on. 

All defign’d by the incomparable Inigo Jones, and 
moft of them conduced by him, or by his Son-in- 
Law Mr. Web , according to Mr. Jones's Defigns. 

Befides many more conduced by other Archite&s, 
influenc’d by the fame happy Genius ; fuch as, 

Bow-Church Steeple in Cheapfide . . Built by Sir Chri. Wren. 

Hotham-Houfe in Beverley, York/hire . Sir Charles Hotham Bart. 

Melvin-Houfe in Fife Earl of Levin. 

Longleate- Houfe in Wiltjhire .... Vifcount Weymouth . 
Cheflerlee-Jlreet-HouJe in Durham County John Hedvoorth Efq. 
Montague-Houfe in BloomJbury y London . Duke of Montagu. 
Drumlanrig-Cajlle in Nithifdalejbire . Duke of Queenjbury. 
Caflle-Hovuard in Yorkjhire .... Earl of Carlijle. 
Stainborough- Houfe in ditto .... Earl of Strafford . 
Hopton-Cajlle in Linlithgovojbtre . . Earl of Hopton. 
Blenheim - Caftle at Woodjlock, Oxford- 

Jhire Duke of Marlborough . 

Chatfworth-Cajlle in Derbyjhire . . . Duke of Devon/hire. 

Palace of Hammilton in Clydfdalejhire . Duke of Hammilton. 

W injlead- 
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like Knights, and of the Religious too, in 
procefs of time, did borrow many folemn 

Ufages ; 


Wanjlead-Houfe in Epping-Foreft, EJfex Lord Cafllemmn . 
Duncomb-Park in Yorkjhire .... Thomas Duncomb Efq, 

Mere^worth-CaJUe in Kent Hon. John Fane Efq. 

Sterling-Houfe near Sterling-Caftle . . Duke of Argyle. 

Kinrofs-Houfe in Kinrofsjbire .... Sir William Bruce Bart. 
Stourton-Cajlle in Wiltjhire .... Henry Hoar Efq. 

Willbury-Houfe in ditto William Ben/on Efq. 

Bute-Cajlle in Ifle of Bute .... Earl of Bute . 

Walpole- Houfe near Lin Regis , Norfolk . Hon. Rob. Walpole Efq. 
Burlington-Houfe in Pickadilly , St. 

James’s, Weftminfter Earl of Burlington . 

Dormitory of King's- School, Weftminjler The Crown. 
Tottenham-Park in Wiltjhire .... Lord Bruce. 


Thefe three laft are defign’d and conduced by the 
Earl of Burlington, who bids fair to be the beft 
Architect of Britain , (if he is not fo already) and we 
hear his Lordfhip intends to publifh the valuable 
Remains of Mr. Inigo Jones , for the Improvement of 
other Archite&s. 

Befides more of the fame Roman Style, and yet 
many more in Imitation of it, which though they 
cannot be reduc’d to any certain Style, are {lately, 
beautiful, and convenient Structures, notwithftanding 
the Mijlakes of their feveral Architects : And befides 
the fumptuous and venerable Got hick Buildings, pall 
reckoning, as Cathedrals , Parijh-Ghurches , Chappels y 
Bridges , old Palaces of the Kings , of the Nobility , of 
the BiJhopSy and the G entry , known well to Travellers, 
and to fuch as perufe the Hiftories of Counties, and 
the ancient Monuments of great Families, &c. as 
many E regions of the Roman Style may be review’d 
in Mr. Campbell , the Architect's ingenious Book, call’d 
Vitruvius Britannicus : And if the Difpofition for 
true ancient Mafonry prevails, for fome time, with 

Noblemen, 
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Ufages; for none of them were better in- 
ftituted, more decently inftall’d, or did 
more fac redly obferve their Laws and 
Charges than the Accepted Mafons have 
done, who in all Ages, and in every Nation, 
have maintain’d and propagated their Con- 
cernments in a way peculiar to themfelves, 
which the moft Cunning and the moll 
Learned cannot penetrate into, though it 
has been often attempted ; while They 
know and love one another, even without 
the Help of Speech, or when of different 
Languages. 

And now the Freeborn British Na- 
tions, dilintangled from foreign and civil 
Wars, and enjoying the good Fruits of 
Peace and Liberty, having of late much 
indulg’d their happy Genius for Mafonry 
of every fort, and reviv’d the drooping Lodges 
of London , this fair Metropolis flourilheth, 
as well as other Parts, with feveral worthy 
particular Lodges, that have a quarterly 
Communication, and an annual grand AJJem- 
bly. 


Noblemen, Gentlemen, and learned Men, (as it is 
likely it will) this Island will become the Mistress 
of the Earth , for Defigning, Drawing, and Conduc- 
ing, and capable to initruC all other Nations in all 
things relating to the Royal Art. 
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bly , wherein the Forms and Vfages of the 
moft ancient and wor {hipful Fraternity are 
wifely propagated, and the Royal Art duly 
cultivated, and the Cement of the Brother- 
hood preferv’d ; fo that the whole Body re- 
fembles a well built Arch ; feveral Noble- 
men and Gentlemen of the be ft Rank, with 
Clergymen and learned Scholars of moft 
Profeffions and Denominations, having 
frankly join’d and fubmitted to take the 
Charges , and to wear the Badges of a Free 
and Accepted Mafon, under our prefent 
worthy Grand-Mafter, the moft noble Prince 
John Duke a/Montague. 


THE 
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CHARGES 

OF A 

FREE-MASON, 

EXTRACTED FROM 

The ancient of Lodges 

beyond Sea, and of thofe in England \ Scotland , and 
Ireland , for the Ufe of the Lodges in London : 

TO BE READ 

At the making of New Brethren, or when the 
MASTER fhall order it. 


The general viz. 

I. 

God and Religion. 

II. Of the Civil Magistrate fupreme 
and fubordinate. 

III. Of Lodges. 

IV. Of Masters, Wardens , Fellows , 
and Apprentices . 

V. Of the Management of the Craft in working. 
VI. Of Behaviour, viz. 

1. In the Lodge while conjlituted. 

2. After the Lodge is over and the Brethren not 
gone. 

3. When Brethren meet without Strangers, but not 
in a Lodge . 

4. In Prefence of Strangers not Mafons . 

5. At Home , and in the Neighbourhood. 

6. Towards a ftrange Brother. 

I. Con- 
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I. Concerning God and Religion, 

A Mafon is oblig’d, by his Tenure, to obey the 
moral Law ; and if he rightly underftands the Art, he 
will never be a ftupid J&tySfft, nor an irreligious 
%ibtVtlJ\Z+ But though in ancient Times Mafons 
were charg’d in every Country to be of the Religion 
of that Country or Nation, whatever it was, yet ’tis 
now thought more expedient only to oblige them to 
that Religion in which all Men agree, leaving their 
particular Opinions to themfelves ; that is, to be good 
Men and true , or Men of Honour and Honefty, by 
whatever Denominations or Perfuafions they may be 
diftinguifli’d ; whereby Mafonry becomes the Center 
of Union y and the Means of conciliating true Friend- 
fhip among Perfons that muft have remain’d at a per- 
petual Diftance. 

II. Of the Civil Magistrate fupreme 
and fubordinate. 

A Mafon is a peaceable Subject to the Civil Powers, 
wherever he refides or works, and is never to be con- 
cern’d in Plots and Confpiracies againft the Peace and 
Welfare of the Nation, nor to behave himfelf unduti- 
fully to inferior Magiftrates ; for as Mafonry hath 
been always injured by War, Bloodflied, and Confu- 
fion, fo ancient Kings and Princes have been much 
difpos’d to encourage the Craftfmen, becaufe of their 
Peaceablenefs and Loyalty , whereby they pra&ically 
anfwer’d the Cavils of their Adverfaries, and promoted 
the Honour of the Fraternity, who ever flourifh’d in 
Times of Peace. So that if a Brother fliould be a 
Rebel againft the State, he is not to be countenanc’d 
in his Rebellion, however he may be pitied as an un- 
happy 
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happy Man ; and, if convi&ed of no other Crime, 
though the loyal Brotherhood muft and ought to dif- 
own his Rebellion, and give no Umbrage or Ground 
of political Jealoufy to the Government for the time 
being ; they cannot expel him from the Lodge , and his 
Relation to it remains indefeafible. 


III. O/XoDGES. 

A Lodge is a Place where Mafons aflemble and 
work : Hence that Affembly, or duly organiz’d Society 
of Mafons, is call’d a Lodge, and every Brother 
ought to belong to one, and to be fubje& to its By- 
Laws and the General Regulations. It is either 
particular or general , and will be beft underftood by 
attending it, and by the Regulations of the General or 
Grand Lodge hereunto annex’d. In ancient Times, 
no Mafter or Fellow could be abfent from it, efpecially 
when warn’d to appear at it, without incurring a fe- 
vere Cenfure, until it appear’d to the Majler and 
Wardens , that pure Neceffity hinder’d him. 

The Perfons admitted Members of a Lodge muft be 
good and true Men, free-born, and of mature and 
difcreet Age, no Bondmen, no Women, no immoral 
or fcandalous Men, but of good Report. 


IV. Of Masters, ft&atHen#, Fellows, and 
Apprentices . 

All Preferment among Mafons is grounded upon 
real Worth and perfonal Merit only ; that fo the 
Lords may be well ferved, the Brethren not put to 
Shame, nor the Royal Craft defpifd : Therefore no 
Majler or Warden is chofen by Seniority, but for his 
Merit. It is impoflible to defcribe thefe things in 

writing, 
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writing, and every Brother mud attend in his Place, 
and learn them in a way peculiar to this Fraternity : 
Only Candidates may know, that no Majier fhould 
take an Apprentice , unlefs he has fufficient Imploy- 
ment for him, and unlefs he be a perfe& Youth, hav- 
ing no Maim or Defeft in his Body, that may render 
him uncapable of learning the Art , of ferving his 
Majier* s 3LotD, and of being made a Brother , and then 
a Fellow-Craft in due time, even after he has ferved 
fuch a Term of Years as the Cuftom of the Country 
dire£ts; and that he fhould be defcended of honed 
Parents ; that fo, when otherwife qualify’d, he may 
arrive to the Honour of being the Warden, and then 
the Majier of the Lodge , the Grand IVarden , and at 
length the Grand-Master of all the Lodges , ac- 
cording to his Merit. 

No Brother can be a Warden until he has pafs’d 
the part of a Fellow-Craft ; nor a Master until he 
has a&ed as a IVarden , nor Grand-Warden until 
he has been Majier of a Lodge , nor (EfcatU) Rafter 
unlefs he has been a Fellow-Craft before his Ele&ion, 
who is alfo to be nobly born, or a Gentleman of the 
bed Fafhion, or fome eminent Scholar , or fome curious 
Architect , or other Artiji , defcended of honed Parents, 
and who is of lingular great Merit in the Opinion of 
the Lodges. And for the better, and eafier, and more 
honourable Difcharge of his Office, the Grand-Majier 
has a Power to chufe his own Deputy Grand- 
Master, who mud be then, or mud have been for- 
merly, the Majier of a particular Lodge , and has the 
Privilege of a&ing whatever the Grand-Master, his 
Principal , fhould a £t, unlefs the faid Principal be pre- 
fent, or interpofe his Authority by a Letter. 

Thefe Rulers and Governors, fupreme and fubordi - 
nate y of the ancient Lodge , are to be obey’d in their 
refpe&ive Stations by all the Brethren, according to 
the old Charges and Regulations , with all Humility, 
Reverence, Love, and Alacrity. 

n V. Of 
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V. Of the Management of the Craft in 
working . 

All Mafons (hall work honeftly on working Days, 
that they may live creditably on holy Days ; and the 
time appointed by the Law of the Land, or confirm’d 
by Cuftom, fhall be obferv’d. 

The molt expert of the Fellow-Craftfmen fhall be 
chofen or appointed the Majler , or Overfeer of the 
Lord’s Work; who is to be call’d Master by thofe 
that work under him. The Craftfmen are to avoid all 
ill Language> and to call each other by no difobliging 
Name, but Brother or Fellow ; and to behave them- 
felves courteoufly within and without the Lodge . 

The Mafter , knowing himfelf to be able of Cunning, 
fhall undertake the Lord’s Work as reafonably as pof- 
fible, and truly difpend his Goods as if they were his 
own; nor to give more Wages to any Brother or 
apprentice than he really may defer ve. 

Both the and the Mafons receiving their 

Wages juftly, fhall be faithful to the Lord , and honeftly 
finifn their Work, whether Tajk or Journey; nor put the 
Work to Tajk that hath been accuftom’d to Journey . 

None fhall difcover Envy at the Profperity of a 
Brother, nor fupplant him, or put him out of his 
Work, if he be capable to finifh the fame ; for no 
Man can finifh another’s Work fo much to the Lord’s 
Profit, unlefs he be thoroughly acquainted with the 
Defigns and Draughts of him that began it. 

When a Fellow- Craftfman is chofen Warden of the 
Work under the Majler , he fhall be true both to 
Mafter and Fellows , fhall carefully overfee the Work 
in the Majler’ s Abfence to the Lord’s Profit ; and his 
Brethren fhall obey him. 

All Mafons employ’d, fhall meekly receive their 

Wages 
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Wages without Murmuring or Mutiny, and not defert 
the Majier till the Work is finifh’d. 

A younger Brother fhall be inftru&ed in working, to 
prevent fpoiling the Materials for want of Judgment, 
and for encreafing and continuing of Brotherly Love . 

All the Tools ufed in working fhall be approved by 
the Grand Lodge. 

No Labourer fhall be employ’d in the proper Work 
of Mafonry ; nor fhall jfc ZZ Sl^aCOtt# work with thofe 
that are not free , without an urgent Neceflity; nor 
fhall they teach Labourers and unaccepted Mafons, as 
they fhould teach a Brother or Fellow . 


VI. 0/ Behaviour, viz. 

I. In the Hofcffe conttttutrtu 

You are not to hold private Committees, or feparate 
Converfation, without Leave from the Majier , nor to 
talk of any thing impertinent or unfeemly, nor interrupt 
the Majier or Wardens , or any Brother fpeaking to the 
Majier : Nor behave yourfelf ludicroufly or jeftingly 
while the Lodge is engaged in what is ferious and folemn ; 
nor ufe any unbecoming Language upon any Pretence 
whatfoever ; but to pay due Reverence to your Mafter y 
Wardens , and Fellows , and put them to worfhip. 

If any Complaint be brought, the Brother found 
guilty fhall ftand to the Award and Determination of 
the Lodge y who are the proper and competent J udges 
of all fuch Controverfies, (unlefs you carry it by 
appeal to the Grand Lodge) and to whom they 
ought to be referr’d, unlefs a Lord y s Work be hin- 
der’d the mean while, in which Cafe a particular 
Reference may be made ; but you muft never go 
to Law about what concerneth Mafonry , without an 
abfolute Neceflity apparent to the Lodge . 

2. Be- 
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2 . 25tf)&t)(0Ur after the Lodge is over and the 
Brethren not gone. 

You may enjoy yourfelves with innocent Mirth, 
treating one another according to Ability, but avoiding 
all Excefs, or forcing any Brother to eat or drink be- 
yond his Inclination, or hindering him from going when 
his Occaiions call him, or doing or faying any thing 
offenfive, or that may forbid an eafy and free Conver- 
fation ; for that would blaft our Harmony, and defeat 
our laudable Purpofes. Therefore no private Piques 
or Quarrels muft be brought within the Door of the 
Lodge , far lefs any Quarrels about Religion , or Nations , 
or State Policy , we being only, as Mafons , of the Ca - 
tholick Religion above-mention’d ; we are alfo of all 
Nations , Tongues , Kindreds , and Languages , and are 
refolv’d againft all as what never yet con- 

duc’d to the Welfare of the Lodge , nor ever will. 
This Charge has been always ftridHy enjoin’d and 
obferv’d j but efpecially ever fince the Reformation in 
Britain, or the Diflent and Seceflionof thefe Nations 
from the Communion of Rome. 

3 . iSdjabfOUt when Brethren meet without Strangers, 
but not in a HoUge fOttlt’D* 

You are to (alute one another in a courteous man- 
ner, as you will be inftru&ed, calling each other 
1 Brother j freely giving mutual Inftru&ion as (hall be 
thought expedient, without being overfeen or over- 
heard, and without encroaching upon each other, or 
derogating from that Refpe& which is due to any 
Brother, were he not a Mafon : For though all Mafons 
are as Brethren upon the fame Level y yet mafonry takes 
no Honour from a Man that he had before ; nay rather 
it adds to his Honour, efpecially if he has deferv’d well 
of the Brotherhood, who muft give Honour to whom 
it is due, and avoid ill Manners . 

4. Be- 
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4* 2Bfc!)&W0UC in Prefence of Strangers not 

9^aCon& 

You fhall be cautious in your Words and Carriage, 
that the moft penetrating Stranger fhall not be able to 
difcover or find out what is not proper to be inti- 
mated ; and fometimes you fhall divert a Difcourfe, 
and manage it prudently for the Honour of the wor - 
Ihipful Fraternity . 

5. 35ef)att0ur at Home, and in your 
Neighbourhood. 

You are to a£t as becomes a moral and wife Man ; 
particularly, not to let your Family, Friends, and 
Neighbours know the Concerns of the Lodge , &c. but 
wifely to confult your own Honour, and that of the 
ancient Brotherhood , for Reafons not to be mention’d 
here. You muft alfo confult your Health, by not 
continuing together too late, or too long from home, 
after Lodge Hours are paft ; and by avoiding of Glut- 
tony or Drunkennefs, that your Families be not neg- 
le&ed or injured, nor you difabled from working. 

6. iSrfjabfOUC towards a ftrange Brother . 

You are cautioufly to examine him, in fuch a Method 
as Prudence fhall direct you, that you may not be im- 
pos’d upon by an ignorant falfe Pretender , whom you 
are to rejedt with Contempt and Derifion, and beware 
of giving him any Hints of Knowledge. 

But if you difcover him to be a true and genuine 
Brother , you are to refpeft him accordingly ; and if he 
is in want, you muft relieve him if you can, or elfe 
direct him how he may be reliev’d : You muft employ 
him fome Days, or elfe recommend him to be em- 
ploy’d. But you are not charged to do beyond your 
Ability, only to prefer a poor Brother , that is a good 

Man 
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Man and true, before any other poor People in the 
fame Circumftances. 

Finally, All thefe Charge# you are to obferve, 
and alfo thofe that (hall be communicated to you 
in another way ; cultivating Brotherly-Love, the 
Foundation and Cape-ftone, the Cement and Glory 
of this ancient Fraternity , avoiding all Wrangling and 
Quarrelling, all Slander and Backbiting, nor permitting 
others to flander any honeft Brother, but defending 
- his Chara&er, and doing him all good Offices, as far 
as is confiftent with your Honour and Safety , and no 
farther. And if any of them do you Injury, you muft 
apply to your own or his Lodge ; and from thence you 
may appeal to the Grand Lodge at the Quarterly 
Communication , and from thence to the annual Grand 
Lodge, as has been the ancient laudable Conduct of 
our Fore-fathers in every Nation ; never taking a legal 
Courfe but when the Cafe cannot be otherwife decided, 
and patiently liftning to the honeft and friendly Advice 
of Majler and Fellows, when they would prevent your 
going to Law with Strangers , or would excite you to 
put a fpeedy Period to all Law-Suits , that fo you may 
mind the Affair of Masonry with the more Alacrity 
and Succefs ; but with refpect to Brothers or Fellows 
at Law, the Majler and Brethren fliould kindly offer 
their Mediation, which ought to be thankfully fub- 
mitted to by the contending Brethren ; and if that 
Submiffion is impracticable, they muft however carry 
on their Procefs , or Law-Suit, without Wrath and 
Rancor (not in the common way) faying or doing 
nothing which may hinder Brotherly Love , and good 
Offices to be renew’d and continu’d ; that all may fee 
the benign Influence of Masonry, as all true Mafons 
have done from the Beginning of the World , and will 
do to the End of Time . 

SLmtn fo mote It be. 

POST- 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

A Worthy Brother, learned in the Law y has 
communicated to the Author (while this Sheet 
was printing) the Opinion of the Great Judge Coke 
upon the ASi againft Mafons , 3 Hen. VI. Cap. I. 
which is Printed in this Book, Page 44, and which 
Quotation the Author has compar’d with the Original, 
viz . 

Coke’s InJUtuteSy third Party Fol. 99. 

The Cause wherefore this Offence was made Felony, 
is for that the good Courfe and EfFeft of the Statutes 
of Labourers were thereby violated and broken. Now 
( fais my Lord Coke) all the Statutes concerning La- 
bourers, before this ASl y and whereunto this A Si doth 
refer y are repeaPd by the Statute of 5 Eliz. Cap. 4. 
whereby the Caufe and End of the making of this A 61 
is taken away ; and confequently this Aft is become of no 
Force or EffeSi ; for 9 ceflante ratione Legis, ceffat ipfa 
Lex: And the Indiftment of Felony upon this Statute 
mujl contain, that thofe Chapters and Congregations 
were to the violating and breaking of the good Courfe 
and Effeft of the Statutes of Labourers ; which now 
cannot be fo alledg d, becaufe thefe Statutes be repealed . 
Therefore this would be put out of the Charge of 
Juftices of Peace, written by Mafter Lambert, pag. 
227. 

This Quotation confirms the Tradition of old 
Mafons , that this moft learned Judge really belong’d 
to the ancient Lodge, and was a faithful Brother . 


General 
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General i&egulationg. 

Compiled firft by Mr. George Payne, 
Anno 1720, when he was 
8gj)aftet, and approv’d by the Grand- 
Lodge on St. John Baptijl's Day, Anno 
1721, at Stationer s- Hall, London; 
when the moji noble Prince John Duke 
of Montagu was unanimoufly chofen 
our for the Year en- 

fuing ; who chofe John Beal M.D. his 
Deputy Grand-Master; and Mr. 
fofiah Villeneau and Mr. Thomas Morris , 
jun.y were chofen by the Lodge Grand- 
Wardens. And now, by the Com- 
mand of our faid Right JVorJhipful 
Grand-Master Montagu, the Author 
of this Book has compar’d them with, 
and reduc’d them to the ancient Records 
and immemorial Vfages of the Frater- 
nity, and digefted them into this new 
Method, with fever al proper Explica- 
tions, for the Ufe of the Lodges in and 
about London and Wejlminjler. 

I. 

HE (Brantl^affer, or his Deputy, hath 
Authority and Right, not only to be pre- 
fent in any true Lodge , but alfo to pre- 
fide wherever he is, with the Majter 
of the Lodge on his Left-hand, and to 
order his Grand-Wardens to attend him, who are not 

to ad 
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to aft in particular Lodges as Wardens , but in his 
Prefence, and at his Command; becaufe there the 
Grand-Master may command the Wardens of that 
Lodge , qr any other Brethren he pleafeth, to attend 
and aft as his W ardens pro tempore . 

II. The Master of a particular Lodge has the 
Right and Authority of congregating the Members of 
his Lodge into a Chapter at pleafure, upon any Emer- 
gency or Occurrence, as well as to appoint the time 
and place of their ufual forming : And in cafe of Sick- 
nefs, Death, or neceflary Abfence of the Mafter y the 
fenior Warden (hall aft as Majler pro tempore y if no 
Brother is prefent who has been Majler of that Lodge 
before ; for in that Cafe the abfent Majler* s Authority 
reverts to the laft Majler then prefent; though he 
cannot aft until the faid fenior Warden has once con- 
gregated the Lodge y or in his Abfence the junior 
IVarden . 

III. The Majler of each particular Lodge y or one of 
the Wardens y or fome other Brother by his Order, 
{hall keep a Book containing their By-Laws y the 
Names of their Members, with a Lift of all the Lodges 
in Town, and the ufual Times and Places of their 
forming, and all their Tranfaftions that are proper to 
be written. 

IV. No Lodge (hall make more than Five new 
Brethren at one Time, nor any Man under the Age 
of Twenty-five y who mult be alfo his own Matter ; 
unlefs by a Difpenfatiop from the Grand-Majler or 
his Deputy . 

V. No man can be made or admitted a Member of 


a particular Lodge y without previous notice one Month 
bifore given to the faid Lodge y in order to make due 
Enquiry into the Reputation and Capacity of the 
Candidate ; unlefs by the Difpenfation arorefaid. 

VI. But no Man can be enter’d a Brother in any 
particular Lodge y or admitted to be a Member thereof, 

without 
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without the unanimous Confent of all the Members of 
that Lodge then prefent when the Candidate is pro- 
pos’d, and their Confent is formally afk’d bv the 
Majler ; and they are to fignify their Confent or DiJJent 
in their own prudent way, either virtually or in form, 
but with Unanimity: Nor is this inherent Privilege 
fubje& to a Difpenfation ; becaufe the Members of a 
particular Lodge are the beft Judges of it ; and if a 
fra£ttous Member fliould be impos’d on them, it might 
fpoil their Harmony, or hinder their Freedom ; or 
even break and difperfe the Lodge ; which ought to be 
avoided by all good and true Brethren. 

VII. Every new Brother at his making is decently 
to cloath the Lodge , that is, all the Brethren prefent, 
and to depofite fomething for the Relief of indigent 
and decay’d Brethren, as the Candidate fliall think fit 
to beftow, over and above the fmall Allowance ftated 
by the By-Laws of that particular Lodge; which 
Charity fliall be lodg’d with the Majler or Wardens , 
or the Cajhier , if the Members think fit to chufe 
one. 

And the Candidate fliall alfo folemnly promife to 
fubmit to the Conjli tut ions , the Charges , and Regula - 
tionsy and to fuch other good Ufages as fliall be in- 
timated to them in Time and Place convenient. 

VIII. No Set or Number of Brethren fliall with- 
draw or feparate themfelves from the Lodge in which 
they were made Brethren, or were afterwards admitted 
Members , unlefs the Lodge becomes too numerous ; 
nor even then, without a Difpenfation from the Grand - 
Majler or bis Deputy : And when they are thus fepa- 
rated, they muft either immediately join themfelves to 
fuch other Lodge as they fliall like beft, with the 
unanimous Confent of that other Lodge to which they 
go (as above regulated ) or elfe they muft obtain the 
Grand- Majler' s Warrant to join in forming a new 
Lodge. 

If 
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If any Set or Number of Mafons {hall take upon 
themfelves to form a Lodge without the Grand- Majler 3 s 
Warrant, the regular Lodges are not to countenance 
them, nor own them as fair Brethren and duly form’d, 
nor approve of their A&s and Deeds ; but muft treat 
them as Rebels , until they humble themfelves, as the 
Grand-Majler {hall in his Prudence dire&, and until 
he approve of them by his Warranty which muft be 
fignify’d to the other Lodges , as the Cuftom is when a 
new Lodge is to be regifter’d in the Lift of Lodges. 

IX. But if any Brother fo far milbehave himfelf as 
to render his Lodge uneafy, he {hall be twice duly ad- 
monifh’d by the Majler or Wardens in a form'd Lodge ; 
and if he will not refrain his Imprudence, and obe- 
diently fubmit to the Advice of the Brethren, and 
reform what gives them Offence, he {hall be dealt 
with according to the By-Laws of that particular 
Lodge, or elfe in fuch a manner as the Quarterly Com- 
munication {hall in their great Prudence think fit ; for 
which a new Regulation may be afterwards made. 

X. The Majority of every particular Lodge , when 
congregated, {hall have the Privilege of giving In - 
Jlruftions to their Majler and Wardens , before the 
affembling of the Grand Chapter , or Lodge , at the three 
Quarterly Communications hereafter mention’d, and of 
the Annual Grand Lodge too ; becaufe their Majler and 
Wardens are their Reprefentatives, and are fuppofed 
to fpeak their Mind. 

XI. All particular Lodges are to obferve the fame 
Ufages as much as poffible 5 in order to which, and for 
cultivating a good Under {landing among Free- Mafons^ 
fome Members out of every Lodge {hall be deputed to 
vilit the other Lodges as often as {hall be thought con- 
venient. 

XII. The d5t&ntu3L0t)g£ confifts of, and is form’d 
by the Majler s and Wardens of all the regular particular 
Lodges upon Record, with the Grand-Master at 

their 
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their Head, and his Deputy on his Left-hand, and the 
Grand-Wardens in their proper Places ; and muft have 
a Quarterly Communication about Michaelmas , 
Chriftmasi and Lady-Day , in fome convenient Place, 
as the Grand-Majler fhall appoint, where no Brother 
fhall be prefent, who is not at that time a Member 
thereof, without a Difpenfation \ and while he ftays, he 
fhall not be allow’d to vote, nor even give his Opinion, 
without Leave of the Grand-Lodge afk’d and given, or 
unlefs it be duly a Ik’d by the faid Lodge. 

All Matters are to be determin’d in the Grand- 
Lodge by a Majority of Votes, each Member having 
one Vote, and the Grand-Majler having two Votes, 
unlefs the faid Lodge leave any particular thing to the 
Determination of the Grand-Majler , for the lake of 
Expedition. 

XIII. At the faid Quarterly Communication , all 
Matters that concern the Fraternity in general, or 
particular Lodges , or fingle Brethren, are quietly, 
fedately, and maturely to be difcours’d of and tranf- 
a£led : Apprentices muft be admitted Majlers and Fel- 
low-Craft only here, unlefs by a Difpenfation. Here 
alfo all Differences, that cannot be made up and 
accommodated privately, nor by a particular Lodge , 
are to be ferioufly confidered and decided : And if any 
Brother thinks himfelf aggrieved by the Decifion of 
this Board, he may appeal to the annual Grand- Lodge 
next enfuing, and leave his Appeal in Writing, with 
the Grand-Majler , or his Deputy , or the Grand- 
Wardens . 

Here alfo the Majler or the Wardens of each par- 
ticular Lodge fhall bring and produce a Lift of fuch 
Members as have been made, or even admitted in their 
particular Lodges fince the laft Communication of the 
Grand-Lodge : And there fhall be a Book kept by the 
Grand-Majler , or his Deputy , or rather by fome Bro- 
ther whom the Grand-Lodge fhall appoint for Secre- 
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taRY, wherein (hall be recorded all the Lodges , with 
their ufual Times and Places of forming, and the Names 
of all the Members of each Lodge ; and all the Affairs 
of the Grand- Lodge that are proper to be written* 

They lhall alfo confider of the moft prudent and 
effe&ual Methods of colle&ing and difpofing of what 
Money (hall be given to, or lodged with them in 
Charity , towards the Relief only of any true Brother 
fallen into Poverty or Decay, but of none elfe : But 
every particular Lodge (hall difpofe of their own Charity 
for poor Brethren, according to their own By-Laws , 
until it be agreed by all the Lodges (in a new Regula- 
tion) to carry in the Charity collected by them to the 
Grand-Lodge, at the Quarterly or Annual Commu- 
nication , in order to make a common Stock of it, for 
the more handfome Relief of poor Brethren . 

They (hall alfo appoint a Treasurer, a Brother of 
good worldly Subftance, who (hall be a Member of 
the Grand- Lodge by virtue of his Office, and (hall be 
always prefent, and have Power to move to the Grand- 
Lodge any thing, efpecially what concerns his Office. 
To him (hall be committed all Money rais’d for 
Charity , or for any other Ufe of the Grand-Lodge , 
which he (hail write down in a Book, with the re- 
fpe6tive Ends and Ufes for which the feveral Sums 
are intended ; and (hall expend or dilburfe the fame by 
fuch a certain Order i ign’d, as the Grand- Lodge (hall 
afterwards agree to in a new Regulation : But he (hall 
not vote in chufing a Grand- Majler or Wardens , 
though in every other Tranfa&ion. As in like manner 
the Secretary (hall be a Member of the Grand-Lodge 
by virtue of his Office, and vote in everything except 
in chuling a Grand-Majler or Wardens . 

The Treafurer and Secretary (hall have each a Clerk , 
who muft be a Brother and Fellow-Graft , but never 
muft be a Member of the Grand- Lodge , nor fpeak 
without being allow’d or delir’d. 

The 
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The Grand-Majler y or his Deputy , (hall always com- 
mand the Treafurer and Secretary , with their Clerks 
and Booksy in order to fee how Matters go on, and to 
know what is expedient to be done upon any emergent 
Occalion. 

Another Brother (who muft be a Fellow-Craft) 
(hould be appointed to look after the Door of the 
Grand-Lodge ; but (hall be no Member of it. 

But thefe Offices may be farther explain’d by a new 
Regulation , when the Neceffity and Expediency of them 
may more appear than at prefent to the Fraternity . 

XIV. If at any Grand-Lodge, ftated or occafional, 
quarterly or annual, the (Bcanh-2^att0r and his De- 
puty fliould be both abfent, then the prefent Majler of 
a Lodgey that has been the longeft a Free-Mafony Ihall 
take the Chair, and prefide as Grand-Mafter pro tem- 
pore ; and lhall be vetted with all his Power and Honour 
for the time ; provided there is no Brother prefent that 
has been Grand-Majler formerly, or Deputy Grand- 
Majler ; for the laft Grand-Majler prefent, or elfe the 
laft Deputy prefent, fliould always of right take place 
in the Abfence of the prefent Grand-Majler and his 
Deputy • 

A V . In the Grand-Lodge none can aft as War- 
dens but the Grand-Wardens themfelves, if prefent; 
and if abfent, the Grand-Majlery or the perfon who pre- 
fides in his Place, lhall order private Wardens to aft 
as Grand-Wardens pro tempore , whofe Places are to be 
fupply’d by two Fellow-Craft of the fame Lodgey call’d 
forth to aft, or fent thither by the particular Majler 
thereof ; or if by him omitted, then they (hall be call’d 
by the Grand-Majlery that fo the Grand-Lodge may be 
always compleat. 

XVI. The Grand- Wardens, or any others, are 
firft to advife with the Deputy about the Affairs of the 
Lodge or of the Brethren, and not to apply to the Grand- 
Mafter without the Knowledge of the Deputy , unlefs he 
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refufe his Concurrence in any certain neceffary Affair ; 
in which Cafe, or in cafe of any Difference between 
the Deputy and the Grand- Wardens, or other Brethren, 
both Parties are to go by Concert to the Grand- Maf* 
ter , who can eafily decide the Controverfy and make 
up the Difference by virtue of his great Authority. 

The Grand-Majier (hould receive no Intimation of 
Bufinefs concerning Mafinry , but from his Deputy firft, 
except in fuch certain Cafes as his Worfhip can well 
judge of ; for if the Application to the Grand-Majier 
be irregular, he can eafily order the Grand- War dens, 
or any other Brethren thus applying, to wait upon his 
Deputy , who is to prepare the Bufinefs fpeedily, and to 
lay it orderly before his Worjhip . 

XVII. No (Branll-Sl^affer, Deputy Grand-Mafter, 
Grand-Wardens , Treafurer , Secretary, ox whoever a£ls 
for them, or in their Head pro tempore , can at the fame 
time be the Majier or Warden of a particular Lodge; 
but as foon as any of them has honourably difcharg’d 
his Grand Office , he returns to that Poll or Station in 
his particular Lodge , from which he was call’d to offi- 
ciate above. 

XVIII. If the Deputy Grand-Master be fick, 
or neceffarily abfent, the Grand-Majier may chufe any 
Fellow-Craft he pleafes to be his Deputy pro tempore : 
But he that is chofen Deputy at the Grand- Lodge, and 
the Grand-Wardens too, cannot be difcharg’d without 
the Caufe fairly appear to the Majority of the Grand- 
Lodge ; and the (BcatUl-SJ^atteC, if he is uneafy, may 
call a Grand-Lodge on purpofe to lay the Caufe be- 
fore them, and to have their Advice and Concurrence: 
In which cafe, the Majority of the Grand- Lodge, if 
they cannot reconcile .the Staffer and his Deputy or 
his Wardens , are to concur in allowing the Scatter to 
difcharge his faid Deputy or his faid Wardens, and to 
chufe another Deputy immediately; and the faid Grand- 
Lodge lhall chufe other Wardens in that Cafe, that 
Harmony and Peace may be prefer v’d. , XIX. 
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XIX. If the(]$?&nb-Sl$dffer (hould abufe hisPower, 
and render himfelf unworthy of the Obedience and Sub- 
jection of the Lodges , he fhall be treated in a way and 
manner to be agreed upon in a new Regulation ; becaufe 
hitherto the ancient Fraternity have had no occafion 
for it, their former Grand-Masters having all be- 
haved themfelves worthy of that honourable Office. 

XX. The Grand-Majler, with his Deputy and h har- 
dens, fhall (at leaft once) go round and vifit all the 
Lodges about Town during his Majler Jhip . 

XXI. If the (Brantl-^affec die during his Majler - 
Jhipy or by Sicknefs, or by being beyond Sea, or any 
other way fhould be render’d uncapable of difcharging 
his Office, the Deputy, or in his Abfence, the Senior 
Grand-Warden, or in his Abfence the "Junior , or in 
his Abfence any three prefent Majlers of Lodges , fhall 
join to congregate the Grand-Lodge immediately, to 
advife together upon that Emergency, and to fend two 
of their Number to invite the laft Grand-Majler to re- 
fume his Office, which now in courfe reverts to him ; 
or if he refufe, then the next lajl, and fo backward : 
But if no former Grand- Majler can be found, then the 
Deputy fhall a& as Principal ’ until another is chofen ; 
or if there be no Deputy , then the oldeft Majler . 

XXII. The 2BC0tI)C0ll of all the Lodges in and 
about London and Wejlminjler, fhall meet at an An- 
nual Communication and Feajl , in fome convenient 
Place, on St. John BaptiJPs Day, or elfe on St. John 
Evangelijl’s Day, as the Grand-Lodge fhall think fit 
by a new Regulation , having of late Years met on St. 
John BaptiJ^s Day : Provided, 

The Majority of the Majlers and Wardens , with the 
Grand-Majler, his Deputy and Wardens , agree at their 
Quarterly Communication , three Months before, that 
there fhall be a Feajl, and a General Communication of 
all the Brethren : For if either the Grand- Majler, or 
the Majority of the particular Majlers , are againft it, 
it muft be dropt for that Time. But 
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But whether there lhall be a Feaji for all the Breth - 
ren , or not, yet the (BCflltt) muft meet in fome 

convenient Place, annually on St. John’s Day; or if 
it be Sunday , then on the next Day, in order to chufe 
every Year a new Grand-Master, Deputy , and 
Wardens. 

XXIII. If it be thought expedient, and the Grand- 
Master, with the Majority of the Majlers and War - 
densy agree to hold a Grand Feast, according to the 
ancient laudable Cuftom of Mafonsy then the (Brantl* 
3Qi&CQ0n$ lhall have the care of preparing the 
Tickets , feal’d with the Grand-Majler s Seal, of dif- 
pofing of the Tickets, of receiving the Money for the 
Tickets, of buying the Materials of the Feajly of 
finding out a proper and convenient Place to feaft in ; 
and of every other thing that concerns the Entertain- 
ment. 

But that the Work may not be too burthenfome to 
the two Grand-Wardensy and that all Matters may be 
expeditioufly and fafely managed, the Grand-Majler , or 
his Deputy , lhall have power to nominate and appoint 
a certain Number of Stewards, as his Worjhip lhall 
think fit, to a6fc in concert with the two Grand-War - 
dens ; all things relating to the Feaft being decided 
amongft them by a Majority of Voices; except the 
Grand-Majler or his Deputy interpofe by a particular 
Dire&ion or Appointment. 

XXIV. The Wardens and lhall, in due 

time, wait upon the Grand-Majler y or his Deputy , for 
Dire£Hons and Orders about the Premifles $ but if his 
Worjhip and his Deputy are fick, or neceflarily abfent, 
they lhall call together the Majlers and Wardens of 
Lodges to meet on purpofe for their Advice and Orders ; 
or elfe they may take the Matter wholly upon them- 
felves, and do the belt they can. 

The Grand-Wardens and the Stewards are to ac- 
count for all the Money they receive, or expend, to 

the 

P 
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the Grand- Lodge ) after Dinner, or when the Grand- 
Lodge fhall think fit to receive their Accounts. 

If the pleafes, he may in due time 

fummon all the Majlers and Wardens of Lodges to 
confult with them about ordering the Grand-Feajl , and 
about any Emergency or accidental thing relating there- 
unto, that may require Advice j or elfe to take it upon 
himfelf altogether. 

XXV. The Majlers of Lodges (hall each appoint 
one experienc’d and difcreet Fellow-Craft of his Lodge , 
to compofe a Committee , confifting of one from every 
Lodge , who fhall meet to receive, in a convenient 
Apartment, every Perfon that brings a Ticket, and 
fhall have Power to difcourfe him, if they think fit, 
in order to admit him, or debar him, as they fhall fee 
caufe : Provided they fend no Man away before they 
have acquainted all the Brethren within Doors witn 
the Reafons thereof, to avoid Miftakes ; that fo no 
true Brother may be debarr’d, nor a falfe Brother, or 
mere Pretender, admitted. This Committee muft meet 
very early on St. John's Day at the Place, even before 
any Perfons come with Tickets. 

XXVI. The Grand-Master fhall appoint two or 
more ttttftp 2&C£tf)C£n to be Porters, or Door-keepers, 
who are alfo to be early at the Place, for fome good 
Reafons ; and who are to be at the Command of the 
Committee. 

XXVII. The Grand-Wardens , or the Stewards , 
fhall appoint beforehand fuch a Number of Brethren 
to ferve at Table as they think fit and proper for that 
Work $ and they may advife with the Majlers and 
Wardens of Lodges about the moft proper Perfons, if 
they pleafe, or may take in fuch by their Recommen- 
dation ; for none are to ferve that Day, but free and 
accepted Mafons y that the Communication may be free 
and harmonious. 

XXVIII. All the Members of the Grand-Lodge 

muft 
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muft be at the Place long before Dinner, with the 
Grand-Majler , or his Deputy , at their Head, who (hall 
retire, and form themfelves. And this is done in order. 


1. To receive any appeals duly lodg’d, as above re- 
gulated, that the Appellant may be heard, and the 
Affair may be amicably decided before Dinner, if 
polfible ; but if it cannot, it muft be delay’d till after 
the new Grand-Majler is elected ; and if it cannot be 
decided after Dinner, it may be delay’d, and referr’d 
to a particular Committee , that fhall quietly adjuft it, 
and make Report to the next Quarterly Communication , 
that Brotherly-Love may be preferv’d. 

2. To prevent any Difference or Difguft which 
may be feared to arife that Day ; that no Interruption 
may be given to the Harmony and Pleafure of the 
Grand Feast. 

3. To confult about whatever concerns the Decency 
and Decorum of the Grand- AJfembly^ and to prevent 
all Indecency and ill Manners, the Affembly being 
promifcuous. 

4. To receive and confider of any good Motion, or 
any momentous and important Affair, that fhall be 
brought from the particular Lodges , by their Repre- 
fentatives, the feveral Majlers and Wardens. 

XXIX. After thefe things are difcufs’d, the (KCfUtlJs 
Scatter and his Deputy , the Grand-Wardens , or the 
Stewards , the Secretary , the Treasurer , the Clerks , and 
every other Perfon, fhall withdraw, and leave the 
Majlers and Wardens of the particular Lodges alone, 
in order to confult amicably about ele&ing a New 
Grand-Master, or continuing the prefent if they 
have not done it the Day before; and if they are 
unanimous for continuing the prefent Grand-Mafter, 
his Worjhip fhall be call’d in, and humbly defir’d to 
do the Fraternity the Honour of ruling them for the 
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Year enfuing: And after Dinner it will be known 
whether he accepts of it or not : For it fhould not be 
difcover’d but by the Ele£tton itfelf. 

XXX. Then the Majlers and Wardens , and all the 
Brethren, may converfe promifcuoufly, or as they 
pleafe to fort together, until the Dinner is coming in, 
when every Brother takes his Seat at Table . 

XXXI. Some time after Dinner the Grand- 
Lodge is form’d, not in Retirement, but in the Pre- 
fence of all the Brethren, who yet are not Members 
of it, and muft not therefore fpeak until they are de- 
fir’d and allow’d. 

XXXII. If the (Brant) fatter of laft Year has 
confented with the Majler and Wardens in private, 
before Dinner, to continue for the Year enfuing ; then 
one of the Grand- Lodge, deputed for that purpo te,Jhall 
reprefent to all the Brethren his Worship’s good Govern- 
ment , &c. And turning to him, fhall, in the Name of 
the Grand-Lodge , humbly requeft him to do the Fra- 
ternity the great Honour (if nobly born, if not) the 
great Kindnefs of continuing to be their Grand- Majler 
for the Y ear enfuing. And his Worjhip declaring his 
Confent by a Bow or a Speech, as he pleafes, the faid 
deputed Member of the Grand-Lodge fhall proclaim 
him (Bcantl=9^after, and all the Members of the Lodge 
fhall falute him in due Form. And all the Brethren 
fhall for a few Minutes have leave to declare their 
Satisfa&ion, Pleafure, and Congratulation. 

XXXIII. But if either the Majler and Wardens 
have not in private, this Day before Dinner, nor the 
Day before, defir’d the to continue 

in the Majierjhip another Y ear; or if he, when defir’d, 
has not confented : Then, 

The lajl Grand-Master fhall nominate his Suc- 
ceffor for the Y ear enfuing, who, if unanimoufly ap- 
prov’d by the Grand- Lodge y and if there prefent, fhall 
be proclaim’d, faluted, and congratulated the new 

(Brant)* 
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(EftantlsSl^aftcr as above hinted, and immediately in- 
ftall’d by the laji Grand-Majier, according to Ufage. 

XXXIV. But if that Nomination is not unanimoufly 
approv’d, the new Grand-Majier fhall be chofen imme- 
diately by Ballot , every MaJlerznA Warden writing his 
Man’s Name, and the laji Grand-Majier writing his 
Man’s Name too ; and the Man, whofe Name the 
laji Grand-Majier (hall firft take out, cafually or by 
chance, fhall be Grand-Master for the Year en- 
fuing ; and if prefent, he (hall be proclaim’d, faluted, 
and congratulated, as above hinted, and forthwith in- 
flall’d by the laji Grand-Majier , according to Ufage. 

XXXV. The laji Grand-Master thus continued, 
or the neto Grand-Master thus inftall’d, fhall 
next nominate and appoint his Deputy Grand-Mafter, 
either the laft or a new one, who fhall be alfo declar’d, 
faluted and congratulated as above hinted. 

The fhall alfo nominate the new 

Grand-Wardens, and if unanimoufly approv’d by the 
Grand-Lodge , fhall be declar’d, faluted, and congratu- 
lated, as above hinted ; but if not, they fhall be chofen 
by Ballot , in the fame way as the Grand-Majier : As 
the Wardens of private Lodges are alfo to be chofen by 
Ballot in each Lodge , if the Members thereof do not 
agree to their Majler's Nomination. 

XXXVI. But if the Brother, whom the prefent 
Grand-Majier fhall nominate for his Succejfor , or whom 
the Majority of the Grand-Lodge fhall happen to chufe 
by Ballot, is, by Sicknefs or other neceflary Occafion, 
abfent from the Grand-Feajl , he cannot be proclaim’d 
the New Grand-Master, unlefs the old Grand- 
Majier , or fome of the Majlers and Wardens of the 
(15rdnt)s3LOt)g0 can vouch, upon the Honour of a Bro- 
ther , that the faid Perfon, fo nominated or chofen, will 
readily accept of the faid Office ; in which cafe the old 
(Bcaith scatter fhall aft as Proxy, and fhall nominate 
the Deputy and Wardens in his Name, and in his 

Name 
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Name alfo receive the ufual Honours, Homage, and 
Congratulation. 

XXXVII. Then the (hall allow 

any Brother, Fellow-Craft or Apprentice to fpeak, 
directing his Difcourfe to his Worjhip ; or to make 
any Motion for the good of the Fraternity, which fhall 
be either immediately confider’d and finifh’d, or elfe 
referr’d to the Confideration of the Grand-Lodge at 
their next Communication , ftated or occafional. When 
that is over, 

XXXVIII. The Grand-Master or his Deputy , or 
fome Brother appointed by him, fhall harangue all the 
Brethren, and give them good Advice : And laflly, after 
fome other T ranfa&ions, that cannot be written in any 
Language, the Brethren may go away or flay longer, 
as they pleafe. 

XXXIX. Every Annual Grand-Lodge has an in- 
herent Power and Authority to make new Regulations , 
or to alter thefe, for the real Benefit of this ancient 
Fraternity : Provided always that the old Land-Marks 
be carefully preferv* d^nb that fuch Alterations and new 
Regulations be propofed and agreed to at the third 
Quarterly Communication preceding the Annual Grand 
Feajl ; and that they be offered alfo to the Perufal of 
all the Brethren before Dinner, in writing, even of the 
youngefl Apprentice ; the Approbation and Confent of 
the Majority of all the Brethren prefent being abfo- 
lutely neceffary to make the fame binding and obliga- 
tory ; which muft, after Dinner, and after the new 
Grand-Majler is inftall’d, be folemnly defir’d ; as it 
was defir’d and obtain’d for thefe Regulations, when 
propos’d by the Grand-Lodge, to about 150 Bre- 
thren, on St . John BaptijVs Day y 1721. 


POST- 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

Here follows the Manner of conftituting a 
Jl3et0 ILoDgC, as practis’d by his Grace 
the Duke of Wharton, the prefent 
Right Worjhipful <2)ranO ; 0@aftet, accord- 
ing to the ancient Ufages of Mafons. 

(% $eto Hotlge, for avoiding many Irregularities, 
fhould be folemnly conftituted by the Grand - 
Majier , with his Deputy and Wardens ; or in the Grand - 
Majier s Abfence, the Deputy fhall aft for his Worjhtpy 
and (hall chufe fome Majier of a Lodge to aflift him ; 
or in cafe the Deputy is abfent, the Grand- Majier fhall 
call forth fome Majier of a Lodge to aft as Deputy pro 
tempore . 

The Candidates , or the new Matter and Wardens, 
being yet among the Fellow-Crafty the Grand Master 
(hall afk his Deputy if he has examin’d them, and finds 
the Candidate Majier well (kill’d in the noble Science 
and the royal Arty and duly inftrufted in our Myf- 
terieSy 

And the Deputy anfwering in the affirmative, he fhall 
(by the Grand-Majier' s Order) take the Candidate from 
among his Fellows, and prefent him to the Grand - 
Majier ; faying, Right worjhipful Grand-Master, the 
Brethren here deftre to be form'd into a new Lodge ; and 
I prefent this my worthy Brother to be their Matter, whom 
I know to be of good Morals and great Skilly true and trujiyy 
and a Lover of the whole Fraternity, wherefoever difperf d 
over the Face of the (EffC tf)* 

Then the Grand-Master, placing the Candidate 
on his left Hand, having afk’d and obtain’d the unani- 
mous Confent of all the Brethren, fhall fay; I con - 

Jiitute 
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ftitute and form thefe good Brethren into a new Lodge, 
and appoint you the Matter of it y not doubting your Ca- 
pacity and Care to preferve the Cement of the Lodge, 
&c. with fome other Expreflions that are proper and 
ufual on that Occafion, but not proper to be written. 

Upon this the Deputy (hall rehearfe the Charges of a 
Majier , and the Grand-Master (hall afk the Candi- 
date , faying. Do you fubmit to thefe Charges, as Matters 
have done in all Ages ? And the Candidate fignifying 
his cordial Submiflion thereunto, the <15 Cdnb scatter 
fhall, by certain fignificant Ceremonies and ancient 
Ufages, inftall him, and prefent him with the Conjlitu - 
tionsy the Lodge-Book , and the Injlruments of his Office, 
not all together, but one after another ; and after each 
of them, the Grand-Majler y or his Deputy , (hall re- 
hearfe the fhort and pithy Charge that is fuitable to 
the thing prefented. 

After this, the Members of this new Lodge , bowing 
all together to the Grand-Majler , fhall return his Wor - 
Jhip Thanks, and immediately do their Homage to their 
new Majier , and fignify their rromife of Subje&ion and 
Obedience to him by the ufual Congratulation . 

The Deputy and the Grand-Wardens y and any other 
Brethren prefent, that are not Members of this new 
Lodge y fhall next congratulate the new Majier ; and he 
fhall return his becoming Acknowledgments to the 
Grand-Master firft, and to the reft in their Order. 

Then the Grand-Majler defires the new Majier to 
enter immediately upon the Exercife of his Office, in 
chufing his Wardens: And the New Master calling 
forth two Fellow-Crafty prefents them to the Grand- 
Majler for his Approbation, and to the new Lodge for 
their Confent. And that being granted, 

The fenior or junior Grand- Warden, or folne Bro- 
ther for him, fhall rehearfe the Charges of Wardens ; 
and the Candidates being folemnly afk’d by the new 
Majier , fhall fignify their Submiflion thereunto. 

Upon 
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Upon which the New Master, prefenting them 
with the Injlruments of their Office , (hall, in due Form, 
inftall them in their proper Places $ and the Brethren 
of that new Lodge fliall fignify their Obedience to the 
new Wardens by the ufual Congratulation . 

And this Lodge being thus compleatly conftituted, 
fhall be regifter’d in the Grand-Majler's Book, 
and by his Order notify ’d to the other Lodges. 


APPROBATION. 

1^0Eta0 by the Confufions occafion’d in the 
KXS& fearon, 2DanUi), and jporman Wars, the 
Records of Mafons have been much vitiated, the Free 
Mafons of England twice thought it neceflary to cor- 
rect their Constitutions, Charges, and Regula- 
tions ; firft in the Reign of King Athelstan the 
§5>a;t;on, and long after in the Reign of King Edward 
IV. the Socman : And Whereas the old Conjlitu - 
tions in England have been much interpolated, mangled, 
and miferably corrupted, not only with falfe Spelling, 
but even with many falfe Fa&s and grofs Errors in 
Hijlory and Chronology , through Length of Time, and 
the Ignorance of Transcribers , in the dark illiterate 
Ages, before the Revival of Geometry and ancient 
Architecture , to the great Offence of all the learned 
and judicious Brethren , whereby alfo the Ignorant 
have been deceiv’d. 

And our late Worthy (BcatU) -Scatter, his Grace the 
Duke of Montagu, having order’d the Author to 
perufe, corredf, and digeft, into a new and better 
Method, the Hijlory , Charges , and Regulations , of the 
ancient Fraternity \ He has accordingly examin’d 
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feveral Copies from Italy and Scotland , and fundry 
Parts of England, and from thence, (tho’ in many 
things erroneous) and from feveral other ancient Re- 
cords of Mafons , he has drawn forth the above-written 
new Constitutions, with the and General 

l&CgUlatlOll#* And the Author having fubmitted the 
whole to the Perufal and Corrections of the late and 
prefent Deputy Grand- Majlers , and of other learned 
Brethren ; and alfo of the Majlers and Wardens of par- 
ticular Lodges at their Quarterly Communication: He 
did regularly deliver them to the late Grand Master 
himfelf, the faid Duke of Montagu, for his Exami- 
nation, Correction, and Approbation ; and His Grace, 
by the Advice of feveral Brethren , order’d the fame to 
be handfomely printed for the ufe of the Lodges , 
though they were not quite ready for the Prefs during 
his Majlerjhip. 

Therefore We, the prefent Grand-Master of 
the Right Worfhipful and moft ancient Fraternity of * 
Free and Accepted Mafons , the Deputy Grand-Majler , 
the Grand- Wardens, the Majlers and Wardens of par- 
ticular Lodges (with the Confent of the Brethren and 
Fellows in and about the Cities of London and West- 
minster) having alfo perufed this Performance, Do 
join our laudable Predeceffors in our folemn Approba- 
tion thereof, as what We believe will fully anfwer the 
End propofed ; all the valuable Things of the old Re- 
cords being retain’d, the Errors in Hi/lory and Chro- 
nology corrected, the falfe Fads and the improper 
Words omitted, and the whole digefted in a new and 
better Method. 

And we ordain That thefe be receiv’d in every par- 
ticular Lodge under our Cognizance, as the Only 
Constitutions of Free and Accepted Mafons amongft 
us, to be read at the making of new Brethren , or 
when the Majler fhall think fit ; and which the neiv 
Brethren ftiould perufe before they are made. 

Philip 
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Philip Duke of Wharton, <2>ranD* 
jailer, 

Ji T. Desaguliers, L. L.D. and F. R.S. 
Deputy Grand-Majler. 

3loQ)ua Cimfon \ n . u/ , 

ffiKiUiam jjmtofcins J Grand ~ War dens. 

And the" Majlers and Wardens of particular Lodges , viz. 
I. Thomas Morris, y*//. Mafter. 

John Briftow | TJjr , 

Abraham Abbot .} Wardens. 

II. Richard Hail Mafter. 

Philip Wolverflon ) TJjr . 

John Doyer ) Ward ^ 

III. John Turner Mafter. 

Anthony Sayer ) ' TMr , 

Edward tile \ Wardens. 

IV. Mr/ George Payne Mafter. 

Stephen Hall M.D. \ T ,r , 

Francis Sorell Efq. j hardens. 

V: Mr. Math. Birkhead Mafter. 

Francis Baily ' ) . . 

Nicholas Abraham { 

VI. William Read Mafter. 

John Glover ) , 

Robert Cordell J Wardens. 

VII. Henry Branson Mafter. 

Henry Lug ) , 

John Townjhend (Wardens. 

VIII. Mafter. 

Jonathan SiJTon ) 7 

John Shipton } Wardens. 

IX. George Owen M D. Mafter. 

Eman Bowen ) „ , , 

John Heath ) Wardens. 

X. Mafter. 

John Lubton ) TM/ . , 

tf/vw r 
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XVII. 


XVIII. 


Wardens . 


Francis Earl of Dalkeith Mafter. 
Capt. Andrew Robinfon 1 rrr , 

Col. Thomas Inwood ) Wardens. 

John Beal M. D. and F.R.S. Mafter. 
Edward Pawlet Efq. ) , 

Charles More Efq. } Wardens. 

T homas Morris jun . Mafter. 

Thomas Robbe Es<^. Mafter. 

ItTiZr } 

Mr. John Shepherd Mafter. 

‘ John Senex ) TT r , 
l i r Wardens . 

Bucler ) 

John Georges Mafter. 

Robert Gray Efq. ) rrs * 

Charles Grymes Efq. J ar ens% 
James Anderson A. M. \ aa a 

The author of this ^>0 Ofe. j MaJU 
Gw inn Vaughan Efq. V T tt j 

Walter Greenwood E(q. J ar enS * 
Thomas Harbin Mafter. 

William Attley ) T rr , 

John csaxon J 
Robert Capell Mafter. 


| Majle \ 


Wardens . 


jfeifar } 


William Bly J 
John Gorman M 
Charles Garey 
' Edward Morphey 


Wardens . 


London, 
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London, this 17 th Day of January , 172^. 

A T the Quarterly Communication ,This Book, which 
was undertaken at the Command of His Grace 
the Duke of Montagu, our late (Krant) Staffer, 
having been regularly approved in Manufcript by the 
Grand Lodge, was this Day produced here in Print, 
and approved by the Society : Wherefore we do 
hereby Order the fame to be Publiflied, and recom- 
mend it for the Ufe of the Lodges . 

Philip Duke of Wharton, (Branb 9$a(Uc t 
I. T. Defaguliers , Deputy dPraiUl Scatter* 


FINIS. 
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N.B. This edition is reproduced from a MS. in the pub- 
liftier's pofleflion. Bro. Benjamin Cole engraved plates, with 
flight aherationSy from this or from a fimilar MS. apparently written 
by the fame fcribe, the firft of which appeared a.d. 1728,* dedi- 
cated to the Rt. Hon. the Lord Kingtton, Grand Matter ; and the 
fecond, a.d. 1731, dedicated to the Rt. Hon. the Lord Lovel, 
Grand Matter. 

• In 1869, Bro. Hughan, of Truro, reproduced a fac-fimilc of this Edition in litho- 
graph, only a limited number of copies (70) was i/Tued. 
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THE BEGINNING AND FIRST 

FOUNDATION 

OF THE MOST WORTHY 

Craft of Masonry, 

WITH THE CHARGES THEREUNTO BELONGING. 

HE Might of the Father of 
Heaven, and the Wifdom of the 
glorious Son, through the Grace 
and Goodnefs of the Holy Ghoft, 
they being three Perfons and one God, be 
with us at our Begining, and give us Grace 
fo to govern qs here in our Living, that we 
may pome to his Blifs that never (hall 
have an End. Amen. 

Good Brethren and Fellows, our Pur- 
r pofe 
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pofe is to tell you, how, and in what 
Manner this worthy Craft of Masonry 
was begun, and afterwards how it was kept 
up and encouraged by worthy Kings and 
Princes, and by many other worlhipfull 
Men. 

And alfo to thofe that be here, we will 
charge by the Charges that belong to 
every F ree-Mason to keep ; for in good 
Faith, Free-Masonry is worthy to be 
kept well, it is a worthy Craft, and a 
curious Science. 

For there be feven Liberal Sciences, of 
which Seven it is one of them ; and the 
Names of the feven Sciences be thefe : 

The firft is Grammer, and that teacheth 
a Man to fpeak and write truely. 

T he fecond is Rhetortck, and that teach- 
eth a Man to fpeak fair in foft Terms. 

The third Logick, and that teacheth a 
Man for to difcern or know Truth from 
Falfhood. 

The fourth is Arithmetick , which teach- 
eth a Man for to reckon or count all 
Manner of Numbers. 

The fifth is Geometry , and that teacheth 
a Man the Mett or Meafure of the Earth, 
and of all other Things, the which Science 
is called Masonry. 

The 
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The fixth Science is called Mufck, and 
that teacheth a Man the Craft of Song, 
Voice, Tongue, and which gives a Man 
Skill of Singing, teaching him the Art of 
Compofition, and playing upon diverfe In- 
ftruments, as the Organ and Harp , metho- 
dically. 

And the feventh Science is called AJlro- 
nomy , and that teacheth a Man for to know 
the Courfe of the Sun, of the Moon, and 
of the Stars. 

Note, I pray you, tha't thefe Seven are 
contained under Geometry ; for it teacheth 
MettandMeafure, Ponderation and Weight, 
for every Thing in, and upon the whole 
Earth, for you to know. That every Craftf- 
man works by Meafure, Hujbandmen , Navi- 
gators, Planters , and all of them ufe Geo- 
metry ; for neither Grammer , Logick, nor 
any other of the faid Sciences, can fubfift 
without Geometry: Ergo, moft worthy and 
honourable. 

You alk me how this Science was in- 
vented ? My Anfwer is this, That before 
the Generali Deluge, which is commonly 
called Noah's Flood, there was a Man called 
Lamech, as you may read in the 4th Chap- 
ter of Genefs, who had two Wives, the one 
was called Adah, and the other Zillah. By 
Adah 
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Adah he begot two Sons, Jabal and Jubal. 
By Ziliah he had one Son, called Tubal, 
and a Daughter called Naamah . Thefe 
four Children found the Beginning of all 
thfe Crafts in the World. Jabal found out 
Geometry , and he divided Flocks of Sheep : 
He firft built a Houfe of Stone and Timber. 

His Brother Jubal found the Art of 
Mujick , he was the Father of all fuch as 
handle the Harp and Organ. 

Tubal-Cain was the Inftrudtor of every 
Artificer in Brafs and Iron. And the 
Daughter found the Craft of Weaving. 

These Children knew well, that God 
would take Vengeance for Sin, either 
by Fire or Water, wherefore they wrote 
their Sciences that they had found, in two 
Pillars, that they might be found after 
Noah’s Flood. 

One of the Pillars was Marble, for that 
will not burn with any Fire, and the other 
Stone, was called Laternes, for that Will 
not drown in any Water. 

Our Intent next is to tell you truely, 
how, arid in what Manner, thefe Stones 
were found whereon thefe Sciences were 
written. 

T he great Hermes, firnamed Trifmagtjlus 
(dr three times Great) being both King, 
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Prieft and Philofopher, in Egypt he found 
one of them, and lived in the Year of the 
World 2076, in the Reign of N intis ; and 
fome think him to be Grandfon to Cufh, 
which was Grandfon to Noah. He was 
the firft that began to leave off AJirology , 
to admire the other Wonders of Nature. 
He prov’d there was but one God, Creator 
of all Things. He divided the Day into 
twelve Hours. He is alfo thought to be 
the firft who divided the Zodiac k, into 
twelve Signs. He was Counfellor to Ofyris 
King of Egypt, and is faid to have invented 
ordinary Writing, and Hieroglyphicks, the 
firft Laws of the Egyptians , and diverfe other 
Sciences, and taught them unto other Men. 
Anno Mundi 1810. 

And at the Building of Babylon, Ma- 
sonry was much made of, and the King 
of Babylon, the m igh ty Nimrod, was a Mason 
himfelf, as is reported by antient Hiftories ; 
and when the City of Nineveh, and other 
Cities of the Eajl, were to be built, Nimrod 
the King of Babylon, fent thither Masons 
at the requeft of the King of Nineveh , 
his Coufin; and when he fent them forth, 
he gave them a Charge in this Manner. 

That they fhould be true to one another, 
and love trueiy together, and that they 

ftiould 
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fhould ferve the Lord truely for their Pay, 
fo that their Mafter might have Honour, 
and all that belong unto him ; and feveral 
other Charges he gave them ; and this was 
the firft Time that ever any Mason had 
any Charge of his Craft. 

Moreover, when Abraham and Sarah 
his Wife went into Egypt, and there taught 
the feven Sciences to the Egyptians , he had 
a worthy Scholar whofe Name was Hermes 
{Anno Mundi 2084) and he learned right 
well, and became a great Mafter of the 
feven Sciences. And in his Days it befel, 
that the Lords and Eftates of the Realm, 
had fo many Sons, and they had no com- 
petent Lively hood to find their Children. 

Wherefore they took Councill together 
with the King of the Land, how they might 
find their Children honeftly, as Gentlemen, 
but could find no Manner of good Way, 
and then did they proclaim through all the 
Land, that if there were any Man that 
could inform them, that he fhould be well 
rewarded for his Travel, and that he fhould 
hold him well pleafed. 

After this Cry was made, then came 
this worthy Clerk Hermes , and faid to the 
King, and to the Lords. 

If ye will give me your Children to 

govern, 
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govern, I will teach them one of the feven 
Sciences, whereby they may live honeftly, 
as Gentlemen lhould, under Condition that 
ye will grant them, and that I may have 
Power to rule them, after the Manner that 
Science ought to be ruled. And then the 
King and the Councill granted anon, and 
fealed his Commiflion. And then this 
worthy Clerk Hermes took to him thefe 
Lords Sons, and taught them the Science 
of Geometry in Pradlick, for to work in 
Stone, all Manner of worthy Work, that 
belongeth to Building of Churches, Temples, 
Towers, Callles, and all other Manner of 
Buildings, and he gave them a Chargf in 
this Manner. 

First, That they lhould be true to the 
King, and to the Lord that they ferve, and 
to the Fellowlhip whereto they are ad- 
mitted, and that they lhould love and be 
true to one another. And that they lhould 
call each other his Fellow, or elfe Brother, 
and not his Servant, or Knave, nor no 
other foul Name. And that they lhould 
truely deferve their Pay of the Lord, or 
the Mailer of the Work that they ferve. 

That they lhould ordain the wifell of 
them to be Mailer of the Work, and neither 
for Love nor Lineage, Riches nor Favour, 

to 
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to fett another that hath but little Cunning 
to be Mailer of the Lord’s Work, whereby 
the Lord Ihould be evil ferved, and they 
alhamed. And alfo that they Ihould call 
the Governour of the Work Master, in 
the Time that they work with him. 

And many other Charges he gave them, 
that are too long to tell, and to all thefe 
Charges he made them fwear a great Oath, 
that Men ufed at that Time. 

And he ordained for them a reafonable 
Pay whereby they might live honeltly. 
And alfo that they Ihould come and af- 
femble together every Year once, to con- 
fult how they might work bell to ferve 
the Lord for his Profit, and to their own 
Credit, and to correal within themfelves, 
him that hath trefpafled againll the Craft. 

And thus was the Craft grounded 
there, and that worthy Clerk Hermes gave 
it the Name of Geometry , and now its 
called through all the Land Masonry. 

Anno Mundt 2474, 2 Samuel \th, 6 th. 

Sithence long Time after when the 
Children of Ifrael were come into the Land 
of the JebuJites, which is now called Jeru- 
falem , King David began the Temple that 
is called Templum Domini, with us, the 
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Temple of Jerufalem, or, the Temple of 
the Lord. 

The fame King David loved Mafons , 
and cherifhed them, and gave them good 
Pay; and he gave them the Charges in 
manner as they were given in Egypt by 
Hermes , and other Charges more, as you 
lhall hear afterwards. 

After the Deceafe of King David, i Kings 
7 chap. 13 verfe, 

SOLOMON fent to Hiram , King of 
Tyre, for one who was a cunning Work- 
man (called Hiram Abif) the Son of a 
Woman of the Line of Naphtali, and of 
Urias the Ifraelite, &c. 

SOLOMON to HIRAM the King. 

Know thou, that my Father having a 
Will to build a Temple to God, hath been 
withdrawn from the Performance thereof 
by the continual Wars and Troubles he 
hath had, for he never took Reft before he 
either defeated his Enemies, or made them 
Tributaries unto him. For mine own 
Part, I thank God for the Peace which I 
poflefs, and for that by the means thereof, 

I have Opportunity (according to mine 
own Defire) to build a Temple unto God. 
For he it is that foretold my Father, that 

s his 
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his Houfe fhould be builded during my 
Reign. For which Caufe I pray you fend 
me one of your fkilfulleft Men with my 
Servants to the Wood Libanus, to hew 
down Trees in that Place, for the Mace- 
donians are more fkillfull in hewing and 
preparing Timber, than our People are, 
and I will pay the Cleavers of Wood ac- 
cording to your Direction. 

HIRAM to King SOLOMON . 

Thou haft Caufe to thank God, in that 
he has delivered thy Father’s Kingdom 
into thy Hands. To thee, I fay, who art 
a Man, wife, and full of Virtue. For 
which Caufe fince no News can come 
unto me more gracious, nor Office of Love 
more efteemed than this, I will accomplifh 
all that thou requefteft ; for after I have 
caufed a great Quantity of Cedar and Cy- 
prus Wood to be cut down, I will fend it 
to thee by Sea, by my Servants, whom I 
will command (and furnifh with convenient 
Veffels of Burthen) to the End they may 
deliver the fame in what Place of thy 
Kingdom it fhall beft pleafe thee, that 
afterwards thy Subjects may tranfport them 
to Jerufalem. You fhall provide to furnifh 

us 
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us with Corn, whereof we Hand in Need, 
becaufe we inhabit an Ifland. 

SOLOMON, King David's Son, to finifli 
the Temple that his Father had begun, 
fent for Mafons into diverfe Countries, and 
gathered them together; fo that he had 
Fourfcore thoufand Workmen, that were 
Workers of Stone, and were all named 
Mafons ; and he chofe three Thoufand of 
them to be Majlers and Governours of his 
Work. 

And Hiram King of Tyre, fent his Ser- 
vants unto Solomon, for he was ever a Lover 
of King David ; and he fent Solomon Timber 
and Workmen to help forward the Build- 
ing of the Temple. And he fent one that 
was named Hiram Abif{\ Kings 7. 14.) a 
Widow’s Son of the Tribe of Naphtali . 
He was a Master of Geometry and was 
Master of all his Mafons, Carvers, In- 
gravers and Workmen, and C afters of Brafs, 
and all other Mettalls that were ufed about 
the Temple. 

King Solomon confirmed both the Charges 
and Manners that his Father had given to 
Masons, thus was the worthy Craft of 
Masonry confirmed in Jerufalem, and 
many other Kingdoms, and he finilhed the 
Temple Anno Mundi 3000. 

Curious 
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Curious Craftftnen walked about full 
wide, in diverfe Countries, fome to learn 
more Craft and Cunning, others to teach 
them that had but little Cunning. 

ANNO Mundi 3431, at the Deftru&ion 
of the firft Temple by Nebuchadnezzar, 
after it had flood four hundred and thirty 
Years. 

The fecond Temple began in the Reign 
of Cyrus , feventy Years after the Deflruc- 
tion; it being hindered, it was forty fix 
Years in Building, and was finifhed in the 
Reign of Darius, Anno Mundi 3522. 

In the Reign of Ptolomy and Cleopatra , 
Anno Mundi 3813, Onias built a Jewifh 
Temple in Egypt, in the Place called Bu- 
bajlijs, and called it after his own Name. 

The Tower of Straton , (alias Cafaria , 
Anno Mundi 3842), built by Herod in 
Palejline, and many other curious Works 
of Marble, as the Temple of Ceefar Agrippa, 
to his Memory, in the Country called Ze- 
nodoras, near to a Place called Panion. 

ANNO Mundi 3946, he alfo pulled 
down the fecond Temple, that was finifhed 
in the Reign of Darius, and appointed one 
thoufand Carriages to draw Stone to the 
Place, and chofe out ten thoufand cunning 
and expert Workmen to hew and mould 
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Stone, and one thoufand he chofe out and 
cloathed, and made them Majiers and Rulers 
of the Work, and built a new Temple, 
Anno Mundi 3947, on the Foundation 
which Solomon had laid, not inferior to the 
firft, and was finilhed nine Years before the 
Birth of our Saviour, Anno Mundi 3956. 

After the Birth of our Saviour, Aur- 
wriagus being King of Britain , Claudius 
the Emperor came over with an Army, 
and fearing to be overthrown, made a 
League with him, and gave him his 
Daughter in Marriage, and that he (hould 
hold his Kingdom of Romans , and fo the 
Emperor returned, in the Year forty-three, 
after the Birth of Chrift; Mafons came 
into England, and built a good Monaftery 
near unto Glajfenbury , with many Caftles 
and Towers. 

This fumptuous Art of Geometry, it 
being profeft by Emperors, Kings, Popes, 
Cardinals, and Princes innumerable, who 
have all of them left us the permanent 
Monuments of it in their feverall Places of 
their Dominions. 

ANNO Chrijli 117. Nor will this I 
prefume be denied, when well confidered, 
that renowned Example the Trajan Co- 
lumn, it being one of the moll fuperb 
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Remainders of the Roman Magnificence, 
to be now feen (landing, and which has 
more immortalized the Emperor Trajan, 
than all the Pens of Hiflorians. It was 
eredted to him by the Senate and People 
of Rome, in Memory of thofe great Ser- 
vices he had rendered the Country, and to 
the End the Memory of it might remain 
to all fucceeding Ages, and continue fo 
long as the Empire itfelf. 

ANNO Chrifti 300. In St. Alban's 
Time, the King of England, that was a 
Pagan, did wall the Town about, and that 
was called Verulam. And St. Alban was a 
worthy Knight, and Steward of the King’s 
Houfhold, and had the Government of the 
Realm, and alfo of making the Town Walls. 
He loved Mafons well, and cherifhed them 
much, and he made their Pay right good 
Standing as the Realm did ; for he gave 
them two Shillings a Week, and three 
Pence to their Chear ; for before that 
Time, through all the Land, a Mafon had 
but a Penny a Day, and his Meat, until 
St. Alban amended it. 

And he gave them a Charter of the King 
and Councill, for to hold a general Coun- 
cill, and gave it the Name of an Aflembly, 
and was thereat himfelf, and helped to 

make 
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make Mafons, and gave them Charges , as 
ye {hall hear afterwards. 

It happened prefently after the Martyr- 
dom of St. Alban (who is truely termed 
England's Proto- Martyr) that a certain 
King invaded the Land, and deftroyed 
moft of the Natives by Fire and Sword ; 
that the Science of Masonry was much 
decayed, untill the Reign of Ethelbert ( An- 
no Dom. 6 1 6.) King of Kent, Gregory the 
firft, firnamed Magnus, fent into the Ifle 
of Britain, a Monk, with other learned 
Men, to preach the Chriftian Faith, for this 
Nation as yet had not fully received it 
This faid Ethelbert built a Church in Can- 
terbury, and dedicated it to St. Peter and 
St. Paul, and as is fuppofed, to have built, 
or reftored the Church of St. Paul's in 
London. He alfo built the Church of St. 
Andrew's in Rochejler. 

SIBERT, King of the Eajl-Saxons, by 
perfuafion of Ethelbert, King of Kent, 
having received the Chriftian Faith, built 
the Monaftery at Wejlminjler, Anno Dom. 
630. to the Honour of God and St. Peter. 

SIGEBERT, King of the Eajl~ Angles, 
began to eredt the Univerfity of Cambridge, 
Anno Dom. 915. 

ATHELSTON began his Reign. He 

was 
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was a Man beloved of all Men. He had 
great Devotion towards the Churches, as 
appeared in the Building, adorning, and en- 
dowing of Monafteries. He built one at 
Wilton , in the Diocefs of Salijbury , and 
another at Michelney , in Somerjetjhire ; 
befides thefe, there were few famous 
Monafteries in this Realme, but that he 
adorned the fame, either with fome new 
Piece of Building, Jewells, Books, or Por- 
tions of Lands. He greatly enriched the 
Church of York. 

EDWIN, Brother to King Atheljlon, 
loved Mafons much more than his Brother 
did, and was a great Practitioner of Geometry, 
and he drew him much to commune, and 
talk with Mafons, to learn of them the Craft ; 
and afterwards, for the Love he had to Ma- 
fons, and to the Craft, he was made a Mafon ; 
and he got of the King his Brother, a Charter 
{Anno Domini 932,) of Commiflion, to hold 
every Year an Aflembly where they would, 
within the Realm once a year, and to cor- 
rect within themfelves, Faults and Tref- 
pafles that were done within the Craft. 
And he held an Aflembly at York, and there 
he made Mafons, and gave them Charges, 
and taught them the Manners, and com- 
manded that Rule to be kept for ever and 
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gave them the Charter and the Commif- 
fion to keep, and made an Ordinance, 
That it fhould be renewed from King to 
King. And when the AlTembly was ga- 
thered together, he made a Cry, That all 
old Mafons and young, that had any Writing 
or Underftanding of the Charges and Man- 
ners that were made before in this Land, or 
any other, that they lhould bring and Ihew 
them. And when it was proved, there 
was found fome in French, fome in Greek , 
and fome in Englijh, and fome in other Lan- 
guages, and they were all to one Intent and 
Purpofe ; and he made a Book thereof, how 
the Craft was founded ; and he himfelf bad, 
and commanded, That it lhould be read, and 
told when any Mafon lhould be made, and 
for to give him his Charges ; and from that 
Day, untill this Time, Manners of Mafons 
have been kept in that Form, as well as Men 
might govern it. 

Furthermore, at diverfe AlTemblies, 
certain Charges have been made and or- 
dained, by the bell Advice of Mailers and 
Fellows. 

Every Man that is a Mafon, take right 
good Heed to thefe Charges ; and if any 
Man find himfelf Guilty in any of thefe 
Charges, that he ought to amend, and pray 
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to God for his Grace ; efpecially you that 
are to be charged, take good Heed that 
ye may keep thefe Charges right well, 
for it is a great Perill for a Man to forfwear 
himfelf upon a Book. 

The firft Charge is, That ye fhall be 
true Men to God and the Holy Church, and 
that ye ufe no Error or Herefy by your 
Underllanding or Difcretion, but be ye wife 
difcreet Men, or Wifemen in each Thing. 

Also that ye fhould be Leigemen to 
the King of England, without Treafon, or 
any other Falfehood ; and that ye know no 
Treafon or Treachery, but you amend pri- 
vily, if ye may, or elfe warn the King or his 
Council thereof. 

Also ye fhall be true one to each other, 
that is to fay, to every Mafon of the Craft 
of Mafonry, that be Mafons, allowed ye 
(hall do unto them, as ye would they fhould 
do unto you. 

Also that ye fhall keep all the Councills 
of your Fellows truely, be it Lodge or 
in Chamber, and all other Councills that 
ought to be kept by Way of Brotherhood. 

Also that no Mafon fhall be a Thief, or 
conceal any fuch unjuft Adtion, fo far as 
he may will or know. 

Also that ye fhall be true each unto 

other. 
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other, and to the Lord or Matter that ye 
ferve, and truely to fee unto his Profitt and 
his Advantage. 

Also ye fhall call Mafons your Fellows 
or Brothers, and none other foul Name. 

Also ye (hall not take your Brother or 
Fellow’s Wife in Villany, nor defire un- 
godly his Daughter, or his Servant, nor put 
him to no Difworfhip. 

Also ye fhall pay truely for your Meat 
and Drink, where ye go to Board. 

Also ye fhall do no Villany, whereby the 
Craft may be flandered. 

These be the true Charges in generall, 
that belong to every free Mafon to keep, 
both Matters and Fellows. 

Rehearse I will other Charges in lingu- 
lar, for Matters and Fellows. 

First, That no Matter or Fellow fhall 
take upon him any Lord’s Work, nor any 
other Man’s Work, unlefs he know himfelf 
able and fufficient of Cunning to perform 
the fame, fo that the Craft have no Slander 
nor Difworfhip thereby, but that the Lord 
may be well and truely ferved. 

Also that no Matter take no Work, but 
that he take it reafonable, fo that the Lord 
may be well ferved with his own Good, and 
the Matter to live honeftly, and to pay his 
Fellows. Also 
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Also that no Mafter or Fellow {hall not 
fupplant any other of their Work, that is to 
fay, if he have taken a Work in Hand, or 
elfe Hand Mafter of the Lord’s Work, he 
{hall not put him out, except he be unable 
of cunning to end the Work. 

Also that no Mafter or Fellow take no 
Prentice but for the Terme of feven Years, 
and that the Prentice be able of Birth, that 
is to fay, free-born, and whole of Limbs, as 
a Man ought to be. 

Also that no Mafter nor Fellows take no 
Allowance to be made Mafons without the 
A flent and Council of his Fellows, and that 
he take him for no lefs Terme than five or 
feven Years, and that he that is to be made 
a Mafon be able in all manner of Degrees ; 
that is to fay, free-born, come of good Kin- 
dred; true and no Bond-man; And alfo, 
that he have his right Limbs as a Man 
ought to have. 

Also that no Mafon take any Prentice, 
unlefs he have fufficient Occupation to fet 
him on, or to fet three of his Fellows, or 
two of them at the leaft, on Work. 

Also, that no Mafter or Fellows {hall 
take no Man’s Work to talk that was wont 
to go to Journey. 

Also that every Mafter {hall pay to his 
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Fellow but as they deferve, fo that he be 
not deceived by falfe Workmen. 

Also that no Mafon flander another be- 
hind his Back, to make him lofe his good 
Name or his worldly Goods. 

Also that no Fellow within the Lodge, 
or without, mifanfwer another ungodly, or 
reproachfully, without a reafonable Caufe. 

Also that every Mafon fhall reverence 
his Elder and put him to worfhip. 

Also that no Mafon fhall be a common 
Player at Hazard or at Dice, or at any 
other unlawfull Plays, whereby the Craft 
may be flandered. 

Also that no Mafon fhall ufe no Letch- 
ery, nor be a Pander or Bawd, whereby the 
Craft might be flandered. 

Also that no Fellow go into the Town 
in the Night-time, except he have a Fellow 
with him that may bear him witnefs that 
he was in honeft Company. 

Also that every Mafter and Fellow fhall 
come to the Affembly, if he be within fifty 
Miles about, if he have any Warning ; and 
if he has trefpaffed againfl the Craft, then 
to abide the Award of the Mailers and 
Fellows. 

Also that every Mailer and Fellow, 
that have trefpaffed againfl the Craft, fhall 

fland 


Digitized by C.ooQle 



( 2 4 ) 

Hand to the Award of the Mailers and 
Fellows to make them accorded, if they 
can ; and if they may not accord them, 
then to go to the Common-Law. 

Also that no Mailer or Fellow make or 
Mould, nor Square, nor Rule to no Leyer 
nor fet no Leyer within the Lodge, .nor 
without, to hew nor mould Stones. 

Also that every Mafon receive and 
cheriih ilrange Fellows when they come 
over the Countries, and fet them to work, 
if they will, as the manner is ; That is to 
fay, if they have mould Stones in his 
Place, or elfe he ihall refreih him with 
Money unto the next Lodge. 

Also that every Mafon ihall truely 
ferve the Lord for his Fay, and every 
Mailer truely to make an End of his Work, 
be it Talk or Journey, if he have his De- 
mand, and all that he ought to have. 

Thefe Charges that we have now re- 
hearfd unto you, and all other that 
belong to Mafons, ye ihall keep ; 
fo help you God and your Halli- 
dom. 


AMEN. 
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To the Right Honourable 


GEORGE Lord St. GEORGE, 
Baron of HATLEY St. GEORGE, 

One of His Majesty’s Moft Honourable 

PRIVY-COUNCIL 

For the KINGDOM of 

IRELAND, 

Vice-Admiral of the Province of Connaught, 
Cuftos Rotulorum of the Counties of Gal- 
way, Rofcommon and Leitrim, and Go- 
vernor of the City of Galway. 

My Lord, 

T is a great Satisfaction to 
me to have the Honour of 
laying thefe Conjiitutions 
at your Lordfhip’s Feet, 
and every Brother will re- 
ceive, and regard them 
with the greater Pleafure, in knowing it 
had your Lordfhip’s Perufal and Approba- 
tion. 

u Thefe 
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Thefe Conjlitutions, my Lord, were firft 
compil’d from the ancient Records of Free- 
Mafons, and adapted to the Ufe of the 
Lodges in Great -Britain, by the learned 
James Anderjon, A.M. when his Grace the 
Duke of Montague was Grand-Majier, and 
dedicated to his Grace; and the Charges 
and Regulations have ever fince been care- 
fully obferv’d and kept up by the worthy 
Brethren of that Kingdom, under their 
feveral Honourable and Right Worfhipful 
Grand Majlers. 

And the tender Regard your Lordfhip 
has always exprefs’d, and fhew’d to this 
ancient Society , and the Honour you have 
been willing at any time to do them, made 
me the more ambitious to prefix your Lord- 
fhip’s Name to thefe Conjlitutions: And 
fhould I (as is common in Dedications) 
make mention but in part, of your Lord- 
fhip’s excellent Qualifications, Virtues or 
Graces, I fhould offend your Lordfhip’s 
Modefty, and in the Effay betray my own 
Weaknefs and Imperfection. 

The Lodges , like Flowers opening at 
Sun-rife, began to roufe up their drooping 
Heads at the very Name of your Lordfhip’s 

Appearanc 
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Appearance amongft them, not only in 
Hopes, but in full Aifurance, that the an- 
cient and Right Worfhipful Fraternity will 
be fix’d upon as good a Baflis, and fiourifh 
in this Kingdom as well as ever it did in 
any Kingdom of the World fince the 
Building of Solomon's Temple. 

And I am perfuaded, my Lord, that the 
Brethren in general will, in Imitation of 
your Lordfhip, quit themfelves like Men, 
walk by the Line, ftand by the Plumb, live 
upon the Square, and level their Friend- 
fhip to the End of Time : And that while 
here they build to themfelves , and dwell in 
Earthly 'Tabernacles, they will make fure of 
an everlafling Habitation not made with 
Hands. Which is the Defire of. 

My Lord, 

Tour Lordjhip's 
Mojl Humble and 

Mojl Obedient Servant 
And Faithful "Brother. 
John Pennell. 
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THE 


CONSTITUTION 

OF THE 

Right Worftiipful Fraternity of 

Accepted Free Masons. 

TO BE READ 

At the Admiffion of a New Brother , or 
when the Mafier or Wardens (hall think 
proper. 


I. ‘The Hijiory of Mafonry. 

D A M, our firlt Parent, 
created after the Image of 
God, the great ArchiteB 
of the XJniverfe , muft have 
had the Liberal Sciences, 
particularly Geometry, writ- 
ten on his Heart ; for even fince the Fall, 
we find the Principles of it in the Hearts 
of his Offspring. 

No doubt Adam taught his Sons Geome- 
try ; for we find, that Cain built a City, 

and 
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and call’d it Enoch , after the Name of his 
eldeft Son. Seth was the prime Cultivator 
of AJironomy ; and Arts began to be im- 
prov’d as Men multiply’d on the Earth, as 
working in Metal by Tubal Cain , Mufick 
by Jubal ', Paftorage and Tent-making by 
Jabal , and at this Time they had the mighty 
Advantage of Adam's living among them. 

The Godly Enoch, (who prophefy’d of 
the general Deftrudtion of the World, for 
the Punifhment of the Wicked) eredted two 
large Pillars, (tho’ fome afcribe them to 
Seth) the one of Stone and the other of 
Brick, whereon were engraven the Liberal 
Sciences, &c. The Stone Pillar remain’d 
in Syria until the Days of Vefpajian the 
Emperor. 

Noah the ninth from Seth, commanded 
and directed of God, with his three Sons 
Shem, Ham and yaphet, built an Ark 
(which, tho’ of Wood, was a wonderful 
Piece of Geometrical Mafonry,) whereby 
they faved themfelves and their Wives 
from the Flood. And about 101 Years 
after the Deluge their growing Pofterity 
began to build the City and large Tower 
of Babel, in the Vale of Shinar, in order to 
make to themfelves a NAME, where after 
having fpent 53 Years in that prodigious 

Work, 
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Work, their Language was confounded, 
and they difpers’d themfelves into diftant 
Parts of the World, 

After the Difperfion, Nimrod, the Foun- 
der of the AJfyrian Monarchy, built many 
fplendid Cities, at Ereck, Accad, and Calneh , 
in Shinar ; from whence afterwards he went 
into AJfyria , and built Nineveh, Rohoboth, 
Calah, and Rhefin. 

Nimrod, (which lignifies a Rebel ) was 
the Name given him by Mofes, and the 
Holy Family ; but among his Friends in 
Chaldea his proper Name was Belus, which 
lignifies Lord, and afterwards was worlhipp’d 
as a God by many Nations, under the Name 
of Bel, or Baal, and became the Bacchus 
of the Ancients, or Bar Chus, the Son of 
Chus. 

Upon the Lygris and Euphrates, flourilh’d 
many Learned Priejls and Mathematicians , 
known by the Name of Chaldees and Magi, 
who preserv’d the good Science Geometry, 
and Kings, and Great Men encourag’d the 
Royal Art. But it is not expedient to fpeak 
more plain of the Premifles, except in a 
form'd Lodge. 

From hence, the Science and Art were 
both tranfmitted to latter Ages and diftant 
Climes, and Mafons had the ancient and 

univerfal 
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univerfal Practice of converting without 
fpeaking, and knowing each other at a 
Diftance. 

Mizraim the fecond Son of Ham, brought 
the Royal Art of Mafonry into Egypt, about 
fix Years after the Confufion at Babel, and 
1 60 after the Flood ; where the River Nile 
overflowing its Banks, foon caus’d an Im- 
provement in Geometry. The ancient noble 
Cities, magnificent Edifices, and particu- 
larly the famous Pyramids, demonftrate the 
early Tafte and Genius of that ancient 
Kingdom. 

One of thofe Pyramids is reckon’d the 
firft of the feven Wonders of the World, 
the Marble Stones brought a vaft Way from 
the Quarries of Arabia, were moft of them 
30 Foot long; and its Foundation cover’d 
the Ground of 700 Foot on each Side, or 
2800 in Compafs, and 481 in perpendicular 
Height. And in perfecting it, 360000 Men 
were employ’d every Day for 20 Years, by 
fome ancient Egyptian King, long before 
the Ifraelites were a People, for the Honour 
of his Empire, and at laft to become his 
Tomb. 

The facred Records inform us, that the 
eleven great Sons of Canaan (the youngeft 
Son of Ham) foon fortified themfelves in 

ftrong 
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drong Holds, and (lately wall’d Cities, and 
eredted mod beautiful Temples, for when 
the Ifraelites, under the great JoJhua , in- 
vaded their Country, they found it fo re- 
gularly fenc’d, that without the immediate 
Intervention of God in behalf of his peculiar 
People, the Canaanites were impregnable 
and invincible. 

And furely the fair and gallant Pofterity 
of Japhet , (the eldell Son of Noah) fuch as 
travell’d into the Ides of the Gentiles, mud 
have been equally (kill’d in Geometry and 
Mafonry ; for when a Correfpondence with 
them was open’d in after Ages, we find 
they were mod curious Architects. 

The Poderity of Shem( that Holy Branch, 
of whom, as concerning the Flelh, Chriji 
came) was not unlkilful in the Learned 
Arts. This feledt Family, long ufed Mili- 
tary Architecture , while they were Sojour- 
ners among Strangers ; and when in Egypt, An 
they wrought in Brick and Stone ; and their 24.27. 
Slavery there may be look’d upon as the l J™ Ch 
Divine Providence of God, in order to 
make them good Mafons before they poflefs’d 
the Promifed Land. 

And while they were marching thro’ An. aw . 
Arabia to Canaan, under Mofes, God was ***£' 
pleafed to infpire Bezaleel and Aholiab with Ante ch - 
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Wifdom to ere6l that moft glorious Tent or 
Tabernacle , wherein the She china relided 
(which afterwards prov’d the Model of 
Solomon's Temple) according to the Pattern 
that God fhewed Mofes in the Mount, who 
therefore became the general Majler-Mafon, 
being well (kill’d in all the Egyptian Learn- 
ing, and divinely infpir’d with more fublime 
Knowledge in Mafonry ; And the Ifraelites 
were well inftrudted under the Condudt 
of their Grand Mafter Mofes , who often 
marftiall’d them into a regular and general 
Lodge while in the Wildernefs ; and* gave 
them wife Charges, Orders, &c. had they 
been well obferv’d. But no more of the 
Premifes muft be mention’d. 

When the Ifraelites were poflefled of 
Canaan , by the fpecial Direction of Heaven, 
they vaftly improv’d their Mafonry: For 
the fined: Sacred Building of the Canaanites 
was the Temple of Dagon in Gaza of the 
Phili/lines, which was very magnificent, and 
capacious enough to receive 5000 People 
under its Roof, that was artfully fupported 
by two main Columns, by which Sampfon 
pull’d it down on the Lords of the Philif 
tines: Which Temple was a wonderful 
Difcovery of their mighty Skill in true 
Mafonry, as muft be own’d. 

But 
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But Dagon's Temple, and the fineft 
Structures of Tyre and Sidon, could not be 
compar’d with the Eternal GOD's Temple 
at Jerufalem , begun and finilh’d, to the 
Amazement of all the World, in the ftiort 
Space of feven Years and fix Months, by 
that wifeft and moft glorious King of Ifrael, 
S OLOMON, the Prince of Peace and Archi- 
tecture, the Son of David, who was refiifed 
that Honour for being a Man of Blood. 
This Temple was built without the Noife 
of Workmen’s Tools, tho’ there were em- 
ploy’d about it no lefs than 3600 Mafler- 
Mafons, to conduCt the Work according to 
Solomon's Directions, with 80000 Fellow- 
Crafts, or Hewers of Stone, in the Moun- 
tain, and 70000 Labourers, befides the Levy 
under Adoniram, 30000 to work in the 
Mountains of Lebanon , by Turns, with the 
Sidonians, being in all 183600; for which 
great Number of ingenious Mafons, Solomon 
was much obliged to Hiram, or Huram, 
King of Tyre, who fent his Mafons and 
Carpenters to Jerufalem, and the Firs and 
Cedars of Lebanon to Joppa , the next Sea- 
Port. 

But above all, he fent his Namefake 
HIRAM or HURAM, the moft accom- 
plifh’d Mafon upon Earth, who was the 

chief 
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chief Majler-Mafon of his Father. He was 
a Widow’s Son of the Tribe of* Napthali , 
and his Mother was a Woman of the 
Daughters off- Dan ; that is to be under- 
ftood, by her Father (he was of the Tribe 
of Napthali, and by her Mother of the 
T ribe of Dan : So that Hiram by his 
Father was a Tyrian , and by his Mother 
an Ifraelite , which was a wonderful Type 
of the Gentiles being afterwards the Propa- 
gators of the Gofpel, or chief Builders of the 
Church of Chriji. More might be faid to 
a Brother, which muft not be committed 
to Writing, and for Reafons not here to be 
mention’d. 

This Temple was inclofed with a Wall 
7700 Foot in Compafs, exactly proportion’d, 
and of beautiful Dimenfions. The magni- 
ficent Porch was on the Raft, the Glorious 
and Reverend SanElum SanElorum on the 
Weft , with mod lovely and convenient 
Apartments for Kings and Princes, Priefts 
and Levites, Ifraelites and Gentiles , and able 
(in its Courts and Apartments together) to 
hold 300000 People, by a modeft Calcu- 
lation, allowing a fquare Cubit to each 
Perfon. 

There was in this Glorious Temple 1453 
Columns of Parian Marble, and 2906 Pil- 

lafters, 
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lafters, both having glorious Capitals of 
feveral Orders, and about 2246 Windows, 
befides thofe in the Pavement, with un- 
fpeakable and coftly Decorations, which 
amounted to a Sum almoft incredible : And 
we muft conclude its Profpedt to tranfcend 
our Imagination, and that it was juftly 
efteem’d by far the fineft Piece of Mafonry 
upon the Earth, before or fince ; the fecond 
but chief Wonder of the World ; and was 
dedicated, or confecrated, in the moft folemn 
Manner by King Solomon. 

But leaving what muft not be communi- 
cated by Writing, we may affirm, that the 
Royal Art was never perfected, until God 
condefcended to inftrudt his peculiar People 
in rearing the above-mentioned ftatelyTent, 
and in building this glorious Houfe, fit for 
the fpecial Refulgence of his Glory, where 
he dwelt between the Cherubims on the 
Mercy-Seat, and from thence gave frequent 
Oraculous Refponfes. 

This moft fumptuous, fplendid, beautiful 
and glorious Edifice foon drew the Eyes of 
the inquifitive Artifts of all Nations to view 
its peculiar Excellencies ; by which, as by 
the moft perfect Pattern, they corrected the 
Architecture of their own Country, and 
Mafonry was foon improv’d in all the neigh- 
bouring 
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bouring Nations; at which Time the wife 
King Solomon was Grand Majler of the 
Lodge at JeruJalem , the learned King Hiram 
was Grand-Majler of the Lodge at Tyre , and 
the infpir’d HIRAM ABIF was Matter of 
the Work. The Noble and the Wife thought 
it their Honour to be afiifting to the in- 
genious Matters and Craftfmen. The Tem- 
ple of the True GOD w as the Wonder of 
the World, and Mafonry was under the im- 
mediate Care and Direction of Heaven. 

When this Temple was finiih’d, the in- 
genious Artifts difperfed themfelves into 
fundry Parts of the World, where they 
taught this Liberal Art to the free-born 
Sons of eminent Perfons, by whofe Dexte- 
rity, Kings, Princes and Potentates built 
many glorious Piles, and became Grand- 
Majler each in his own Territory: But none 
of the Nations, nor all together, could rival 
the Ifraelites ; their Temple remain’d the 
conftant Pattern of all True Mafonry. 

The Temple of Diana at Ephefus (fup- 
pofed to have been firft built by fome of 
Japhet’s Pofterity) was often demolifli’d 
and rebuilt again for the Improvement of 
Mafonry, and became the third of the feven 
Wonders. The Kings of Letter Afa joyn’d 
for 220 Years in finilhing it, with 107 
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Columns of the fineft Marble, with exqui- 
fite Sculpture, each at the Expence of a 
King, by the Mafter-Mafons Drejiphon and 
Arc hip hr on, to fupport the plank’d Ceiling 
and Roof of pure Cedar, and the Doors and 
Linings were of Cyprefs. It was in Length 
425 Foot, and in Breadth 220; Nay, fo ad- 
mirable a Fabrick, that Xerxes left it {land- 
ing when he burnt all the other Temples in 
his Way to Greece ; tho’ at laft it was fet 
on Fire, and burnt down by Erojlratus , a 
vile Fellow, only for the Luft of being 
talk’d of, on the very Night that Alexander 
the Great was born. 

The Grand Monarch, Nebuchadnezzar, 
could never carry up his Mafonry to the 
beautiful Strength and Magnificence of the 
Temple- Work which he, in warlike Rage, 
burnt down, after it had remained in Splen- 
dor 436 Years; for after his Wars were 
over, he fet his Heart on Architecture, and 
having before led Captive the ingenious 
Artifts, of Judea, and other conquer’d Na- 
tions, he raifed indeed the largeft Work 
upon Earth, even the Walls and City, the 
Palaces and hanging Gardens, the Bridge 
and Temple of Babylon, (the fourth Won- 
der of the World) but vaftly inferior to 
the fublime perfection of Mafonry in the 

Holy, 
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Holy, Charming, and Lovely Temple of 
GOD. 

The City of Babylon was built on a Square 
of 1 5 Miles each Side, being 60 Miles in 
Compafs; the Walls were 87 Foot thick, 
and 350 in Height, built of large Bricks, 
cemented with the hard Bitumen of the 
Vale of Shinar; with 100 Gates of Brafs, or 
25 on each Side, and 250 Towers, each 10 
Foot higher than the Walls. 

From the faid 25 Gates in each Side 
went 25 Streets in a ftrait Line, in all 50 
Streets, each 15 Miles long, and 1 50 Foot 
broad, with four Half-flreets next the Walls, 
each 200 Foot broad; and fo the whole City 
was divided into 676 Squares, each being 
two Miles and a Quarter in Compafs, round 
which were built Houfes three or four Sto- 
ries high, well adorn’d, and accommodated 
with Yards, Gardens, &c. and a Branch of 
the Euphrates ran thro’ the middle of it, 
from North to South , over which, in the Heart 
of the City, was built a ftately Bridge, (in 
Length 660 Foot, and 30 Foot broad) by 
wonderful Art, for fupplying the Want of 
a Foundation in the River. At the two 
Ends of this Bridge were two magnificent 
Palaces; at the Eajl End was the old Palace, 
the Seat of the ancient Kings, upon the 

Ground 
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Ground of four Squares; and at the Weft 
End the new Palace, built by Nebuchad- 
nezzar , upon the Ground of nine Squares, 
with hanging Gardens (fo much celebrated 
by the Greeks) where the loftieft T rees could 
grow as in the Fields, eredted in a Square 
of 400 Foot on each Side, carry’d up by 
Terraces, and fuftain’d by vaft Arches built 
upon Arches, until the higheft Terrace 
equalled the Height of the City Walls, with 
a curious Aquedudt to water the whole Gar- 
dens. Old -Babel improved, ftood on the 
Eaji Side of the River, and the new Town 
on the Weft. The River was begirt with 
Banks of Brick, as thick as the City Walls, 
in length 20 Miles, viz. 1 5 within the City, 
and two and an half above and below it, 
to keep the Water within the Channel; 
and each Street that crofs’d the River had a 
Gate of Brafs, leading down to the Water 
on both Banks ; and Weft of the City was 
a prodigious Lake, in Compafs 160 Miles, 
with a Cannal from the River into it, to 
prevent Inundations. 

In the old Town was the old Tower of 
Babel , at the Foundation a Square of half 
a Mile in Compafs, confifting of eight 
fquare Towers built over Sach other, with 
Stairs on the Out-fide round it, going up 

y to 
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to the ObJ'ervatory on the Top, 600 Foot 
high, (which is 19 Foot higher than the 
highell Pyramid ) whereby they became the 
firft AJironomers ; and in the Rooms of the 
Grand Tower, with arched Roofs, fupported 
with Pillars 75 Foot high, the idolatrous 
Worlhip of their God Be/us was perform’d, 
till now, that this mighty Mafon and Mon- 
arch, eredted round this ancient Pile a 
Temple of two Furlongs on every Side, or 
a Mile in Compafs, wherein he lodg’d the 
facred Trophies of Solomon's Temple, and 
the Golden Image, 90 Foot high, that he 
had confecrated in the Plains of Dura, as 
were formerly in the Tower lodg’d many 
other Golden Images, and many precious 
Things, which were afterwards all feiz’d 
by Xerxes, and amounted to above 2 1 Mil- 
lions Sterling. 

But as the captive Jews were of fpecial 
Ufe to Nebuchadnezzar in his glorious Build- 
ings, fo being thus kept at work, they re- 
tain’d their great Skill in Mafonry , and con- 
tinued very capable of Rebuilding the Holy 
Temple and City of Salem upon its old Foun- 
dations, which was order’d by the Decree 
of the Grand Cyrus, and would foon have 
been finifh’d had Cyrus liv’d : But at length 
they put on the Cape-Stone in the fixth Year 

of 
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of Darius the Perjian Monarch, and it was 
dedicated with great Joy and Sacrifices, by 
Zerubbabel , the Prince and General Majter- An. Mund. 
Mafon of the Jews, about twenty Years ^ 9 ‘ 
after the Decree of the Grand Cyrus. And Ante ch. 
tho’ this 'Temple of Zerubbabel came far 
fhort of Solomon’s Temple, was not fo richly 
adorn’d with Gold and Diamonds, and all 
manner of precious Stones, nor had the, 
Shechina, nor holy Relicks of Mofes in it, 
yet it was ftill the moft regular, fymmetri- 
cal and glorious Edifice in the World, as 
the Enemies of the Jews have often teftified 
and acknowledg’d. 

At length the Royal Art was carry’d into 
Greece , where many curious Buildings were 
eredted, as the Citadel of Athens, with the 
Parthenion, or Temple of Minerva ; alfo the 
Temples of Thefeus, of Jupiter Olympius , 

&c. their Portico’s and Forums, their Thea- 
tres and Gymnajiums , their publick Halls, 
curious Bridges, regular Fortifications, ftout 
Ships of War and ftately Palaces, but were 
all eredted after the Temple of Solomon, and 
moft of them even after the Temple of 
Zerubbabel. 

The Grecians arriv’d to no confiderable 
Knowledge in Geometry, before the Great 
Thales Milejius, the Philofopher, who dy’d 

in 
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in the Reign of Beljhazzar, and the Time 
of the Jewi/h Captivity. But his Scholar, 
Pythagoras , prov’d the Author of the 47th 
Prop fit ion of Euclid's firft Book, which if 
duly obferv’d, is the Foundation of all Ma- 
fonry , facred, civil, naval and military. 

The People of LeJferAJia about this Time 
gave large Encouragement to Mafons for 
eredting all Sorts of fumptuous Buildings, 
one of which mu ft not be forgot, being 
ufually reckon’d the fifth Wonder of the 
World, viz. the Maufoleum, or Tomb of 
Maufolus King of Caria , built on the Side 
of Mount Taurus , at the Command of Ar- 
temijia his mournful Widow, as the fplendid 
Teftimony of her Love to him : Built of 
the moft curious Marble, in Circuit 41 1 
Foot, and 25 Cubits high, furrounded with 
26 Columns of the moft famous Sculpture , 
and the whole open on all Sides, with Arches 
73 Foot wide, perform’d by the four prin- 
cipal Majler-Mafons and Engravers of thofe 
Times, viz. the Eajl Side by Scop as, the 
WeJl by Leochares the North by Briax, and 
the South by Timotheus. 

But after Pythagoras , Geometry became 
the darling Study of Greece ; and the won- 
derful EUCLID of Tyre t who flourifh’d 
at Alexandria ; gather’d up the fcatter’d 
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Elements of Geometry , and digefted them 
into a Method, that was never yet mended ; 
under the Patronage of Ptolemeus , the Son 
of Lagus King of Egypt, one of the imme- 
diate Succeflors of Alexander the Great: 
Thus the noble Science came to be more 
methodically taught, and the Royal Art 
more generally efteem’d. 

The next King of Egypt, Ptolemeus Phi- 
ladelphus, that great Improver of the Liberal 
Arts, who gather’d the greateft Library upon 
Earth, and had the Old Pejl ament firft 
tranflated into Greek, (viz. the Pentateuch ) 
became an excellent Architect, and General 
Majler-Mafon ; who, among his other great 
Buildings, erected the famous Tower of 
Pharos, (the fixth Wonder of the World,) 
on an Ifland near Alexandria, at one of the 
Mouths of the Nile, of wonderful Height, 
and moft curious Workmanfhip, all of the 
fineft Marble, which coft about 480000 
Crowns. 

Herod, that crafty Fox, having built 
many ftrong Forts and Cities, curious Pa- 
laces, and a Theatre and Amphitheatre, in 
Honour of Augujlus and Agrippa, and to 
gain Favour with the Romans, from whofe 
Power he held his Kingdom, very much 
incenfed his whole Nation againft him, and 
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drew on himfelf the Hatred of the Jews of 
all Parts ; but to ingratiate himfelf into their 
Favour, and to eredt a Monument of laft- 
ing Honour to his own Name, form’d a 
Defign to new build the Temple at Jeru- 
falem ; for the Temple built by Zerubbabel , 
after the Return of the Jews from the Ba- 
bylonijh Captivity, was much fhort of that 
of Solomon's in Height and Magnificence, 
and being five Hundred Years {landing, 
feveral decays had happen’d thro’ Length 
of Time, and Violence of the Enemies : 
But the Jews being ftartled at his Propofal, 
and not willing he {hould pull down the 
old Temple, fearing he {hould not be able 
to build a new one; Herod hereupon fet 
himfelf to make all manner of Preparations 
for it, employing therein aThoufand Wag- 
gons, for the Carrying of the Stones and 
Timber, and ten thoufand Artificers to fit 
all Things for the Building, and a thoufand 
Priejls, fkilful in all Parts of Architecture, 
to fupervife and diredt them in the Work, 
and in two Years Time he got all Things 
ready for the Building, and then, and not 
An. Mund. before, did he pull down the old Temple to 
39*7 the very Foundations, and began to eredt 
AnteCh. the new One, in the twentieth Year of his 
Reign, feventeen Years before the Birth of 

Chrifl ; 
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Chrift ; which was juft forty-fix Years be- 
fore the firft Pajfover of Chrijt's perfonal 
Miniftry, at which Time the Jews told 
him, * Forty and Jix Tears this Temple was * Jo/m, 2 
in Building. For although in nine Years I0 ' 
and a Half it was made fit for Divine Ser- 
vice, yet a great Number of Artificers and 
Labourers were ftill continued at work, for 
the carrying on of the Out-building, all 
the Time of our Saviour's being here on 
Earth, and for fome Years after, till the jofip Ant. 
coming of Gejfius F/orus to be Governor of L ' IoCI ' -5 ' 
Judea , when eighteen thoufand of them 
were difcharg’d at one Time. 

Nor fhould we forget the Learned Ifland 
of Sicily, where flourifh’d the famous Geo - An. Mum/, 
metrician, Archimedes, who was unhappily l 7 ^ 2 ’ 
flain when Syracufe was taken by Marcellus, An> ‘ a ‘- 
the Roman General. For from Sicily, as well 
as from Greece, Egypt and AJia, the ancient 
Romans learnt both the Science and Art; 
for as the Romans fubdu’d the Nations they 
made mighty Difcoveries, and led Captive 
the moft eminent Profelfors and Practi- 
tioners. Thus Rome became the Center of 
Learning and Imperial Power, until they 
advanc’d to their Zenith of Glory, under An. Mund. 
Augujlus Ccefar (in whofe Reign GOD'S 4 °°4~ 
MESSIAH, the Great Architedl of the 
Church, 
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Church, was born) who having laid the 
World quiet, by an univerfal Peace, highly 
encourag’d the Royal Art , and patroniz’d 
the Great VITRUVIUS, the Father of all 
true Architects to this Day. Thus the Glo- 
rious Augujlus became the Grand-Majler of 
the Lodge at Rome, and raif’d many magni- 
ficent Buildings, the Remains of which are 
the Pattern and Standard of true Mafonry 
in all future Times ; which we exprefs by 
the Name of the Augujlan Stile, and which 
we are now endeavouring to imitate, but 
have not yet arriv’d to its Perfection. 

The old Records of Mafons afford us 
large Hints of their Lodges from the Begin- 
ning of the World, in the Polite Nations, 
efpecially in Times of Peace, and when the 
civil Powers, abhoring Tyranny and Sla- 
very, gave due Scope to the Bright and Free 
Genius of their happy Subjects, for then 
always Mafons, above all other Artijls , were 
the Favourites of the moft Eminent, and be- 
came neceffary for their Grand Underta- 
kings in any Sort of Materials, and for all 
the various Sorts of Architecture. 

Nor fhould it be forgot, that Painters 
alfo, and Statuaries, were always reckon’d 
good Mafons, as well as Builders , Stone- 
Cutters, Bricklayers, Carpenters, Joiners, 
Upholders, 
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Upholders, or Tent-Makers, and many others 
who perform according to Geometry , and 
the Rules of Building ; but none fince HI- 
RAM has been fo renown’d for Cunning in 
all Parts of Mafonry. But of this enough. 

It was not without good Reafon, that 
the Ancients thought the Rules of beautiful 
Proportions in Building were copied from 
the Proportions of the Body natural : Hence 
Phidias is reckon’d in the Number of an- 
cient Mafons, for erecting the Statue of the 
Goddefs Nemejis at Rhamnus, io Cubits 
high; and that of Minerva at Athens, zb 
Cubits high ; and that of Jupiter Olympius, 
fitting in his Temple in Achaia, between the 
City of Elis and Pifa, made of innumerable 
fmall Pieces of Porphyry, fo exceeding 
grand and proportion’d, that it was rec- 
kon’d one of the Wonders of the World : 
But the famous Colojfus at Rhodes, was the 
greateft Statue that ever was eredted, made 
of Metal, and dedicated to the Sun ; it was 
70 Cubits high, like a great Tower at a 
Diftance, at the Entry of an Harbour, fin- 
ding wide enough for the greateft Ships 
under fail, built in 12 Years by Cares, a 
famous Mafon and Statuary of Sicyon, and 
' Scholar to the great Lyfippus of the fame 
Fraternity. This mighty Colojfus, after 
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ftanding 56 Years, fell by an Earthquake, 
and lay in Ruins, the Wonder of the World, 
until Anno Dom. 600, when the Soldan of 
Egypt carried off its Relicks, which loaded 
900 Camels. 

While the Roman Empire continued in 
its Glory, the Royal Art was carefully pro- 
pagated even to the ULTIMA THULE , 
and a Lodge erected in almoil every Roman 
Garrifon; whereby they generoufly com- 
municated their ART to the Northern and 
Wejlern Parts of Europe , which had grown 
barbarous before the Roman Conqueft, there 
being but a few Remains of good Mafonry 
before that Period. 

But when the Goths and Vandals , that 
had never been conquered by the Romans , 
like a Deluge over-ran the Roman Empire 
with war like Rage and grofs Ignorance, 
they utterly deftroy’d many of the fineft 
Edifices, and defac’d others, very few ef- 
caping. The AJiatic and African Nations 
fell under the fame Calamity by the Con- 
quefts of the Mahometans , whofe grand 
Defign is only to convert the World by 
Fire and Sword, inilead of cultivating the 
Arts and Sciences. 

Thus upon the Declenfion of the Roman 
Empire, when the Britifh Garrifons were 
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drain’d, the Angles and other lower Saxons , 
invited by the ancient Britons to come over 
and help them againll the Scots and PiCts, 
who being a-kin to the Goths, or rather a 
Sort of Vandals , of the fame warlike Dif- 
pofition, and ignorant Heathens , encourag’d 
nothing but War, till they became Chrif- 
tians ; and then too late lamented the Igno- 
rance of their Fathers, in the great Lofs of 
Roman Mafonry. 

But becoming a free People (as the old 
Saxon Laws tellifie) and having a Difpofi- 
tion for Mafonry , they foon began to imi- 
tate the Afatics , Grecians and Romans, in 
eredting of Lodges, and encouraging of Ma- 
jors ; being taught from the valuable Re- 
mains of the ancient Britons, and by foreign 
Princes, in whofe Dominions the Royal 
Art had been preferv’d, particularly by 
Charles Martell, King of France, who, ac- 
cording to the old Records of Majors, fent 
over feveral expert Craftsmen and learned 
Architects into England, at the Defire of 
the Saxon Kings ; fo that during the Hep- 
tarchy, the Got hick Architecture was as much 
encourag’d here as in any other Chrijlian 
Countries. 

And tho’ the Invafions of the Danes oc- 
cafion’d the Lofs of many Records, yet 

many 


Anno Dom. 
741. he 
died . 


Digitized by 



Anno Dom. 
832. 


Anno Dom. 
1066. 


Anno Dom . 
1085. 


About Anno 
Dom . 1362. 


About Anno 
Dom. 1475. 


( 28 ) 

many venerable Gothick Buildings were 
eredted. And after the Saxons and Danes 
were conquer’d by the Normans, Gothick 
Mafonry was mightily encourag’d, even by 
William the Conqueror, who built the 
‘ Tower of London , and many ftrong Caftles 
in the Kingdom, and Religious Edifices. 
And his Son, William Rufus , built Wejlmin- 
fer-Hall, fuppofed to be the largeft one 
Room upon Earth. 

Nor did the Barons Wars, nor the many 
bloody Wars of the fubfequent Norman 
Kings and their contending Branches, 
much hinder the moft fumptuous and lofty 
Buildings of thofe Times, raifed by the 
great Clergy, and thofe who enjoy’d great 
Revenues, and even by the Crown too ; for 
we read King Edward III. had an Officer 
called the King’s Free-Mafon, or General 
Surveyor of his Buildings, whofe name was 
Henry level, employ’d by that King to build 
feveral Abbeys, and St. Stephen's Chappel 
at Wejlminjler, where the Houfe of Com- 
mons now fit in Parliament. 

And for the further Inftrudtion of Can- 
didates and younger Brethren, a certain Re- 
cord of Free-Mafons, written in the Reign 
of King Edward IV. of the Norman Line, 
gives the following Account, viz. 

That 
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That King Athelftan ( Grandfon of King 
Alfred, the Great , a mighty Architect) the 
firft anointed King of England, who tranflated 
the Holy Bible into the Saxon Tongue , when 
he had brought the Land to Ref and Peace , 
built many great Works, and encourag'd many 
Mafons from France, who brought with them 
the Charges and Regulations of Lodges , pre- 
ferv'd fnce the Roman Time, who alfo pre- 
vailed with the King to improve the Confti- 
tution of the Englifh Lodges , and to encreafe 
the Wages of working Mafons. 

That the faid King's youngef Son , Prince 
Edwin, being taught Mafonry, and taking 
upon him the Charges of a Mafter-Mafon, 
for the Love he had to the faid Craft , and the 
honourable Principles whereon it is grounded, 
purchafed a free Charter of King Athelftan, 
his Father, for Mafons to have a power to 
regulate themfelves , to amend what might hap- 
pen amifs, and to hold a yearly Communication 
and General Ajfembly. 

That accordingly Prince Edwin fummond 
all the Mafons in the Realm to meet at York, 
who came and compofed a General Lodge, of 
which he was Grand-Mafter; and having 
brought with them all the Writings and Re- 
cords that could be found, in Greek, Latin, 
French, and other Languages, from the Con- 
tents 
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tents thereof that Aflembly fram'd the Con- 
ftitution and Charges of an Englifh Lodge , 
made a Law to preferve and obferve the fame 
in all Time to come , and ordain'd good Pay for 
working Mafons. 

That in procefs of Time, when Lodges were 
more frequent, the Right Worjhipful the Mafter 
and Fellows, with Confent of the Lords of the 
Realm (for mojl of the great Men were then 
Mafons) ordain'd, that for the future, at the 
Making or AdmiJJion of a Brother, the Con- 
ftitution and Charges hereunto annex'd Jhould 
be read by the Mafter or Wardens ; and that 
fuch as were to be admitted, Jhould be exam- 
in'd whether they be able and Jkilful to ferve 
their refpeblive Lords, as well the Highef as 
the Loweft, to the Honour of their Art, and 
Profit of their Lords ; for they be their Lords 
that employ and pay them for their Service. 

And befides many other Things, the faid 
Records add. That thofe Charges and Laws 
o/'Free Mafons, have been feen and perufed 
by our late Sovereign Lord, King Henry VI. 
and by the Lords of his Honourable Council, 
who allow'd them, and faid they be right good, 
and reafonable to be holden, as they have been 


drawn out and collebled from the Records oj 
ancient Times. 


Now, tho’ in the third Year of the faid 
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King Henry VI. while an Infant of about 
four Years old, the Parliament made an . 
ACT, entituled, Mafons Jhall not confede- 
rate themfelves in Chapters and Congrega- 
tions (Tertio Henrici Sexto, Chap. i. Anno 
Dorn. 1425.) this Aft only affefted working 
Mafons , who, contrary to the Statute for 
Labourers, had confederated not to work 
but at their own Price and Wages : And 
becaufe fuch Agreements, were fuppofed 
to be made at the General Lodges , it was 
then thought expedient to level the faid 
Aft againft the faid Congregations. Y et, 
when the faid King Henry arrived to Man’s 
Eftate, the Free Mafons laid before him and 
his Lords the above-mentioned Records and 
Charges, who review’d them, and folemnly 
approved of them as good, and reafonable 
to be holden ; and Mafons were encouraged 
all his Reign. Nay, the King and his Lords 
mult have been incorporated with the Free 
Mafons before they could make fuch Review 
of the Records. 

Nor is there any Inllance of executing 
that Aft in his, or in any other Reign fince ; 
and Mafons never neglefted their Lodges for 
it, nor ever thought it worth their while to 
employ their Noble and Eminent Brethren 
to have it repeal’d ; becaufe the working 
Mafons 
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Mafons, that are free of the Lodge , fcorn 
to be guilty of fuch Combinations, and the 
other Free Mafons have no Concern in Tref- 
pafles againft the Statute for Labourers. 

This Adt was made in ignorant Times, 
when true Learning was a Crime , and Geo- 
metry condemn’d for Conjuration ; but it 
cannot derogate from the Honour of the 
ancient Fraternity , who never encourag’d 
any fuch Confederacy of their working 
Brethren. But by ’Tradition it is believ’d, 
that the Parliament -Men were then too 
much influenc’d by the illiterate Clergy , 
who were not accepted Mafons, nor under- 
ftood ArchiteSlure , and generally thought 
unworthy of this Brotherhood ; yet thinking 
they had an indefeafible Right to know all 
Secrets, by vertue of auricular Confejfon, 
and the Mafons never confefiing any Thing 
thereof, the faid Clergy were highly offended, 
and at firft fufpedting them of Wickednefs, 
reprefented them as dangerous to the State 
during that Minority, and foon influenc’d 
the Parliament-Men to lay hold of fuch fup- 
pofed Agreements of the working Mafons , 
for making an Adt that might feem to re- 
fledt Difhonour upon even the whole wor- 
fhipful Fraternity, in whofe Favour feveral 
Adts had been both before and after that 
Period made. The 
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The Opinion of the great Judge Coke 
upon the Statute againft Mafons , (Coke’j 
Injiitutes , Part 3. Fol. 99.) is. 

That all the Statutes concerning Labourers , 
before this ACT , and where unto this ACT 
doth refer, are repeat d by the Statute of 5 
Eliz. Cap. 4. whereby the Caufe and End of 
the making this ACT is taken away, and con - 
fequently this ACT is become of no Force or 
EffeCl ; for, ceflante ratione Legis, ceflat 
ipfa Lex : And the IndiBment of Felony upon 
the Statute mujt contain. That thofe Chapters 
and Congregations were to the violating and 
breaking of the good Courfe and EjfeCt of the 
Statute of Labourers ; which now cannot be 
fo alledg'd, becaufe thefe Statutes be repealed. 
Therefore this would be put out of the Charge 
of fuflices of Peace, written by Mr. Lambert, 
Page 227. 

This confirms the Tradition of old Ma- 
fons, that this moft learned Judge belong’d 
to the ancient Lodge, and was a faitlful 
Brother. 

The Kings of Scotland very much en- 
courag’d the Royal Art, from the earlieft of 
Times down to the Union of the Crowns, 
where Lodges were kept up, without Inter- 
ruption, many hundred Years, who always 
gave pregnant Evidence of their Love and 
a a Loyalty : 
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Loyalty : From whence came the old Toaft 
among the Scots Mafons , God blefs the King 
and the Craft. 

The Nobility, Gentry and Clergy of Scot- 
land, joyn’d in every thing for the good of 
the Craft and Brotherhood, the Kings being 
often the Grand Mafters, until the Mafons 
of Scotland were impower’d to have a cer- 
tain and fix’d Grand Mafler, and Grand War- 
dens, who had a Salary from the Crown, 
and an Acknowledgment from every new 
Brother at his Entrance; whofe Bufinefs 
was to regulate what might happen amifs, 
and to hear and determine all Controver- 
fies : And this Privilege remain’d until the 
Civil Wars, 1640. Yet the Great Care 
that the Scots took of true Mafonry proved 
afterwards very ufeful to England. 

But the learned and magnanimous Queen 
Elizabeth, who encourag’d other Arts, dis- 
courag’d this, becaufe, being a Woman (he 
could not be made a Mafon, and beginning 
her Reign in a troublefome Time, was jea- 
lous of any Afiemblies of her Subjects, whofe 
Bufinefs fhe was not duly appriz’d of ; fhe 
therefore attempted to break up the annual 
Communication of Free Mafons, as dan- 
gerous to her Government. But when the 
noble Perfons her Majefy had commifiion’d 
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arrived at York, and on St. “John's Day were 
admitted into the Lodge, they made no Ufe 
of Arms, but return’d the Queen a moil 
honourable Account of the ancient Frater- 
nity, whereby her Doubts were difpell’d, 
and the let them alone as a People much 
refpedted by the noble and wife of all polite 
Nations. 

Upon her Demife King James the VI. 
of Scotland, and I. of England, (being a 
Mafon King) reviv’d the Englijh Lodges ; 
and as he was the firft King of Great- 
Britain, he was alfo the firft Prince in the 
World that recover’d the Roman Architec- 
ture from the Ruins of Gothick Ignorance : 
And in the fifteenth and fixteenth Centu- 
ries, the Augujlan Stile was raif’d from its 
Rubbith in Italy by Bramante, Barbaro , 
Sanjovino, Sangallo, Michael Angelo, Ra- 
phael Urbin, Julio Romano, Serglio, Labaco, 
Scamozi, Vignola, and many other bright 
Architects ; but above all by the Great 
Palladio, tho’ rival’d in England by our 
great Majler-Mafon INIGO JONES , who 
was patroniz’d by King James I. and em- 
ploy’d to build his Royal Palace of White- 
Hall, and in his Reign the Banqueting- 
Houfe, as the firft Piece of it was only 
raif’d, which is the fineft one Room upon 

Earth ; 
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Earth ; and the ingenious Mr. Nicholas 
Stone, perform’d as Majler-Mafon , under 
the Architect Inigo ’Jones. 

Upon his Demife, his Son King Charles 
I. patroniz’d the faid Mr. Jones, and firmly 
intended to have carried on his Royal Fa- 
ther’s Defign of White-Hall ; but was un- 
happily diverted by the civil Wars. But 
all Mr. Jones's Defigns and Erections dis- 
cover him to be a curious Architect, as 
appears by the many curious Fabricks he 
raif’d. The leaft, and perhaps one of the 
fineft is the famous Gate of the Phyfick 
Garden at Oxford, which coft the Earl of 
Danby feveral hundred Pounds, and is as 
curious a little Piece of Mafonry, as ever 
was built there before or fince. 

When the civil War was over, and the 
Royal Family reftor’d, true Mafonry was 
likewife reftor’d; efpecially upon the un- 
happy Occafion of the Burning of London, 
Anno 1666. for then the City Houfes were 
rebuilt more after the Roman Stile, when 
King Charles II. founded the prefent St. 
Paul s Cathedral in London , (the old Got hick 
Fabrick being burnt down) much after the 
Stile of St. Peter's at Rome, conduced by 
the ingenious ArchiteSl, Sir Chrifopher 
Wren. That King founded alfo his Royal 
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Palace at Greenwich , according to Mr. 
Inigo Jones's Delign (which he drew before 
he dy’d) conducted by his Son-in-Law Mr. 
Web. It is now an Hofpital for Seamen. 
He founded alfo Chelfea-College, an Hofpital 
for Soldiers : And at Edenburgh he both 
founded and finish'd his Royal Palace of 
Holy-Rood- Houfe, by the Defign and Con- 
dud: of Sir William Bruce, Baronet, Mailer 
of the Royal Works in Scotland. 

In his Reign the City of London , ereded 
the famous Monument where the Fire began, 
all of folid Stone, 202 Foot high from the 
Ground, a Pillar of the Dorick Order, 1 5 
Foot Diameter, with a curious Stair-Cafe in 
the Middle of black Marble, and an Iron 
Balcony on the Top (like thofe of Trajan 
and Antoninus at Rome) from whence the 
City and Suburbs may be view’d ; and it is 
the highelt Column we know upon Earth. 
Its Pedejlal is 21 Foot fquare, and 40 high, 
the Front of which is adorn’d with moll 
ingenious Emblems in Bajfo Relievo, wrought 
by that famous Sculptor , Mr. Gabriel Cibber , 
founded Anno 1671, and finilh’d 1677. 

After the Revolution , King WILLIAM 
III. tho’ a warlike Prince, having a good 
Talle of ArchiteSlure , carried on the two 
famous Hofpitals of Greenwich and Chelfea, 
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built the fine Part of his Royal Palace of 
Hampton Court ; founded and finish’d his 
incomparable Palace at Loo in Holland, &cc. 
And the bright Example of that glorious 
Prince, (who by moil is reckon’d a Free- 
Mafori) did influence the Nobility and 
Gentry, the Wealthy and the Learned of 
Great -Britain, to affedt the Augujlan Stile, 
as appears by a vaft Number of curious 
Edifices, eredted fince throughout the whole 
Kingdom : And her Majefty Queen Anne , 
in the 9th Year of her Reign, concurr’d 
with the Parliament for eredting fifty new 
Churches in London, Wejlminfter, and the 
Suburbs : And his late Majefty King 
GEORGE I. carried on the fame glorious 
Defign. 

Nor mu ft we forget the famous Kingdom 
of Ireland, which, according to Cambrenfis, 
was inhabited before the Flood : But be 
that how it will, of this we are certain, that 
ireland/fry? about 300 Years after the Flood, and 146 
An^Mutd. after the Confufion at Babel, Bartholan, Son 
>95«- of Sera, of the Offspring of Japhet , came 
*Anu ch. and planted a Colony here ; and afterwards 
Nemethus, a Scythian, with his four Sons, 
came and planted Colonies in this I (land, 
but in fhort time was expell’d by the In- 
habitants aforefaid; and about 200 Years 
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after his Expulfion, the five Sons of Dela, 
from Greece , of the Pofterity of Nemethus, 
brought new Colonies into Ireland, and 
having fubdu’d it, divided the Kingdom 
amongft them. 

About 370 Years before the Birth of 
Chriji, the four Sons of Milejius the Spaniard, 
with a Fleet of 60 Sail, came to Ireland , 
fubdued the Kingdom, fettled themfelves in 
feveral Parts of it, planted Colonies, and 
eredted Lodges. 

And in fhort time after many famous 
Schools of Learning were eredted in Ireland, 
to which the Britons, Saxons and Gauls re- 
forted for Learning. See Bede’s Reel. Hijl. 

Lib. 3. 27. Alcuinus, Lib. 7. 4, &c. 

When Chrijlianity reach’d this Ifland AnnoDom. 
Mafonry began to be much in requeft ; for « 2 - 
when St. Patrick was fent to Ireland, he 
converted the Natives to the Chrijlian Faith , 
and founded the Cathedral of St. Patrick at 
Ardmagh, which was rebuilt by Patrick 
Scanlain, Archbilhop of Ardmagh, Anno 
Domini 1 262 : And the Priory of St. Dabeoc 
or Avog, in Lough Derg, was founded by 
St. Patrick and St. Dabeoc, nigh the famous 
Cave, commonly call’d St. Patrick's Pur- 
gatory. 

The ancient and principal Seat-Royal of 
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the Kingdom, for a long time, was Tarah , 
in the County of Meath, where their folemn 
Feafts and Royal Aflemblies were held at 
certain Seafons ; and there King Lcegarius 
kept his Royal Seat. A fmall Remains of 
that ancient and noble Building is to be feen 
at this Day. 

The Church of St. Mac-Nijius, in Connor, 
was founded by Engus Mac-Nijius , about 
A. D. 490. and St. Patrick's Cathedral in 
Down, was founded by St. Cailan,Anno 500. 

The Abbey of St. Coman, in Rofcommon, 
was founded by Coman ; and the Cathedral 
of St. Finian, in Clonard, was founded about 
the fame Time by St. Finian, a Man emi- 
nent for Piety and Learning. 

The prefent Church of the BlefTed Tri- 
nity, commonly called Chriji- Church, in 
Dublin, was built by Sitricus a Dane, and 
Donat us Archbifhop of Dublin, Anno 1038. 

Roderick O Connor, King of Connaught, 
was an excellent Mafon ; who, among his 
other Works, built a {lately Stone-Caftle at 
Tuam, which was called by the Irijh, Fhe 
Wonderful Cajlle. 

The Priory of St. John the Baptift, at 
Kilmainham,was founded by Richard Strong- 
bow, Earl of Pembroke ; and the Cathedral 
of St. Bar, or Finbar, was built by St. Bar 
at the fame Time. John 


Digitized by 


by Google 



( 4 < ) 

John De Courcy, Earl of Kingfail, was 
an excellent Architect, he built the prefent 
St. Patrick's Cathedral in Down , and the 
Priory of St. John the Baptift, St. Mary's 
Abbey of Innis, and the Priory of Neddrum, 
with many others. And the Priory of St. 
John the Baptift without Newgate in Dub- 
lin, was built by Alured le Palmer , a Dane, 
Anno Domini 1 1 88. 

The prefent St. Patrick's Cathedral in 
Dublin was built by John Comin , Archbifliop 
of Dublin. The Priory of St. John in 
Kilkenny, by William Marefcall, Earl of 
Pembroke. And Felix 0 Ruaden, Arch- 
biftiop of Tuam, rebuilt St. Mary's Abbey 
in Dublin, and cover’d it with Lead. It 
was firft founded by the Danes in Anno 984. 

Nor muft we forbear to mention Hugh 
de Lacy Earl of Uljler, who was likewife 
an excellent Mafon, he founded Carrick- 
fergus, built a Friery in Down : The Priory 
of St. John Baptijl in the Territory of 
Ards, the famous Caftle of Trim, and alfo 
feveral other Abbeys and Caftles ; which 
would be too tedious here to mention. 
Let the curious but examine the Hiftories 
and Antiquities of Ireland, and they will 
find it able to vie with moft Kingdoms, in 
ancient Abbeys and venerable Gothick 
b b Buildings, 
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Buildings, according to the Architecture of 
the Times wherein they were built : And 
now, in this prefent Age, there are many 
curious Buildings erected, and many now 
eredting throughout the Kingdom, after the 
manner of the Augujian Stile ; and the City 
of Dublin is fuppos’d to have as curious and 
(lately Buildings, both publick and private, 
as any one City in the World. 

As a Catalogue of thofe curious and 
ftately Buildings would be too tedious here 
to infert, fo it would be a Crime not to 
mention the two famous Majler Mafons 
and curious Architects, in whom centers all 
that was truly ingenious in Vitruvius, Pal- 
ladio, Inigo Jones, and Sir Chrijlopher Wren, 
&c. viz. Thomas Burgh, Efq ; Engineer and 
Surveyor General of His Majefty’s Fortifi- 
cations and Buildings in Ireland, and Cap- 
tain Edward Lovet Pearce, the Contriver 
and Projedtor of that ftrong, well contriv’d 
noble Pile, the Parliament- Houfe ; whofe 
firft Stone was laid at the South Side, on 
February the 3d, 1728-9, by the Lords 
Juftices, together with feveral of the No- 
bility, and Members of Parliament; at- 
tended by the Yeomen of the Guard, a 
Detachment of Dragoons, and another of 
Foot : In the Body of which Stone was 

laid 


Digitized by 


Google 



( 43 ) 

laid two Silver Medals, with the Effigies of 
their prefent Majefties KING GEORGE 
and QUEEN CAROLINE , and over the 
Medals was laid a Plate of Copper on which 
is engrav’d the following Infcription. 

SereniJJimus et PotentiJJimus Rex 
GEORGIUS Secundus 
Per Excellent. Dominum 
Johannem Dominum Carteret Baron . de 
Hawnes Locumtenentem 
Et per Excellent. Dominos 
Hugonem Archiepm. Armachan. 
T’homam Wyndam Cancell. 

Guliel. Conolly Dom. Com. Prolocut. 
JuJliciarios Generales 

Primum hujufce Domus Parliament. Lapidem 
Pofuit 

' Tertio Die Februar. Anno Dom. 

MDCCXXVIII. 

And their Excellencies the Lords Juftices, 
were pleas’d to leave on the Stone a Piyfe 
with twenty one Guineas , which the afore- 
faid Captain Pearce the Architect, diftri- 
buted among the Craftfmen , to drink to- 
wards the Healths of their Majefties, the 
Prince of Wales , and the Reft of the Royal 
Family. 

In fliort, it would require many large 

Volumes 
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Volumes to contain the many fplendid In- 
ftances of the mighty Influence of Mafonry 
from the Creation, in every Age, and in 
every Nation, as could be colledted from 
Hiftorians and Travellers ; and mull con- 
clude, that no Art was fo much encourag’d 
as this, as indeed none other is fo exten- 
lively ufeful to Mankind. 

Nay, if it were expedient, it could be 
made appear, that from this ancient Fra- 
ternity, the Societies or Orders of the War- 
like Knights , and the Religious too, in procefs 
of Time, did borrow many folemn Ufages ; 
for none of them were better inftituted, 
more decently inftall’d, or did more facredly 
obferve their Laws and Charges than the 
Accepted Mafons have done, who in all 
Ages, and in every Nation, have main- 
tained and propagated their Concernments 
in. a Way peculiar to themfelves, which the 
moll Cunning and the moll Learned cannot 
penetrate into, though it has been often 
attempted ; while they love, and know one 
another even without the Help of Speech, 
or when of different Languages. 

And now, under his prefent Majelly 
King GEORGE II. (a Mafon- King, whom 
God preferve) while Arts and Sciences flou- 
rilh, while Noblemen, Gentlemen, Clergy- 
men 
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men and learned Schollars, of moil Pro- 
feffions and Denominations, have frankly 
joyn’d to take the Charges, and to wear the 
Badges of Free and Accepted Mafons, let all 
Free Mafons fo behave themfelves, as to be 
accepted of God, the Grand ArchiteSl of the 
Univerfe, and continue to be, as they have 
ever been, the Wonder of the World : And 
let the Cement of the Brotherhood be fo. well 
preferv’d, that the whole Body may remain 
as a well-built Arch. 

AMEN. 



THE 
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The CHARGES of a Free Mafon, 
extracted from their ancient Re- 
cords, the Ufe of the LODGES 
m Great Britain and Ireland. 

TO BE READ 

At the making of a New Brother, or 
when the Mafter jhall order it. 

‘ The GENERAL HEADS. 

I. 

F God and Religion. 

II. Of the Civil Magif- 
trate , fupreme and fub- 
ordinate. 

III. Of Lodges. 

IV. Of Majlers, Wardens, 
Fellows, and Apprentices. 

V. Of the Management of the Craft in 
working. VI. 
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VI. Of Behaviour , viz. 

1. In the Lodge while conjiituted. 

2. After the Lodge is over and the 

Brethren not gone. 

3. When Brethren meet without 

Strangers , but not in a form’d 

Lodge. 

4. In Prefence of Strangers not Ma- 

fons. 

5. At Home, and in the Neighbour - 

hood. 

6 . Towards a Jirange Brother. 

I. Concerning GOD and Religion. 

A Mafon is oblig’d, by his Tenure, to 
obey the moral Law, and not to be a ftupid 
Atheiji, nor an irreligious Libertine ; that 
is, Mafons are to be good Men and true, or 
Men of Honour and Honefty, by whatever 
Denominations or Perfuafions they may be 
diftinguilh’d ; whereby Mafonry becomes 
the Center of Union, and the Means of 
conciliating true Friend {hip among Perfons 
that muft otherwife have remain’d at a 
perpetual Diftance. 


II. 
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II. Of the Civil Magiftrate fupreme 
and fubordinate . 

A Mafon is to be a peaceable Subject to 
the Civil Powers wherever he refides or 
works, and is never to be concern'd in 
Plots and Confpiracies againft the Peace 
and Welfare of the Nation, nor to behave 
himfelf undutifully to inferior Magiftrates. 
Ancient Kings and Princes have been much 
difpofed to encourage the Craftfmen, be- 
caufe of their Peaceablenefs and Loyalty , 
whereby they practically anfwer’d the 
Cavils of their Adverfaries, and promoted 
the Honour of the Fraternity , who ever 
flourifh’d in Times of Peace. So that if a 
Brother be a Rebel againft the State, he is 
not to be countenanced in his Rebellion, 
however he may be pitied as an unhappy 
Man ; and, if convicted of no other Crime, 
tho’ the loyal Brotherhood muft and ought 
to difown his Rebellion, and give no Um- 
brage or Ground of political Jealoufy to 
• the Government for the Time being, they 
cannot expel him from the Lodge , and his 
Relation to it remains indefeafible. 


c c 
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III. 0/ LODGES. 

A Lodge is a Place where Mafons aflemble 
and work : Hence that Aflembly, or duly 
organiz’d Society of Mafons is called a 
Lodge i and every Brother ought to belong 
to one, and to be fubjedt to its By-Laws 
and the General Regulations. It is either 
particular or general , and will be bell un- 
derftood by attending it, and by the Regu- 
lations of the General or Grand Lodge here- 
unto annex’d. In ancient Times, no Majler 
or Fellow could be abfent from it, efpecially 
when warn’d to appear at it, without in- 
curring a fevere Cenfure, until it appear’d 
to the Majler and Wardens , that pure Ne- 
ceffity hinder’d him. 

The Perfons admitted Members of a 
Lodge mull be good and true Men, free- 
born, and of mature and difcreet Age, no 
Bondmen, no Women, no immoral or fcan- 
dalous Men, but of good Report. 

IV. Of Matters, Wardens, Fellows 
and Apprentices. 

All Preferment among Mafons is grounded 
upon real Worth, and perfonal Merit only, 
that the Lords may be well ferv’d, the 

Brethren 
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Brethren not put to frame, nor the Royal 
Craft defpifed : Therefore no Majler or 
Warden is chofen by Seniority, but for his 
Merit. And no Majler frould take an 
Apprentice unlefs he has fufficient Employ- 
ment for him, and unlefs he be a perfect 
Youth, having no Maim or Defedt in his 
Body, that may render him uncapable of 
learning the Art, of ferving his Lord, of 
being made a Brother , and a Fellow-Craft , 
and in due time a Majler ; and when qua- 
lify’d, he may arrive to the Honour of being 
Warden, then Majler of a Lodge, then 
Grand Warden, and at length Grand Majler 
of all the Lodges , according to Merit. 

No Brother can be a Mafer, Warden, or 
Deacon of a Lodge , until he has pafs’d the 
part of a Fellow-Craft : And the Grand 
Mafer has Power to chufe his own Deputy, 
who muft likewife have pafs’d the Part of 
a Fellow-Craft. 

Thefe Officers are to be obey’d, in their 
refpedtive Stations, by all the Brethren, with 
all Humility, Reverence, Love and Alacrity. 


V. 
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V. Of the Management of the Craft 
in working. 

All Mafons {hall work honeftly on work- 
ing Days, that they may live creditably on 
1 Holy Days ; and the Times appointed by 
the Law of the Land, or confirm’d by Cuf- 
tom, {hall be obferv’d. 

The moft expert of the Fellow-Craftfmen 
{hall be chofen or appointed the Majler, or 
Overfeer of the Lord's Work ; who is to be 
called Majler by thofe that work under him. 
The Crajtfmen are to avoid all ill Language, 
and to call each other by no difobliging 
Name, but Brother or Fellow ; and to be- 
have themfelves courteoufly within and 
without the Lodge. 

The Majler , knowing himfelf to be able 
of Cunning, {hall undertake the Lord's 
Work as reafonably as poflible, and truly 
difpend his Goods as if they were his own ; 
nor give more Wages to any Brother or 
Apprentice than he really may deferve. 

Both the Majler and the Mafons receiv- 
ing their . Wages juftly, {hall be faithful to 
their Lord , and honeftly finifti their Work, 
whether ‘Tajk or Journey; nor put the Work 
to 'Lafk that hath been accuftom’d to 
Journey. None 
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None {hall envy the Profperity of a Bro- 
ther, nor fupplant him, or put him out of 
work, if he be capable to hnUh the fame. 

All Mafons employ’d (hall meekly receive 
their Wages, without murmuring or Mu- 
tiny, and not defert the Mafter until the 
Work is finilh’d. 

A younger Brother {hall be inftru&ed in 
working, to prevent fpoiling the Materials 
for want of Judgment, and for encreafing 
and continuing of Brotherly Love. 

All Tools ufed in working {hall be ap- 
proved of by the Grand Lodge. 

No Labourer {hall be employ’d in the 
proper Work of Mafonry ; nor {hall they 
teach Labourers and unaccepted Mafons , as 
they {hould teach a Brother. 

VI. Of BEHAVIOUR. 

i . In the LODGE while conftituted. 

You are not to hold private Committees, 
or feparate Converfation, without Leave 
from the Majler , nor to talk of any Thing 
impertinent or unfeemly, nor interrupt the 
Majler or Wardens , or any Brother fpeaking 
to the Majler : Nor behave yourfelf ludi- 
croufly or jeftingly while th t Lodge is engag’d 
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in what is ferious and folemn ; nor ufe any 
unbecoming Language upon any Pretence 
whatfoever ; but to pay due Reverence to 
your Majier , Wardens and Fellows. 

If any Complaint be brought, the Brother 
found guilty lhall Hand to the Award and 
Determination of the Lodge , but you mull 
never go to Law about what concerneth 
Mafonry , without an abfolute Neceflity ap- 
parent to the Lodge. 

2. Behaviour after the Lodge is over , and 
the Brethren not gone. 

You may enjoy yourfelves with innocent 
Mirth, treating one another according to 
Ability ; but avoiding all Excefs, or forcing 
any Brother to eat or drink beyond his In- 
clination, or hindering him from going 
when his Occafions call him, or doing, or 
faying any thing offenfive, or that may 
hinder an ealie and free Converfation ; for 
that would blaft our Harmony, and defeat 
our laudable Purpofes. Therefore no pri- 
vate Piques or Quarrels mull be brought 
within the Door of the Lodge , far lefs any 
Quarrels about Religion,orNations, or State 
Policy, we being only as Mafons, of . the 
Catholick Religion above-mentioned, we 
are alfo of all Nations, Tongues, Kindred, 

and 
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and Languages, and are refolv’d againft all 
Politicks, as what never yet conduc’d to the 
Welfare of any Lodge , nor ever will. 

3. Behaviour when the Brethren meet without 
Strangers, but not in a form’d Lodge. 

You are to falute one another in a cour- 
teous manner, as you will be inftru&ed, 
calling each other Brother , freely giving 
mutual Inftrudtion as {hall be thought ex- 
pedient, without being overfeen or over- 
heard, and without encroaching upon each 
other, or derogating from that Refpedt which 
is due to any Brother , were he not a Mafon : 
For though all Mafons are Brethren upon 
the fame Level, yet Mafonry takes no Honour 
from a Man that he had before ; nay rather 
it adds to his Honour, efpecially if he has 
deferved well of the Brotherhood, who muft 
give Honour to whom it is due, and avoid 
ill Manners. 

4. Behaviour in Prefence of Strangers not 

Mafons. 

You {hall be cautious in your Words and 
Carriage, that the moft penetrating Stranger 
{hall not be able to difcover or find out what 
is not proper to be intimated; and fome- 
times you {hall divert a Difcourfe, and 

manage 
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manage it prudently, for the Honour of 
the ’worjhipful Fraternity . 

5. Behaviour at Home, and in your Neigh- 
bourhood. 

You are to adt as becomes a moral and 
wife Man; particularly, not to let your 
Family, Friends, or Neighbours know the 
Concerns of the Lodge , &c. but wifely to con- 
fult your own Honour, and that of the an- 
cient Brotherhood, for Reafons not here to be 
mention’d. You mult alfo confult your 
Health, by not continuing together too late, 
or too long from home, after Lodge Hours 
are paft; and by avoiding Gluttony or 
Drunkennefs, that your Families be not 
negledted, or injured, nor you difabled from 
work, or other Bufinefs. You are likewife 
honeftly to pay the Debts you contract, and 
not to contract Debts, but fuch as in your 
Confcience you know your felf able and 
willing to pay, and that in a reafonable 
Time ; that the Craft be not defpif’d, nor 
the Brotherhood evil fpoken of on your 
Account. 

6. Behaviour to a Strange Brother. 

You are cautioufly to examine him, in 
fuch a Method as Prudence (hall diredt you, 

that 
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that you may not be impof’d upon by an 
ignorant falfe PRETENDER , whom you 
are to rejedt with Contempt and Derifion, 
and beware of giving him any Hints of 
Knowledge. 

But if you difcover him to be a true and 
genuine Brother, you are to refpedt him ac- 
cordingly ; and if he is in want, you muft 
relieve him if you can, or elfe diredt him 
how he may be reliev’d : You muft employ 
him fome Days, or elfe recommend him to 
be employ’d; but you are not to do beyond 
your Ability, nor prejudice your felf, only 
to prefer a poor Brother that is a good Man 
and true , before any other Perfon in the 
fame Circumftance. 

Finally, All thefe Charges you are to ob- 
ferve, and alfo thofe that ftiall be communi- 
cated to you in another way ; cultivating 
Brotherly Love, the Foundation and Cape- 
Stone, the Cement and Glory of this ancient 
Fraternity ; avoiding all Wrangling and 
Quarrelling, all Slander and Backbiting, nor 
permitting others to flander any honeft 
Brother ; but defending his Charadter, and 
doing him all good Offices, as far as is con- 
fiftent with your Honour and Safety, and no 
farther. And if any of them do you In- 
jury, you muft apply to your own Lodge ; 

d d and 
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and from thence you may appeal to the 
Grand Lodge, at the Quarterly Communication, 
and from thence to the annual Grand Lodge, 
as has been the ancient laudable Conduit 
of our Fore-fathers in every Nation ; never 
taking a legal Courfe but when the Cafe 
cannot be otherwife decided, and patiently 
liftening to the honeft and friendly Advice 
of Mafler and Fellows , when they would 
prevent your going to Law with Strangers, 
or would excite you to put a fpeedy Period 
to all Law-Suits, that fo you may mind the 
Affair of Mafonry with the more Alacrity 
and Succefs : But with refpedt to Brothers 
or Fellows at Law, the Mafler and Brethren 
fhould kindly offer their Mediation, which 
ought to be thankfully fubmitted to by the 
contending Brethren ; and if that Submif- 
fion is impracticable, they muft however 
carry on their Procefs, or Law- Suit, with- 
out Wrath and Rancor (not in the common 
way) faying or doing nothing which may 
hinder Brotherly Love, and good Offices to 
be renew’d and continu’d ; that all may fee 
the benign Influence of Mafonry , as all true 
Mafons have done from the Beginning of 
the World, and will do to the End of Time. 

AMEN. 

A Prayer 
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A Prayer to be faid at the opening 
of a Lodge , or making of a Bro- 
ther. 

TVT OST Holy and Glorious LORD GOD, 
d-VX thou Great Architect of Heaven and 
Earth , who art the Giver of all good Gifts 
and Graces ; and haf promis'd that where 
two or three are gathered together in thy 
Name, thou wilt be in the Midft of them ; in 
thy Name we ajfemble and meet together, mojl 
humbly befeeching thee to blefs us in all our 
Undertakings, to give us thy Holy Spirit, to 
enlighten our Minds with Wifdom and Under- 
Jlanding, that we may know, and ferve thee 
aright, that all our Doings may tend to thy 
Glory, and the Salvation of our Souls. 

And we befeech thee, 0 LORD GOD, to 
blefs this our prefent Undertaking, and grant 
that this, our new Brother, may dedicate his 
Life to thy Service, and be a true and faith- 
ful Brother among us, endue him with Di- 
vine Wifdom, that he may, with the Secrets 
of Mafonry, be able to unfold the Myjleries 
of Godlinefs and Chrijlianity. 

This we humbly beg in the Name and for 
the Sake of JESUS CHRIST our LORD 
and SAVIOUR. 

AMEN. General 


To be ad- 
ded when 
any Man is 
made. 
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General REGULATIONS, 

For the USE of the 

LODGES. 

I. 

IE Grand Majier , or his 
Deputy, hath Authority 
and Right to be prefent in 
any True Lodge, and to 
prefide where-ever he is, 
with the Majier of the 
Lodge on his left Hand, and to order his 
Grand Wardens to attend him, who are not 
to adt in particular Lodges, as Wardens ; be- 
caufe the Grand Majier may command the 
Wardens of that Lodge, or any other 
Brethren , to attend, and adt as his Wardens 
pro tempore . 
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II. The Majier of any particular Lodge 
has the Right and Authority of congre- 
gating the Members of his Lodge upon any 
Emergency or Occurrence, and to appoint 
the Time and Place of their forming : And 
in cafe of Sicknefs, Death, or neceflary 
Abfence of the Majier , the laft Majier of 
the Lodge then prefent fhall adt as Majier , 
pro tempore. If no Brother is prefent who 
has been Majier , the fenior Warden i hall 
adt as Majier , or in his Abfence the junior 
Warden , &c. 

III. A Book fhall be kept by every 
Lodge, containing their By-Laws , the 
Names of their Members, with a Lift of 
the Lodges in Town, and the ufual Times 
and Places of their forming ; and all their 
T ranfadtions that are proper to be written. 

IV. No Lodge fhall make more than 
Five new Brethren at one Time, nor any 
Man under the Age of twenty-one, who 
muft alfo be his own Matter, unlefs by a 
Difpenfation from the Grand Majier , or 
his Deputy. 

V. No Man can be made or admitted a 
Member of a particular Lodge , without 
previous Notice before given, in order to 
make due Enquiry into the Reputation and 
Capacity of the Candidate. 

VI. 
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VI. No Man can be enter’d a Brother , 
or made a Member of any particular Lodge , 
without the unanimous Confent of all the 
Members then prefent, their Confent being 
formally afk’d by the Majier ; and they are 
to fignify their Confent or Diffent in their 
own prudent way ; for if a fradtious Mem- 
ber Ihould be impofed on them, it might 
fpoil their Harmony, hinder their Freedom, 
or even break and difperfe the Lodge ; 
which ought to be avoided by all good and 
true Brethren. 

VII. Every new Brother, at his Making, 
is decently to cloath the Lodge, that is, all 
the Brethren prefent, and depofite fome- 
thing for the Relief of indigent and decay’d 
Brethren, as he fhall think fit to bellow, 
over and above the fmall Allowance Hated 
by the By-Laws of that particular Lodge ; 
which Charity lhall be lodg’d with the 
Majier, or Ca/hier. 

And the Candidate lhall alfo folemnly 
promife to fubmit to the Conftitution , the 
Charges and Regulations, and to fuch other 
good Ufages as lhall be intimated to him 
in Times and Place convenient. 

VIII. No Set or Number of Brethren 
lhall withdraw or feparate themfelves from 
the Lodge in which they were made 
Brethren, 
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Brethren , or admitted Members, unlefs the 
Lodge becomes too numerous, nor even 
then without a Difpenfation from the Grand 
Majler or his Deputy : And when they are 
thus feparated, they muft immediately joyn 
themfelves to other Lodges , or obtain the 
Grand Majler's Warrant to form a new 
Lodge. 

If any Set or Number of Mafons {hall 
take upon themfelves to form a Lodge with- 
out the Grand Majler' s Warrant, the Re- 
gular Lodges are not to countenance them, 
nor own them as fair Brethren , nor ap- 
prove of their Deeds ; but muft treat them 
as Rebels, until they humble themfelves, 
and obtain the Grand Majler's Warrant, 
which muft be fignified to the other Lodges, 
and this new Lodge regifter’d in the Lift of 
Lodges. 

IX. If any Brother fo far mifbehave him- 
felf as to render his Lodge uneafy, he {hall 
be twice duly admonilh’d by the Majler or 
Wardens , in a form’d Lodge ; and if he will 
not refrain his Imprudence, and obediently 
fubmit to the Advice of the Brethren, and 
reform his Offence, he {hall be dealt with 
according to the By-Laws of that particu- 
lar Lodge, or as the Quarterly Communica- 
tion {hall, in their great Prudence think fit. 

X. 
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X. The Majority of every particular 
Lodge , when congregated, (hall have the 
Privilege of giving Inftrudtions to their 
Majier and Wardens, before the Affembly 
of the Grand-Lodge , at the three Quarterly 
Communications hereafter mention’d, and of 
the annual Grand-Lodge ; becaufe their 
Majier and Wardens are their Reprefenta- 
tives, and are fuppofed to fpeak their 
Mind. 

XI. All particular Lodges are to obferve 
the fame Ufages, for cultivating a good, 
Underftanding among the Free-Mafons ; 
and fome Members out of every Lodge, 
(hall be deputed to vifit the other Lodges, as 
often as (hall be thought convenient. 

XII. The Grand Lodge confifts of, and 
is form’d by the Majier and Wardens of all 
the regular particular Lodges upon Record, 
with the Grand Majier at their Head, and 
his Deputy on his Left-hand, and the Grand 
Wardens in their proper places. And muft 
have a Quarterly Communication about Mi- 
chaelmas, Chrijlmas, and Lady-Day, in fome 
convenient place, as the Grand Majier (hall 
appoint, where no Brother (hall be prefent 
who is not at that Time a Member thereof, 
without a Difpenfation ; and while he (lays 
he (hall not vote, nor even give his Opinion 
without Leave of the Grand Lodge. All 
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All Matters are to be determin’d in the 
Grand Lodge by a Majority of Votes ; each 
Member having one Vote, and the Grand 
Majier two, unlefs the faid Lodge leave any 
particular Thing to the Determination of 
the Grand Mailer for Expedition. 

XIII. At the faid Quarterly Communica- 
tion , all Matters that concern the Frater- 
nity in general, or particular Lodges , or 
fingle Brethren, are quietly, fedately and 
maturely to be difcours’d of and tranfa&ed, 
here alfo all Differences that cannot be 
made up and accommodated privately, nor 
by a particular Lodge, are to be ferioufly 
conlidered and decided : And if any Bro- 
ther thinks himfelf aggrieved by the Deci- 
fion of this Board, he may appeal to the 
Annual Grand Lodge next enfuing, and 
leave his Appeal in Writing, with the 
Grand Majier, his Deputy, or the Grand 
Wardens. 

Here alfo the Majier or Wardens of each 
particular Lodge lhall bring, and produce, 
a Lift of fuch Members as have been ad- 
mitted in their Lodge, fince the lall Com- 
munication of the Grand Lodge: And a 
Book lhall be kept by the Grand Majier, 
or an appointed Secretary, wherein lhall be 
recorded all the Lodges, with their ufual 
e e Times 
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Times and Places of forming, and the 
Names of all the Members of each Lodge ; 
and all the Affairs of the Grand Lodge that 
are proper to be written. 

They fhall alfo confider of the moft pru- 
dent and effectual Methods of collecting 
and difpoiing what Money fhall be given 
to, or lodg’d with them in Charity , towards 
the Relief only of any true Brother, fallen 
into Poverty or Decay : But every particu- 
lar Lodge (hall difpofe of their own Charity 
for poor Brethren , according to their own 
By-Laws ; except it be agreed by all the 
Lodges to carry in the Charity collected by 
them to the Grand Lodge , at the Quarterly 
or Annual Communication , for the more 
handfome Relief of poor Brethren. 

They fhall alfo appoint a Lreafurer , a 
Brother of good worldly Subftance, who 
fhall be a Member of the Grand Lodge , 
and fhall be always prefent, and have 
Power to move to the Grand Lodge any 
thing that concerns his Office. He fhall 
keep the Money raifed for Charity, or any 
other Ufe of the Grand Lodge , and he fhall 
keep an Account of the Money receiv’d, 
and how expended or difburfl, by fuch a 
certain Order fign’d ; and the Lreafurer or 
Secretary may vote in every Thing ex- 
cept 
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cept in chufing a Grand Majier or War- 
dens. 

The Treafurer and Secretary may have a 
Clerk , who muft be a Brother and Fellow- 
Craft ; but the Clerk muft not be a Mem- 
ber of the Grand Lodge. 

The Grand-Mafer, or his Deputy, fhall 
always command the Treafurer and Secre- 
tary, with their Clerks and Books, in order 
to fee how Matters go on, and to know 
what is expedient to be done upon any 
emergent Occafion. 

Another Brother (who muft be a Fellow- 
Craft) fhould be appointed to look after 
the Door of the Grand Lodge. 

XIV. If at any Grand Lodge, occafion- 
al or ftated, Quarterly or Annual, the Grand 
Mafer and his Deputy fhould be both ab- 
fent, then the lall Grand Mafer fhall take 
the Chair, and prefide as Grand Mafer pro 
tempore ; and be inverted with all his Power 
and Honour for the Time : But if there is 
no Brother prefent that has been Grand 
Mafer, the laft Deputy Grand Mafer ; and 
if no Deputy prefent, then the prefent Maf- 
ter of a Lodge, who has been the longeft a 
Free Mafon, fhall take the Chair, &c. 

XV. In the Grand Lodge , if the Grand 
Wardens be abfent, the Grand Mafer, or 

the 
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the Perfon who prefides in his Place, fhall 
order private Wardens to a dt as Grand War- 
dens pro tempore , that fo the Grand Lodge 
may be always compleat. 

XVI. The Grand Wardens, or any others, 
are firft to advife with the Deputy about the 
Affairs of the Lodge , or of the Brethren, and 
in cafe of any Difference between the De- 
puty and Grand W ardens, or other Brethren, 
both Parties are to go by concert to the 
Grand Mafter, who can eafily decide the 
Controversy, by Virtue of his great Autho- 
rity. And . all Bufinefs that is to be laid 
before the Grand Majier muft be prepared 
regular, and laid orderly before his Worjhip. 

XVII. No Grand Majier, Deputy Grand 
Majier, Wardens, See. or whoever adts for 
them, or in their Head pro tempore , can at 
the fame Time be Majier or Wardens of a 
particular Lodge; but as foon as any of 
them has honourably difeharg’d his Grand 
Office, he returns to his Poll or Station in 
his particular Lodge, from which he was 
call’d to officiate above. 

XVIII. If the Grand Majier is uneafie 
by his Deputy or Grand Wardens, he may 
call a Grand Lodge on purpofe to lay the 
Caufe before them, and to have their Ad- 
vice ; and if they cannot reconcile the Dif- 
ference, 
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ference, they are to allow the Grand Mafier 
to difcharge his Deputy , and chufe another 
immediately ; or the faid Grand Lodge {hall 
difcharge the Wardens , and chufe others, 
that Harmony and Peace may be preferv’d. 

XIX. If the Grand Majier fhould abufe 
his Power, he {hall be treated in a Way 
and Manner to be agreed upon ; becaufe 
hitherto the Grand Mafiers have all be- 
hav’d themfelves worthy of that honourable 
Office. 

XX. The Grand Mafier , with his Deputy 
and Wardens, (hall (at leaft once) go round 
and vifit all the Lodges about the Town 
during his Mafierjhip. 

XXI. If the Grand Mafier die during his 
Mafierjhip , or by any other way Ihould be 
render’d uncapable of difcharging his Office, 
the Deputy , or in his Abfence, the Senior 
Warden, or in his Abfence the Junior, or 
in his Abfence any three prefent Mafiers 
of Lodges {hall congregate the Grand Lodge 
immediately, to advife upon that Emer- 
gency, and to fend two of their Number to 
invite the laft Grand Mafier to refume his 
Office ; and if he refufe, then the next laft, 
and fo backward : But if no former Grand 
Mafier can be found, then the Deputy {hall 
adl as Principal until another is chofen ; or 
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if there be no Deputy, then the oldeft 
Majier. 

XXII. The Brethren of all the Lodges in 
and about Dublin , (hall meet at an annual 
Communication , and Feajl, in fome conve- 
nient Place, on St. JOHN the Baptift’s 
Day. Provided 

The Majority of the Majlers and War- 
dens, with the Grand Majier, his Deputy 
and Wardens, agree at the Quarterly Com- 
munication, or fome time before St. JOHN 
the Baptift’s Day, that there {hall be a 
Feajl, and a General Communication of all 
the Brethren : But if either the Grand Maf- 
ter, or the Majority of the particular Maf- 
ters are againft it, it mull be dropt for that 
Time. 

But whether there {hall be a Feaft or 
not, for all the Brethren, yet the Grand 
Lodge muft meet in fome convenient Place, 
annually on St. JOHN'S Day ; or if it be 
Sunday, then on the next Day, in order 
every Year to chufe a new Grand Majier , 
Deputy and Wardens. 

XXIII. If it be agreed, that there {hall 
be a Grand Feaft, according to the ancient 
and laudable Cuftom of Mafons, then the 
Grand Wardens {hall have the Care of pre- 
paring the Tickets (feal’d with the Grand 

Majier' s 
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Majier' s feal) of difpofing of the Tickets, 
of receiving Money for the Tickets, of buy- 
ing Materials for the Feaft, of finding a 
proper and convenient Place to feaft in, 
and of every thing that concerns the Enter- 
tainment. 

And the Grand Majier , or Deputy, {hall 
have Power to nominate and appoint a cer- 
tain Number of Stewards, to adt in concert 
with, and aflift the Grand Wardens. All 
things relating to the Feaft (hall be decided 
by the Majority of Voices, except the Grand 
Majier, or his Deputy, interpofe by a par- 
ticular Direction or Appointment. 

XXIV. The Wardens and Stewards ftiall, 
in due time, wait upon the Grand Majier, 
or his Deputy, for Directions and Orders 
about the Premifes, or take it wholly on 
themfelves, and Account for all the Money 
they receive or expend, to the Grand Lodge , 
after Dinner, or when the Grand Lodge 
(hall think fit to receive their Accounts : 
And the Grand Majier may, if he pleafes, 
fummon all the Majier s and Wardens, to 
confult, in due time, about ordering the 
Grand Feaft, or take it on himfelf alto- 
gether. 

XXV. The Majier s of Lodges {hall ap- 
point one from every Lodge to compofe a 

Committee, 
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Committee , who (hall meet to receive, in a 
convenient Apartment, every Perfon that 
brings a Ticket ; and {hall have Power to 
difcourfe him, if they think fit, in order to 
admit or debar him, as they (hall fee Caufe. 
Provided they fend no Man away before 
they have acquainted all the Brethren with- 
in Doors with the Reafons thereof, to avoid 
Miftakes ; that no true Brother may be de- 
barr’d, nor a falfe Brother , or a Pretender, 
admitted. This Committee muft meet early 
on St. JOHN’S Day at the Place appointed, 
before any Perfons come with their Tickets. 

XXVI. The Grand Majier (hall appoint 
two or more trufty Brethren, to be Door- 
keepers, who are to be early at the Place, 
for fome good Reafons, and to be at the 
Command of the Committee. 

XXVII. The Grand Wardens, or Stew- 
ards {hall appoint beforehand fuch a Num- 
ber of Brethren to ferve at the Table, as 
they {hall think proper; and may advife 
with the Majlers and Wardens of Lodges , 
about the moft proper Perfons; for none 
are to ferve that Day but free and accepted 
Mafons, that the Communication may be free 
and harmonious. 

XXVIII. All the Members of the Grand 
Lodge muft be at the Place long before 

Dinner, 
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Dinner, with the Grand Majier , or his De- 
puty, at their Head, who {hall retire, and 
form themfelves, in order, 

1. To receive any Appeals duly lodg’d, 
that the Appellant may be heard, and the 
Affair amicably decided before Dinner, if 
polfible; but if it cannot, it muft be de- 
lay’d till after the new Grand Majier is 
eledted, or refer’d to a particular Committee , 
that (hall quietly adjuft, and make Report 
to the next Quarterly Communication , that 
Brotherly Love may be preferv’d. 

2. To prevent any Difference or Difguft 
which may be fear’d to arife that Day, 
that no Interruption may be given to the 
Harmony and Pleafure of the Grand Feaft. 

3. To confult about whatever concerns 
the Decency and Decorum of the Grand 
AJfembly , and to prevent all Indecency and 
ill Manners, the AJfembly being promif- 
cuous. 

4. To receive and confider of any good 
Motion, or important Affair, that {hall be 
brought from the particular Lodges, by 
their Reprefentatives, the Majier s and War- 
dens. 

XXIX. Thefe things being difcufs’d, all 
{hall withdraw, and leave the Majiers and 
Wardens of the particular Lodges alone, to 
f f confult 
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confult amicably about electing a new 
Grand Majler, or continue the prefent, if 
they have not done it before : And if they 
are unanimous for continuing the prefent 
Grand Majler , his Worfhip fhall be called 
in, and humbly defir’d to do the Fraternity 
the Honour of ruling them the Year en- 
fuing ; and after Dinner it will be known 
whether he accepts of it or not; for it 
Ihould not be difcover’d but by the Elec- 
tion itfelf. 

XXX. Then the Majler , Wardens , and 
Brethren , may converfe as they pleafe until 
Dinner is- coming in, when every Brother 
(hall take his Seat at the Table. 

XXXI. Some time after Dinner the 
Grand Lodge is form’d, in the Prefence of 
all the Brethren ; but thofe who are not 
Members of it mufl not fpeak until defir’d 
and allow’d. 

XXXII. If the lafl Grand Majler has 
confented, before Dinner, to continue for 
the Y ear enfuing, then one of the Grand 
Lodge, deputed for that Purpofe, fhall re- 
present to all the Brethren his Worfhip’s 
good Government, &c. and turning to him, 
fhall, in the Name of the Grand Lodge , 
humbly requeft him to do the Fraternity 
the great honour (if nobly born, if not the 

great 
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great Kindnefs) of continuing to be their 
Grand Majier for the Year enfuing. And 
his Worfhip declaring his Confent by a 
Bow or Speech, as he pleafes, the faid de- 
puted Member of the Grand Lodge (hall 
proclaim him Grand Majier, and all the 
Members of the Lodge {hall falute him in 
due Form. And all the Brethren (hall, for 
a few Minutes, have leave to declare their 
Satisfaction, Pleafure and Congratulation. 

XXXIII. But if the Majiers and War- 
dens have not, before Dinner, nor the Day 
before, defir’d the laft Grand Majier to 
continue another Year; or if he, when de- 
fir’d, has not confented, then. 

The laft Grand Majier (hall nominate 
his Succeflor, who, if unanimoufly approv’d 
of by the Grand Lodge , and there prefent, 
{hall be proclaim’d, faluted and congratu- 
lated the new Grand Majier , and immedi- 
ately inllall’d by the late Grand Majier , ac- 
cording to Ufage. 

XXXIV. But if that Nomination is not 
unanimoufly approv’d, the new Grand Maf- 
ter {hall be immediately chofen by Ballot ; 
the laft Grand Majier , and every Majier 
and Warden writing his Man’s Name ; and 
the Man whofe Name the laft Grand Maf- 
ter {hall firft take out, cafually or by 

chance, 
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chance, ihall be Grand Majier for the Year 
enfuing ; and if prefent (hall be proclaim’d, 
faluted and congratulated, as above, and 
forthwith inftall’d by the laft Grand Majier. 

XXXV. The laft Grand Majier , thus 
continued, or the new Grand Majier , thus 
inftall’d, Ihall next nominate and appoint 
his Deputy Grand Majier , either the laft, 
or a new one, who Ihall be alfo declar’d, 
faluted and congratulated. 

The Grand Majier Ihall alfo nominate 
the new Grand Wardens ; and if unani- 
moufly approv’d by the Grand Lodge, (hall 
be declar’d, faluted and congratulated ; but 
if not, they Ihall be chofen by Ballot, as 
the Grand Majier , and as the Wardens of 
private Lodges are alfo chofen when the 
Members do not agree to their Majier' s 
Nomination. 

XXXVI. But if the Brother whom the 
prefent Grand Majier (hall nominate for 
his Succeflor, or whom the Grand Lodge 
(hall chufe by Ballot , is abfent, he cannot 
be proclaim’d the new Grand Majier , un- 
lefs the old Grand Majier , or fome of the 
Grand Lodge, can vouch, upon the Honour 
of a Brother, that the faid Perfon, fo nomi- 
nated or chofen, will readily accept of the 
faid Office ; then the late Grand Mafter 

(hall 
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{hall aft as Proxy, and nominate the De- 
puty and Wardens in his Name, and in his 
Name receive the ufual Honours and Con- 
gratulation. 

XXXVII. Then the Grand Majier {hall 
allow any Brother to fpeak, or make any 
Motion for the Good of the Fraternity , di- 
recting his Difcourfe to his Worfhip, which 
{hall immediately be confider’d and finilh’d, 
or refer’d to the Confideration of the Grand 
Lodge , at their next Communication , ftated 
or occafional. When that is over, 

XXXVIII. The Grand Majier , or his 
Deputy, or fome Brother appointed by him, 
{hall harangue all the Brethren , and give 
them good Advice. And laftly, after fome 
other TranfaCtions, which muft not be 
written in any Language, the Brethren may 
go away, or ftay longer, as they pleafe. 

XXXIX. Every annual Grand Lodge has 
an inherent Power and Authority to make 
new Regulations, or to alter thefe for the 
real Benefit of this ancient Fraternity. Pro- 
vided always, that the old Land-Marks be 
carefully preferv’d, and that fuch Altera- 
tions, and new Regulations, be propofed and 
agreed to by the Majority of all the Breth- 
ren prefent. 


The 
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The Manner of ConJUtuting a New 
LODGE, according to the ancient 
Ufages 0/ MASONS. 

NEW Lodge, for avoiding many 
Irregularities, fhould be fo- 
lemnly conllituted by the 
Grand Majier, with his De- 
puty and Wardens ; or in the 
Grand Majier s Abfence, the Deputy fhall 
adt for his Worjhip , and (hall chufe fome 
Majier of a Lodge to aflift him ; or in cafe 
the Deputy is abfent, the Grand Majier 
fhall call forth fome Majier of a Lodge to 
adt as Deputy pro tempore. 

The Candidates , or the new Majier and 
Wardens, being yet among the Fellow- 
Crafts, the Grand Majier fhall afk his De- 
puty if he has examin’d them, and finds the 
Candidate Majier well {kill’d in the noble 
Science and Royal Art, and duly inftrudted 
in our Myjieries, &c. 

And the Deputy anfwering in the Affir- 
mative, he fhall (by the Grand Majier' s 
Order) take the Candidate from among his 
Fellows , and prefent him to the Grand Maf- 
ter ; faying, RiJ/it worjhipful Grand Mafter, 
the 
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the Brethren here dejire to be form'd into a 
new Lodge ; and I prefent this my worthy 
Brother to be their Mailer, whom I know to 
be of good Morals and great Skill , true and 
trufty , and a Lover of the whole Fraternity, 
wherefoever differs' d over the Face of the 
EARTH. 

Then the Grand Mafter , placing the Can- 
didate on his left Hand, having alk’d and 
obtain’d the unanimous Confent of all the 
Brethren, lhall fay, I conftitute and form 
thefe good Brethren into a new Lodge, and 
appoint you the Mailer of it ; not doubting of 
your Capacity and Care to preferve the Ce- 
ment of the Lodge, &c. with fome other 
Expreffions that are proper and ufual on 
that Occalion, but not proper to be written. 

Upon this the Deputy lhall rehearfe the 
Charges of a Mafter, and the Grand Mafter 
lhall alk the Candidate, faying, Do you fub- 
mit to thefe Charges, as Mailers have done in 
all Ages ? And the Candidate lignifying his 
cordial Submiffion thereunto, the Grand 
Mafter lhall, by certain lignificant Ceremo- 
nies and ancient Ufages, inllal him, and 
prefent him with the Conftitutions, the 
Lodge-Book, and the Inftruments of his 
Office, not all together, but one after an- 
other ; and after each of them, the Grand 

Mafter, 
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Mafier , or his Deputy , (hall rehearfe the 
fhort and pithy Charge that is fuitable to 
the Thing prefented. 

After this, the Members of this new Lodge , 
bowing all together to the Grand Majier, 
{hall return his Worjhip Thanks, and im- 
mediately do their Homage to their new 
Majier , and fignify their Promife of Sub- 
jection and Obedience to him by the ufual 
Congratulation. 

The Deputy and the Grand Wardens , 
and any other Brethren prefent, that are 
not Members of this new Lodge , fhall next 
congratulate the new Majier ; and he (hall 
return his becoming Acknowledgments to 
the Grand Majier firft, and to the reft in 
their Order. 

Then the Grand Majier defires the new 
Majier to enter immediately upon the Ex- 
ercife of his Office, in chufing his War- 
dens : And the new Majier calling forth 
two Fellow-Crafts , prefents them to the 
Grand Majier for his Approbation, and to 
the new Lodge for their Confent. And that 
being granted. 

The fenior or junior Warden, or fome 
Brother for him, fhall rehearfe the Charges 
of Wardens ; and the Candidates being fo- 
lemnly afk’d by the new Majier, fhall fig- 
nify their Submiffion thereunto. Up- 
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Upon which the new Majier , prefenting 
them with the Injiruments of their Office , 
(hall, in due Form, inftal them in their 
proper places; and the Brethren of that 
new Lodge fhall fignify their Obedience to 
the new Wardens by the ufual Congratu- 
lation. 

And this Lodge being thus compleatly 
conjiituted (hall be regifter’d in the 
Grand Majler's Book, and by his Or- 
der notify’d to the other Lodges. 



G G 
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The following was omitted to be re- 
printed on the laft page of the 1723 edition 
of the Conftitutions : — 

To fill up this Page, it is thought not amifs to infert 
here a Paragraph from an old Record of Mafons , viz. 
The Company of Mafons , being otherwife termed Free 
Masons, of auncient Staunding and good Reckonning, 
by means of affable and kind Meetings diverfe Tymes, 
and as a loving Brotherhood fhowld ufe to doe, did fre- 
quent this mutual Affemhly in the Tyme of King Henry 
V. the 1 2th Year of his moft gracious Reign. And 
the faid Record defcribing a Coat of Arms y much the 
fame with That of the London Company of Freemen 
Mafons, it is generally believ’d that the faid Company 
is defcended of the ancient Fraternity ; and that in 
former Times no Man was made Free of that Company 
until he was inftall’d in fome Lodge of Free and 
Accepted Mafons , as a neceflary Qualification. But 
that laudable Pra&ice feems to have been long in 
Difluetude. The Brethren in foreign Parts have alfo 
difcover’d that feveral noble and ancient Societies and 
Orders of Men have derived their Charges and Regu- 
lations from the Free Mafons , (which are now the moft 
ancient Order upon Earth) and perhaps were originally 
all Members too of the faid ancient and wormipful 
Fraternity . But this will more fully appear in due 
time. 

Vide page 82 of the original work, inferted at the end of 
“The Warden’s Song.” 
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INDEX TO THE OLD CONSTITUTIONS, 

1722 • 


REFACE. 

Additional orders and Conftitutions of 1663, 
1 to 7, with the O. B., 23 — 25. 

Charge belonging to apprentices, 20. 

Charges of a Freemafon, 12. 

obligation to keep the, 18. 

Charter granted by King Athelftan, 10. 

Exhortation, 12. 

General aflembly and council held yearly, 10. 

Maibnry introduced into France, 9. 

England, 9. 

Prayer (preliminary), 1. 

Seven liberal fciences, 2. 

their ufes, 3. 

Euclydes, admonitions of, 6. 

Temple at Jerusalem began, 8. 

finifhed, 8. 



INDEX 
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INDEX TO ANDERSON’S 


CONSTITUTIONS, 1723. 



: BRAM learned Geometry and the kindred arts, 
and tranfmitted them to his Tons, 12. 

^ Adam had the principles of Geometry and the 
Liberal Sciences imprelTed upon his heart, 5. 

_ taught his Tons Geometry and its ufe, 6. 

African nations conjectured to have imitated the Egyptians in 
Mafonry, 3 1. 

Aholiab with Bezaleel ereCted the Tabernacle, 13. 

Anne, Queen of England, encouraged Architecture, 55. 
Archimedes, a prodigious Geometrician in Sicily, 31. 

Ark of Noah, was fabricated by Geometry and according to 
the rules of Mafonry, 7. 

Athelftan, king of England, encouraged Mafons from France, 


4 °- 

improved the conflitutions of the Englilh lodges, 40. 

increafed the wages of the working Mafons, 40. 

granted a free Charter, for the alTembling of the Mafons, 

to his fon, Prince Edwin, about a. d. 930, 41. 

Auguflan ftyle of Architecture defined, 33. 

Auguftus, emperor of Rome, encouraged Mafonry and the 
Mafons, and particularly Vitruvius, 32. 

— became the Grand Matter of Mafons at Rome, 32. 

Baal, or Bel, was one name by which Nimrod was worlhipped. 
Note, 8. 

Babylon, city of defcribed. Note , 22, 

Bonai, or builders, at the temple, defined, Note, 1 6. 

Britons, the ancient, had a few remains of good Mafonry be- 
fore the Roman conqueft, 35. 

Buildings 
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Buildings, lift of thofe ere&ed in England fince the revival of 
Mafonry, Note , 58. 

Cain built a city, which he called, confecrated, or dedicated, 
after the name of Enoch, his fon, 6. 

Cain, pofterity of, imitated his example in the improvement of 
Geometry and Mafonry, 6. 

ere&ed many curious works, 7. 

Canaan, fons of, ere&ed many beautiful temples and maniions, 
10. 

Candidates, by Prince Edwin’s conftitutions, were to be exa- 
mined before they were admitted as Mafter-Mafons, 42. 

Captives at Babylon retained their (kill in Mafonry, by building 
the works of Nebuchadnezzar, 25. 

rebuilt the Temple of Jerusalem, a. m. 3468, 25. 

Celtic edifices were eredted by the ancient Gauls and Britons 
before the Roman conqueft, 35. 

Chaldees and Magi preferved Geometry on the Tygris and 
Euphrates, 9. 

Charles I. was an accepted Freemafon, 49. 

Charles II. founded St. Paul’s Cathedral in 1666, 50. 

founded other edifices, 51. 

Charles Martel, king of France, fent expert craftfmen and 
learned architedls to England, a. d. 741, 38. 

Civil wars, Mafonry languifhed during the, 50. 

Coke, Judge, his opinion on the adt againft Mafons, 71. 

ColoiTus of Rhodes defcribed. Note , 34. 

Confufion of languages helped to give rife to the Mafonic 
modes of recognition, 9. 

Conftitution and charges of an Englifh lodge were framed by 
the aflembly at York, from all writings and records in 
Greek, Latin, French, and other languages then extant, 41. 

and charges ordered to be read by the Mafter and 

Warden, on the admifiion of a new Brother, 42. 

Cyrus was Grand Mafter, a. m. 3468, and ordered the re- 
building of the Temple at Jerufalem, 25. 

Dagon, Temple of, defcribed, 14. 

Danes, the invafion of, occafioned the lofs of many Mafonic 
records in England, a. d. 832, 38. 

Edwin, Prince, fummoned a general afTembly of the Mafons 
at York, about 930, 41. 

obtained a free charter for them from his father King 

Athelftan, 41. Elizabeth, 
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Elizabeth, Queen, difeouraged Mafonry, becaufe, being a 
woman, (he could not be made a Mafon, 47. 

anecdote of her, Note , 48. 

Enoch erefted two pillars, which by fome, however, have 
been attributed to Seth, Note , 7. 

Entered apprentices, dire&ions to, in an old MS., Note , 43. 
Euclid gathered up the fcattered elements of Geometry, and 
digefted thefe into a method, at Alexandria, a. m. 3700, 29. 
Europe, Northern, there are few remains of good Mafonry 
there before the Roman conqueft, 35. 

Expelled Mafons, an old regulation concerning, Note , 43. 
Forty-feventh Propofition of Euclid’s firft book is the founda- 
tion of all Mafonry, 27. 

General aflembly held at York, and framed the conftitution 
and charges of the Englifh Lodges, 41. 

Geometry, brought by Noah and his fons from the Old World 
to the New, and Mafonry praftifed in the vale of Shinar, 7. 
— and Mafonry carried by the workmen thence after their 
difperfion into diftant parts, 8. 

loft in moft parts of the earth, 8. 

preferved by Nimrod in Shinar and AfTyria, 8. 

afterwards preferved on the Tygris and Eu- 
phrates by the Chaldees and Magi, 9. 

were thence tranfmitted to later ages, 9. 

were much improved in Egypt, from the overflowings 

of the Nile, 10. 

was cultivated in Greece after the time of Pythagoras, 29. 

George I. encouraged the revival of the ancient ftyle, 55. 

laid the foundation-ftone of the church of St. Martin’s 

in camptSy 55 . 

Ghiblim, the ftone-cutters at the Temple, Note , 1 6. 

Gothic ftyle was encouraged in England during the Heptarchy, 

38. 

Goths and Vandals were enemies of Mafonry, 28. 

Grand Mafter was always nobly born in Scotland, 47. 

Greece, Mafonry carried into, after the ere&ion of the Temple, 

2 6. 

not diftinguilhed for knowledge of Geometry until the 

time of Thales Milefius, a. m. 3457, 27. 

knowledge of Geometry and Mafonry in, was revived 

by its correfpondence with the Afiatics and Egyptians, 
Note , 27. Harodim, 
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Harodim, the rulers or provofts at the Temple, Note , 15. 
Henry VI. approved the Conftitutions of Prince Edwin, 42. 

aft pafled in the reign of, was made for the working 

Mafons, 44. 

aft of, was never enforced againft the Preemafons, 45. 

Hiram Abif, meaning of hjs name, Note 9 16. 

his charafter. Note , 18. 

called matter of the work, 20. 

Hiram, or Huram, king of Tyre, 16. 

was Grand Matter of the lodge at Tyre, 20. 

Ifh Chotzeb, the Hewers at the Temple, Note, 16. 

Ifh Sabbal, the Labourers at the Temple, 15. 

Ifraelites forced by the Kings of Egypt to learn Mafonry, 13. 
were a whole kingdom of Mafons when they left Egypt, 

improved Mafonry after they poflelfed Canaan, by 

fpecial direftion of Heaven, 13. 

none of the neighbouring nations could equal them in 

Mafonry, 21. 

James I. revived the Englilh Lodges, 48. 

— revived the Auguftan ftyle in England, 49. 

James II., Lodges dwindled in the reign of, 52. 

Japhet, pofterity of, were lkilled in Geometry and Mafonry, 1 1. 
Jones, Inigo, was a fuccefsful imitator of Palladio, 49. 

— his genius and works. Note , 50. 

Jupiter Olympius, ftatue of, defcribed, 34. 

Knighthood, military orders of, borrowed many of their ufages 
from Mafonry, 59. 

Lodge of Mafons in every Roman garrifon, 35. 

Lodges, their revival in London, 60. 

lift of, in London, in 1723, 91. 

Mahometans were enemies of Mafonry, 36. 

Mafonry, the old world was not ignorant of it, 7. 

was communicated to the new world by Noah and his 

fons, 7. 

was carried, after the difperfion at Babel, into diftant 

parts, 8. 

was preferved by Nimrod in Shinar and Aflyria, 8. 

was encouraged by the kings and great men there, 9. 

was brought to Egypt by Mitzraim, 160 years after the 

flood, 9. 

Mafonry 
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Mafonry was extended to Greece, 2 6. 

was extended to Lefler Alia, 28. 

was cultivated in Greece, 30. 

was cultivated in Sicily, 31. 

was tranfmitted from Sicily to Rome, 31. 

was extended to Ultima Thuje, 35. 

was encouraged by the Saxons and Normans, 39. 

was encouraged in Scotland, 46. 

was difcountenanced by Queen Elizabeth, 47. 

was encouraged by James I., 48. 

was encouraged by Charles I., 49. 

languilhed during the civil wars, 50. 

— recovered at the Reftoration, in 1666, 50. 

dwindled in the reign of James II., 52. 

had a mighty influence in every age and nation, 56. 

condition of, in England, in 1723, 60. 

Mafons were always the favourites of the eminent in times of 
peace and freedom, 33. 

Maufoleum, the, defcribed, 28. 

Menatzchim, the Overleers at the Temple, Note , 15. 
Montagu, Duke of, Grand Mailer of England, 61. 

Monument, the London, defcribed, Note, 52. 

Mofes, the General Mafter-Mafon, 1 3. 

Nebuchadnezzar fet his heart on A rchi tenure, and became the 
Grand Mafter-Mafon, a. m. 3416, 22. 

built Babylon, 23. 

Normans encouraged Mafonry, 39. 

Overfeers at the Temple, Note , 1 5. 

Oxford Theatre defcribed, 53. 

Painters always have been reckoned as good Mafons, becaufe 
they perform according to Geometry and the rules of 
building, 33. 

Palladio revived the Auguftan ftyle in Italy, 49. 

Pharos, the Tower of, defcribed, Note, 30. 

Phidias was one of the ancient Mafons, Note , 33. 

Ptolomeus Philadelphus was General Mafter-Mafon in Egypt, 
and eredled the Tower of Pharos, a. m. 3748, 30. 
Pyramids are a proof of Mafonry in Egypt, 10. 

Pythagoras was the author of the 47th propolition of Euclid’s 
ill Book, 27. 

account of, Note, 27. 


Record, 
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Record, Mafonic, in the reign of Edward IV. defcribed, 40. 

Religious orders borrowed many of their ufages from Ma- 
fonry, 59. 

Sampfon never was numbered among Mafons, becaufe he re- 
vealed his fecrets to his wife, Note, 1 4. 

Saxons, before their converiion to Chriftianity, were enemies 
of Mafonry, 37. 

afterwards eredted Lodges, and encouraged Mafonry, 38. 

Scotland, Grand-Mafter and Grand-Warden in, had a fixed 
falary from the Crown, 47. 

Seth was the prime cultivator of Aftronomy, 6. 

Shem, pofterity of, cultivated the Mafonic Arts, 11. 

Sheriff or Mayor ordered by an old MS. to be made Fellow 
and Sociate to the Matter of a Lodge, in help of him againft 
rebels. Note, 42. 

Shinar, a vaft number of the race of Noah employed in build- 
ing a city and tower in the Vale of, 8. 

workmen at, celebrated for their fkill in Mafonry, 8. 

carried their fkill into diftant parts, 8. 

Solomon built the Temple at Jerufalem, 14. 

dedicated or confecrated the Temple, a.m. 3000, 19. 

was Grand-Mafter of the Lodge at Jerufalem, 20. 

Statuaries have always been reckoned good Mafons, becaufe 
they perform according to Geometry and the rules of 
building, 33. 

Stone, Nicholas, was Matter- Mafon under Inigo Jones, 49. 

Temple of Ephefus defcribed, Note , 21. 

Vitruvius was the father of all true Architedts, 32. 

William the Conqueror built the Tower of London, Note , 39. 

II. encouraged Mafonry, and built Weftminfter Hall, 39. 

III. is reckoned a Freemafon, 54. 

encouraged Mafonry, 54. 

in the reign of, the Auguttan ftyle was much 

affedted, 54. 

Workmen at the Temple defcribed, 15. 

Wren, Sir Chriftopher, was the King’s Architect, 51. 

Yevele, Henry, was the King’s Freemafon, or General Sur- 
veyor, in the reign of Edward III., 40. 

York, General Affembly at, about a. d. 930, 32. 

Zerubbabel, as General Mafter-Mafon of the Jews, dedicated 
the Second Temple with joy, a. m . 3489, 2 6. 

H H The 
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The Charges of a Freemafon, extracted from the Ancient 
Records of Lodges beyond Sea, and of thofe in England, 
Scotland, and Ireland, for the ule of the Lodges in Lon- 
don. To be read at the making of new Brethren, or 
when the Mailer (hall order it, 62. 

The General Heads, viz. 5 

I. Of God and Religion, 63. 

II. Of the Civil Magiftrate, fupreme and fubordinate, 63. 

III. Of Lodges, 64. 

IV. Of Mailers, Wardens, Fellows, and Apprentices, 64. 

V. Of the Management of the Craft in working, 66. 

VI. Of Behaviour, viz. 

1 . In the Lodge while conilituted, 67. 

2. After the Lodge is over, and Brethren not gone, 68. 

3. When Brethren meet without Strangers, but not in 

a Lodge, 68. 

4. In prefence of Strangers not Mafons, 69. 

5. At Home, and in the Neighbourhood, 69. 

6. Towards a llrange Brother, 69. 


General Regulations , compiled by Geo. Payne, 
Anno 1720 . 

Age of a Candidate to be not lefs than 25, except by difpen- 
fation (4 Reg.), 73. 

Annual Communication of all the City Lodges to be holden 
on St. John the Baptill's or St. John the Evangelilt’s day 
(22 Reg.), 80. 

new Grand-Mailer, Deputy, and Wardens, to be chofen 

at the (22 Reg.), 80. 

Candidates, not more than five to be made at one time (4 
R eg-)> 73 - 

Candidate to be unanimoully eledled (6 Reg.), 73. 

to clothe the Lodge, and to depofit fomething for 

charity (7 Reg.), 74. 

(hall promife to fubmit to the conllitutions, charges, 

and regulations (7 Reg.), 74. 

Calhier may be appointed by a Lodge to take charge of the 
charity fund (7 Reg.), 74. 

Charity 
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Charity fund to be lodged with the Mafter, or Wardens, or 
Calhier, if there be one (7 Reg.), 74. 

— — to be depolited by every new Brother at his making (7 
Reg.), 74 ; 

. regulation for, in the Grand Lodge (13 Reg.), 76. 

Clandeftine Lodge, how to be treated (8 Reg.), 74. 

Committee to be appointed to examine all Brethren coming to 
the Annual Feaft (25 Reg.), 82. 

Conftituting a new Lodge, manner of, 87. 

Deputy Grand-Mafter to be appointed by the Grand-Mailer 
at the Grand Feaft (35 Reg.), 85. 

being lick, the Grand-Mafter may appoint a Deputy pro 

tempore (18 Reg.), 79. 

Grand-Mafter cannot aft as Mafter or Warden of a 

Lodge, while in office (17 Reg.), 79. 

cannot be difcharged without the confent of the Grand 

Lodge (18 Reg.), 79. 

Diforderly Brother, how to be dealt with (9 Reg.), 75. 

Difpenfations, cafes in which they may be granted (5, 8, 12, 
«3 Reg-)> 73 ‘ 6 - 

Entered Apprentices allowed to fpeak at the Annual Com- 
munication (37 Reg.), 86. 

allowed to vote in making new Regulations (39 Reg.), 

86 . 

Feaft to be held on St. John the Baptift’s or St. John the 
Evangelift’s day (22 Reg.), 80. 

mull be agreed upon three months before (22 Reg.), 80. 

if objefted to by the Grand-Mafter, or by a majority of 

the Mailers, it muft be dropped (22 Reg.), 80. 

how to be managed (23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 30 Reg.), 81-4. 

Fellow-Crafts and Mafter-Mafons only, to be made only in 
Grand Lodge (13 Reg.), 76. 

permitted to fpeak at the Annual Communication (37 

Reg.), 86. 

Grand Lodge to conlift of the Mafter and Wardens of all the 
Lodges, with the Grand-Mafter, Deputy, and Grand - 
Wardens (12 Reg.), 75. 

to hold Quarterly Communications and an Annual one 

(12 Reg.), 75. 

duties and funftions of (13 Reg.), 76. 

all matters in, to be determined by a majority of votes 

(12 Reg.), 76. Grand 
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Grand Lodge, none but Members to be prefent (12 Reg.), 76. 

Grand-Mailer has two votes ( 1 2 Reg.), 76. 

not to be applied to on bufinefs without the knowledge 

of his Deputy (16 Reg.), 79. 

has a right to prefide in any Lodge (1 Reg.), 72. 

cannot be the Mailer or Warden of a Lodge during the 

time of office (17 Reg.), 79. 

abuiing his power, to be treated by a new regulation 

(19 Reg.), 80. 

dying, or being otherwife rendered incapable of dis- 
charging his office, how his place is to be fupplied (2 1 
Reg.), 80. 

to be defied only by the Mailer and Wardens of the 

Lodges (29 Reg.), 83. 

how to be proclaimed (32 Reg.), 84. 

if not defied at the Annual Communication, or refufes 

to ferve, then the prefent Grand-Mailer ihall appoint his 
fucceffor, to be unanimouily approved by the Grand 
Lodge (33 Reg.), 84. 

to afi as proxy, for the Grand-Mailer elefl, if he be 

abfent at the time of his eleflion, and to receive homage 
for him (36 Reg.), 85. 

muft harangue the Brethren and give them good advice 

at the Annual Communication (38 Reg.), 86. 

Inftrufling the Mailer and Wardens, right of, fecured to the 
Lodge (10 Reg.), 75. 

Lodge, by-laws, roll, and minutes of, to be kept by the Mailer, 
Wardens, or fome Brother appointed by the Mailer (3 
Reg.), 73. 

Majority of votes to decide in the Grand Lodge (12 Reg.), 
76. 

Mailer of a Lodge, his rights and authority (2 Reg.), 76. 

who is the oldeft Freemafon, to prefide in the Grand 

Lodge in the abience of higher officers (14 Reg.), 78. 

Motions to be received before dinner at the annual feail (28 
Reg.), 83. 

Pail Grand Mailer, or Pail Deputy, takes the place of the 
Grand-Mailer in his abfence, and that of the Deputy (14 
Reg.), 78. 

Mailer, the laft, to prefide in the abfence of the Mailer 

(2 Reg.), 73. 

Petition 
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Petition or notice to be one month previous to admiflion of a 
member (5 Reg.), 73- 

Porters to be appointed for the annual feaft (26 Reg.), 82. 

Proxy, Grand-Matter may be inftalled, and make his nomina- 
tions by (36 Reg.), 85. 

Quarterly Communications of the Grand Lodge directed to be 
holden (12 Reg.), 76. 

none but Members to be prefent at them (12 Reg.), 

7 6 - 

differences that cannot be fettled in private or by Lodges, 

are to be decided there (13 Reg.), 76. 

appeal from the, to the Annual Grand Lodge (13 Reg.), 

76. 

of the Grand Lodge, Mailers and Wardens to make their 

returns there (13 Reg.), 76. 

Regulations, General, how to be altered (39 Reg.), 86. 

Reprefentatives of a Lodge are the Matter and Wardens (10 

Reg-). 75- 

Roll of Members to be kept by the Matter, Wardens, or fome 
other Brother appointed by the Matter (3 Reg.), 73. 

Secretary, Grand, provifion for his appointment (13 Reg.), 

76. 

cannot be Matter or Warden of a Lodge during his 

time of office (17 Reg.), 79. 

Senior Warden prefides in the Matter’s abfence, if no Paft 
Matter be prefent ; and if there is, he mutt congregate the 
Lodge (2 Reg.), 73. 

Stewards for the annual feaft to be appointed (23 Reg.), 81. 

Tyler, Grand, directed to be appointed (13 Reg.), 78. 

mutt be a Fellow Craft (13 Reg.), 78. 

fhall not be a Member of the Grand Lodge (13 Reg.), 


Treafurer, Grand, his appointments and powers (13 Reg.), 77. 
cannot be Matter or Warden of a Lodge during the time 


of his office (17 Reg.), 79. 

Unanimity in balloting for candidates required (6 Reg.), 74. 
— cannot be difpenfed with (6 Reg.), 74. 

Uniformity in work to be obferved (11 Reg.), 75. 

Vifitation of the city Lodges by the Grand-Matter diredled 


(12 Reg.), 76. 

Votes, a majority of, to decide all queftions in the Grand 
Lodge (12 Reg.), 76. Votes 
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Votes, the Grand-Mafter has two (12 Reg.), 76. 

Wardens, to be ele&ed by the Lodge, if it does not approve of 
the Matter's nomination (35 Reg.], 85. 

Wardens, Grand, who are to a£t as iuch in the Grand Lodge 
(IS Reg.), 78. 

— cannot be difcharged by the Grand Matter without the 
confent of the majority of the Grand Lodge (18 Reg.), 
79 * 

are to prepare tickets for the feaft (23 Reg.), 81. 

to be nominated by the Grand-Mafter (35 Reg.), 85. 

• to be elefted by the Grand Lodge, if the Grand-Mafter’s 
nomination is not approved (35 Reg.), 85. 

Warrant to form a new Lodge muft be obtained from the 
Grand Matter (8 Reg.), 74. 

Withdrawal of a number of Brethren from a Lodge, when 
only to be permitted (8 Reg.), 74. 



INDEX 
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INDEX TO OLD CONSTITUTIONS, 1726. 


ABYLON, building of, 7. 

Nimrod, King of, 7. 

charge delivered by, 7. 

Britain, Invafion of, by the Romans, 15. 

Mafonry introduced into, 15. 

Charges, additional, for Matters and Fellows, 21. 

Edwin, Prince, charter obtained by, 1 8. 

aflembly held at York by, 18. 

charges of, 20. 

Geometry, how invented, 4. 

how preferved in Noah’s flood, 6. 

Hermes, furnamed Trifmagiftus, works of, 7. 

addrefs to the King of Egypt, 8. 

charges delivered by, 9. 

yearly aflembly ordainfed by, 10. 

Hiram, King of Tyre, his reply to King Solomon, 12. 
Jerufalem, Temple at, begun by King David, 10. 

building of, continued by King Solomon, 1 3. 

finilhed, a.m. 3000, 13. 

Hiram Abif, Matter of all the Mafons at the, 13. 

deftroyed by Nebuchadnezzar, 14. 

Mafonry encouraged by Ethelbert, King of Kent, 1 7. 

Sibert, King of the Eaft Saxons, 17. 

Sigebert, King of the Eaft Angles, 17. 

King Athelftan, 17. 

Onias, Temple of, in Egypt, built, 1 4. 

Prayer (preliminary), 3. 

St. Alban, charter given to Mafons by, 16. 

martyrdom of, 17. 

Second 
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Second Temple of Jerufalem begun by Cyrus, 14. 

finiihed by Darius, 14. 

deftroyed by Herod, 14. 

Seven Liberal Sciences, 4. 

their ufages, 4. 

all contained under Geometry, 4. 

Solomon, King, Meflage fent by, to Hiram King of Tyre, 1 1 . 
Straton, tower of, in Paleftine, built, 14. 

Third Temple at Jerufalem begun and finiihed by Herod, 15. 
Trajan’s column, 15. 



INDEX 
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INDEX TO OLD CONSTITUTIONS, 
DUBLIN, 1730. 

NNE, Queen, various buildings eredled by, 38. 
Archimedes flour ilhed, 23. 

Auguftus Caefar began his reign, 23. 

Grand Matter of the Lodge at Rome, 24. 

term Auguftan ftyle derived from, 24. 

Babel, City and Tower of, built, 6. 

Babylon, City of, defcribed, 16. 

Charges of a Freemafon, 47. 

Charles (King) II., St. Paul’s Cathedral fbunded by, 36. 

Palace at Greenwich founded by, 37. 

Chelfea College founded by, 37. 

Holy rood Houfe founded by, 37. 

Coke, Judge, opinion upon the ftatute againft Mafons, 33. 
Dagon, Temple of, in Gaza, 10. 

Dedication, 1. 

Diana, Temple of, at Ephefus, defcribed, 15. 

Dublin, St. Patrick’s Cathedral in, built, 41 . 

Parliament Houfe, 42. 

ceremony attending laying foundation-ftone of, 42. 

Elizabeth, Queen, attempt of to break up the annual com- 
munication at York, 34. 

favourable account returned to, 35. 

England, craftfmen fent to, by Charles Martell, King of France, 

27. 

Gothic archite&ure much encouraged in, 27.’ 

Freemafons, record of, written in King Edward IV.’s reign, 29. 

encouraged by King Henry VI., 31. 

— ■ much oppofed by the clergy, 32. 

I 1 General 
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General regulations for the ufe of the Lodges, 60. 

Geometry, Euclid’s method of, 20. 

George (King) I., various buildings ere£ed by, 38. 

Herod, many forts, cities, theatres, &c., built by, 2 1 . 

new Temple at Jerufalem, defigned by, 22. 

begun and finilhed by, 22. 

Inigo Jones, Auguftan ftile revived by, 35. 

the Banquetting-Houfe at Whitehall, built by, 35. 

Phyfic Garden at Oxford, built by, 36. 

Ireland colonized, 38. 

converted to Chriftianity by St. Patrick, 39. 

James (King) I., revival of the Englilh Lodges by, 35. 
Jerufalem, Temple at, begun, 1 1. 

finilhed, n. 

how built, 1 1. 

defcription of the, 1 2. 

rebuilding of the, 1 8. 

dedication of the, 19. 

King’s Freemafon, Henry Yevele', the, 28. 

builds Sr. Stephen’s Chappel at Weftminfter, 28. 

London, Tower of, built by William the Conqueror, 28. 

Monument of, erected, 37. 

Manner of conftituting a ftfew Lodge, 78. 

Mafonry, Hillory of, 5. 

introduced into Egypt, 8. 

Mafons, A6i of Parliament againft (temp. Henry VI.), 31. 

only affe&ing working Mafons, 31. 

Nimrod, founder of the Aflyrian monarchy, 7. 

his works, 8. 

Pharos, Tower of, built by Ptolomeus Philadelphus, 21. 
Phidias, reckoned in the number of Ancient Mafons, 25. 

ere&s the ftatue of the Goddels Nemelis, 25. 

— of Minerva at Athens, 25. 

of Jupiter Olympius, 25. 

Prayer at opening of a Lodge, or making of a Brother, 59. 
Pyramids, building of the, 8. 

Rhodes, Coloflus at, ere£ed by Cares, 25. 

- deftroyed, 26. 

Roderick O’Connor, king of Connaught, 40. 

Caftle at Tuam built by, 40. 

Royal Art, the, carried into Greece, 19. 

Royal 
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Royal Art, the, encouraged by the kings of Scotland, 33. 

Scots Mafons, old Toaft among, 34. 

Ulfter, Earl of, an excellent Mafon, 41. 

founded Carrickfergus, built the Cattle of Trim, &c., 41 . 

Weftminfter Hall built by William Rufus, 28. 

Wildernefs, Tabernacle in the, ere&ed, 10. 

William (king) III. various buildings eredled by, 37, 38. 

Omission. 

Old Record of the Company of Mafons, 82. 
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written in the latter part of the fifteenth century, is one of the 
moft Ancient Records of Mafonry extant. It is printed in black 
letter, rubricated, and accompanied by a Verfion in Modern Or- 
thography on the opjpofite pages, together with a fac-fimile of the 
original MS., a Prerace, many curious Notes* and an elaborate 
Index. 


BRITISH ORDER OF KNIGHTS 
HOSPITALLERS. 

Ho&pitallaria; or a fynopfis of the Rife, Exploits, Privileges, 
Infignia, &c. of the venerable and fovereign order of Knights 
Hoipitallers of St. John of Jerufalem j with a brief account of the 
fixth or Britiih Branch. With an engraved frontifpiece repre- 
fenting a Knight Hofpitaller in his drefs of Eftate, and other en- 
gravings. Bound in an engraved ornamental paper cover, red 
edges. Price 3 /. 6d . 

%* Bro . Spencer has only a limited number of copies of thefe 
intereJHng 'works for fale. 
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WORKS ON FREEMASONRY, 

BY THE LATE REV. GEORGE OLIVER, D.D. 

{Any Books from the following Lift fent free by the Book Poft { Inland ) on 
receipt of a Poft -office Order.) 

DEDICATED TO THE RT. HON. THE EARL OF ZETLAND, ETC., ETC., 

M.W. GRAND MASTER. 

THE HISTORICAL LANDMARKS, and other Evidences of Free- 
mafonry explained ; in a Series of Pra&ical Le&ures, with copious 
Notes. Arranged on the Syftem which has been enjoined by the 
Grand Lodge of England, as it was fettled by the Lodge of Reconci- 
liation, at the Union in 1813. With a Portrait of the Author, and 
numerous Illuftrations. 2 vols. 8vo. £ 2 . 

THE HISTORY OF INITIATION ; in Twelve Leftures. Comprifing 
a detailed account of the Rites and Ceremonies, Do&rines and Dif- 
cipline, of all the Secret and Myfterious Inftitutions of the Ancient 
World. In royal 8vo. 12 s. 6 d. 

THE ANTIQUITIES OF FREEMASONRY; Comprifing Illuftrations 
of the Five Grand Periods of Mafonry, from the Creadon of the 
World to the Dedication of King Solomon’s Temple. A revifed 
edition, with confiderable Improvements, demy 8vo. ior. 6 d. 

THE SYMBOL OF GLORY ; fliowing the Objeft and End of Free- 
mafonry, in Thirteen Leisures, each fpecihcally dedicated by a 
Written Addrefs to the W.M., Officers, and Brethren of one of 
the Thirteen Lodges of which the author is an Honorary Member. 
With an Allegorical Frontifpiece by Bro. J. Harris. Demy 8vo. 
Price 1 or. 6 d. 

THE REVELATIONS OF A SQUARE ; Exhibiting a graphic Difplay 
of the Sayings and Doings of Eminent Free and Accepted Mafons, 
from the Revival in 1717 by Dr. Defaguliers to the Reunion in 
1813, by their R.H. the Dukes of Kent and Suffix. Embelliflied 
with curious engravings. 1 2mo. Price 9 s. 6 d. 

THE FREEMASON’S TREASURY ; Fifty-two Leaures on th® Theory 
and Praaice of Symbolical Mafonry. i2mo. 7 s. 6 d. 

THE BOOK OF THE LODGE AND OFFICERS' MANUAL; to 
which is added, A Century of Mafonic Aphorifms, calculated for 
General Inftruaion and the Improvement of a Mafonic Life. With 
an Engraved Emblematical Frontifpiece. Third Edition, confiderably 
enlarged, nmo. Price 5 s. 

A MIRROR FOR THE JOHANNITE MASONS; in a Series of 
Letters tq the Right Honourable the Earl of Aboyne, P.G.M. for 
Northampton and Huntingdon, See . Price 5 r. 

SIGNS AND SYMBOLS, Illuftrated and Explained in a Courfe of Twelve 
Leaures on Freemafonry. A new edition, with copious Notes by the 
Author. i2mo. Price 7 s, 

AN APOLOGY FOR THE FREEMASONS ; refpeaffilly fubmitted to 
the confideration of thofe Clergymen who doubt the propriety of 
allowing the ufe of their Churches for Mafonic Celebrations. Being 
the fubftance of Three Articles in the “ Freemafons’ Quarterly Re- 
view,” on the Religious Tendency of the Order. With large Addi- 
tions. Price ir. 
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Works on Freemafonry. 


THE THEOCRATIC PHILOSOPHY OF FREEMASONRY, in 
Twelve Leftures on its Speculative, Operative, and Spurious Branches. 
A new edition, with additional Notes and Illuftrations. i2mo« 
Price 7*. 

PAPAL TEACHINGS IN FREEMASONRY, being a Reification of 
the Errors and Mifreprefentations contained in a recent Allocution, 
promulgated from the Secret Confiftory at Rome, by Pope Pius IX. 
Price u. 

DEDICATED TO THE MOST NOBLE THE DUKE OF ST. ALBAN*S, ETC. ETC., 
PROVINCIAL GRAND MASTER FOR LINCOLNSHIRE. 

THE ORIGIN OF THE ROYAL ARCH DEGREE ; the Infignia of 
the Royal Arch Degree, 111 uftrated and Explained. With feveral 
Woodcuts, and a Lithographic Engraving of an ancient Royal Arch 
Tracing-board lately difcovered in the city of Chefter. A new edi- 
tion, with a memoir of the Author. i2mo. Price 5 s. 6 d . 

Works on Freemafonry , Edited by Dr. Oliver . 

THE GOLDEN REMAINS OF THE EARLY MASONIC WRITERS 5 
Five Volumes. (Sold feparately). 

Masonic Institutes. By Various Authors. With an Introductory 
Eflay on the Mafonic literature of the Eighteenth Century, by 
the Editor. Price 6 s. 6 d. 

Masonic Principles. By William Calcott, P.M., 1769 ; and Capt. 
G. Smith, Prov. G.M. for Kent, 1783. With an Introductory 
Eflay on the Social Pofition of Symbolical Mafonry in the 
Eighteenth Century, by the Editor. Price 6 s. 6 d. 

Masonic Persecution. By Various Authors. With an Introduc- 
tory Eflay on the Ufages and Cuftoms of Symbolical Mafonry in 
the Eighteenth Century, by the Editor. Price 7 s. 

Masonic Doctrines. By the Rev. Jethro Inwood, P.G. Chaplain 
for Kent, 1793. With an Introductory Eflay on the Mafonic 
Tefts of the Eighteenth Century, by the Editor. Price 7 s. 
Masonic Morality. By the Rev. Thaddeus Mafon Harris, Paft 
Grand Chaplain of the Grand Lodge of Maflachufetts, 1794. With 
an Introductory Eflay on the Cypher Writing uled by the Mafons 
of the Eighteenth Century, by the Editor. Price 7 s. 

THE SPIRIT OF MASONRY. By Brother W. Hutchinfon, F.S.A. 
A new edition, with copious Notes, Critical and Explanatory, by the 
Editor. Price 7 s. 6 d. 

ILLUSTRATIONS OF MASONRY. By the late William Prefton, 
Efq., Paft Mafter of the Lodge of Antiquity, 17th edition, with Addi- 
tions, Explanatory Notes, and the Hiftorical Portion continued from 
1820 to 1861, by the Editor. i2mo. Price 9*. 6 d. 

THE MASONIC MANUAL. By the late Rev. Jonathan Aflie, D.D., 
M.M., with Annotations and Remarks, by the late Rev. Dr. Oliver. 
A new edition, edited by the Rev. John Edmund Cox, D.D., F.S.A., 
Paft Grand Chaplain. l2mo. Price 6 s. 6 d. 
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Works on Sale at Bro. R. Spencer's 
Mafonic Depot. 

Price 3/. bound in cloth, 

A SHORT VIEW OF THE HISTORY 
OF FREEMASONRY. 

To which is added a fhort defcription of the Secret AfTociation 
in China^ called the Triad Society. Dedicated to the Grand 
Lodge of England. By William Sandys, F. A. S., P. M. 
Grand Mailer's Lodge, See. See. 


Lately publifhed ’ price 6s. 6d. Jewed in paper cover. A thick 
8 vo. volume of 700 pages, 

HISTOIRE DES TROIS GRANDES LOGES 
DE FRANCS-MAgONS EN FRANCE. 

LE GR.\ ORIENT, LE SUP.*. CONSUL, 

LA GR.\ LOGE NATIONALS \ 

Precedee d’un Precis hiftoriaue de la F ranc-Magonnerie ancienne 
depuis fa fondation jufqu’a la transformation en inftitution philo- 
fophique en 1717, fonae fur de nombreux documents. Suivie 
de l’Hiftoire des Rites de Mifraim et de Memphis et de tous les 
Ivftemes introduits dans la Ma^onnerie 5 d’un Abrege de 1 ’Hiftoire 
cfe la Fr.-Ma£. en Angleterre, en Danemark, en Suede, en Hollande, 
en Belgique, en AUemagne, en Rujfie, en Pologne, en Suiffe % en Italic, 
en Portugal, et en Efpagne, et d’un grand nombre de Tableaux 
Hiftoriques. Par Em. Rebold, Ex-Depute au Gr. Orient de 
France, Ex-Gr. Officier de la Gr. Loge Nat., Profefleur de phy- 
fique med., anc. Prefident de la Societe des fciences induftrielles, 
etc., Membre d’un grand nombre de Societes feientifiques et phi- 
lanthropiques, auteur de 1 ’hiftoire generate de la Fr.-Ma$., etc. etc. 

*** ® n b a limited number of copies of thefe inter efting Mafonic 
works for fale. 


Digitized by ^ooQle 






Digitized by ^ooQle 










